
THE SEVENOAKS SOCIETY
For the conservation and improvement of the Town

Report ofthe Executive Committee forthe year ending 31* }r/Larc,h2023

Meetings
During the year the Committee met on six occasions, namely on 25e May, 20tr July, 7e
September, 9tr Novembet 2022,25h Jarutary and22fr March 2023. A11 these meetings were
held *in person" in The Wreford Room at the Kippington Church Centre.
The Annual General meeting was held on27b September at St Luke's Church Hall. This too
was held'oin person".

Talks and Visits
The following talks were held during the year:-
On 13ft Apri.l 2A22 "Buckingham Palace, Marble Arch and the Great Exhibition" by David
Gamble.
On 1ltr Mray 2022 "The Architectural History of Tonbridge" by Sir Paul Britton
On27h September 2022"No more champagne - Churchill and his money" by David Lough
On l6fl'November ZAZZ*ThI Oast Theatre, Tonbridge" by Ian Bums
An22"d February 2A23 *Kentand the Napoleonic'Wars" by Alan Heyes

On 28e September 2A22 therewas a visit to "Legal London" taking in the Law Courts and Tnns

of Court which was organised and led by Charles George.

Full reports of each of these events were contained in the Summer and Winter issues of the
Society's Magazine published in June and November 2022.

The Society's Platinum Jubilee

2022 saw the Society celebrate its 70d'birthday and 900years of Sevenoaks Town. These were
marked by an Exhibition held in the Kaleidoscope Gallery fram22"d June to 16tr luly. Superbly
planned and arranged by Geraldine Tucker, Elizabeth Purves and Victoria Granville this
displayed the Society's achievements during its lifetime and explained the history and
development of the Town. During the period of the Exhibition talks were given by Professor
David Killingray on'oPeople politics and prog ess; a new history of Sevenoaks", Bob Ogley
on "Kent in the 20tr Century' and Jacob Scott on "Texfus Roffensis * Kent's earliest
documentary heritage". In addition, Geraldine and Elizabeth devised a "Heritage Town Trail"
around the Town to explain the historic buildings in the Town. The tai1, launched on 3'd July
to great acclaim, was explained in an accompanying booklet the cost of which was met from a
legacy generously given to the Society by the late Peter Rogers, one of the original members
of the Society.
The Winter magazine contained a full report of what was a very successful event.

The late Roger FitzGerald

As was mentioned briefly in last year's report, Roger very sadly died on 6e July 2022. A fulI
appreciation of him and his contribution to the Society and its activities was contained in the
Winter magazine. As was there mentioned, he had very kindly expressed the wish that the



Society receive a donation from his estate. In consultation with Lynne and his sons we are

actively seeking a suitable cause to which that gift can be applied.
Curated by Professor Roger Lee and his wife Lesley and Victoria Granville an exhibition of
his work as both an architect and an artist, as well as his contribution to the Society, was held
at tlre Kaleidoscope Gallery fuom}Z"d February to 1le March 2023. The Society was delighted
to have been invited to sponsor the event which was a huge success and a very appropriate
tribute to a remarkable man.

The Townscape and Planning Group

The Society's Townscape and Planning Group has continued to monitor the weekly list of
Planning applications, commenting on those which are thought to have a adverse impact, and

to involve itself in wider planning issues which affect the conservation and development of the
town.

We were involved in reviewing early drafts of the Neighbourhood Plan which was approved in
final form in a referendum in May and which has now come into force as part of the
development plan. We commented at length on the preliminary draft of the Local Plan earlier
in the year which dealt with the existing urban areas and as such was of particular relevance to
the Society. We recognise that if we are not to lose areas of precious Green Belt which provide
the countryside setting in which otr town is situated, then development vrithin the town has to
be at higher densities. But we do not want redevelopment to take place in the town which is
wholly out of character with the area. Getting that balance right is not always easy.

Where we feel that the District Council have it wrong, the Society seeks to provide a
professional and auttroritative voice arguing in opposition. Where we are in agreement with the
Disfiict Council we have provided active support as in the recent public inquiry at Briuains
Lane in respect of the refusal of planning permission to build 70 houses in the Green Belt; the
Society participated actively throughout the inquiry, supporting SDC and the local objectors in
opposing the developer's appeal. Being the latest "tesf'of the efficacy of the Green Belt, the
Society regarded it as being of such importance to the future of development in the Town that
it decided to make a financial contribution to the Brittains Lane Association (the local residents'
association) to enable them to instuct experienced counsel to represent thern. We were
delighted to receive on 7ff July the Inspector's decision dismissing the appeal which made the
considerable efforts and work of particularly, John StambollouiarU Charles George aod other
members as well as the Society's finaocial contribution very worthwhile.

Membership

Unfortunately, for reasons of ill-heatth, Douglas Wade was consfuained to resign as our Hon.
Membership Officer at the end of March. However, David Bonner who is a long-standing
member of the Society has offered to step into the breach; he will be proposed for election to
that offrce and the Committee at the forthcoming AGM.
In the interim, Tim Pearce has stepped into the vacancy and has carded out a thorough review
ofthe Society's membership records so that all should be in good shape for David to take over.
The Committee is enormously grateful to Tim for all his efforts which have been considerable
and have included overseeing the transfer of those records to the Society's website which
should make management of all aspects of our membership easier in the future.
As at 3l't March our membership numbers were as follows:-



Honorary Members 7
Life Memberc2}A

Oak Members 91

Annual Members 253

The Society's Magazine

As usual, the Society published two magazines during the year under revue - in June and
November. Under the skillful editorship of Tim Pearce, for which the Commiuee and the
Society is extremely grateful, each contained much information about the Society's activities
in the preceding months as well as articles of general interest contributed by various members.
It is considered that this is now a very professional publication which not only serves to keep
members informed of the Society's activities, but also acts as a positive advertisement for the
Society.
Tim has indicated his wish to pass on the role of editor, so if there is anyone zrmong our
membership who would be willing to step into his shoes would they please contact the Society
through its website.

Committee Membership

It will be remembered that at last year's AGM Nigel Branson was formally elected as Hon.
Secretary and Richard Marchant and Peter Scott were elected as Committee Members. All three
have provided excellent support to the work of the Committee during the past year.

David Green
Chairman for and on behalf of the Executive Committee
August 2023


