THE SEVENOAKS SOCIETY

for the conservation and improvement of the Town

To All Members
18™ August 2023
Dear Member

Re: The Society’s Magazine and Annual Subscription

The last few months have been busy and successful for the Society. In the first two weeks of
February there was the hearing of the appeal by Croudace against the decision of the Sevenoaks
District Council to refuse its application to build 70 houses on green belt land off Brittains
Lane; we were delighted that the Inspector decided to refuse the appeal which fully justified
the decision we took to support the local residents both financially and in person. In February
we were pleased to sponsor the wonderful and interesting exhibition which was mounted to
celebrate the work of the Late Roger FitzGerald as an architect and artist as well as his
significant contribution to the work of the Society. On 7" June some 25 members enjoyed a
tour arranged by David Gamble around parts of Shoreham under the guidance of Jonathan
Fenner.

The cost to the Society of these and its normal activities and services to members have
increased over the years so that, as will be seen from the Society’s accounts for the year to 31
March last, the Society’s current income is insufficient to cover its regular outgoings resulting
in a substantial reduction on our reserves. The shortfall in our annual income is exacerbated by
the fact that of our 522 members 343 are Life or Oak Members whose one-off payment for
such membership has in some cases “expired” when set against the annual sum they would
have paid as ordinary members. After careful consideration the Executive Committee has
resolved to make the changes set out below in order to rebuild our reserves to a satisfactory
level so as to enable the Society to continue its active involvement in local planning issues.

First, it has concluded that it is no longer possible to supply the twice-yearly magazine in
printed form to all members free of charge. I am sure you will agree that the magazine has
evolved over the years into what is now a very sophisticated and informative product.
Inevitably, the costs of publication, printing and, particularly, postage have risen exponentially
to the point where it is now the largest single item of expenditure in the Society’s accounts. It
has therefore been decided that with effect from the Summer edition due to be published in
June 2024 the magazine will change from print to digital format, with an electronic copy being
sent by email automatically to all those members for whom we have an email address. It will
at the same time be “posted” on the Society’s website (details below) where it can easily be
read and/or downloaded. For those members not on the internet, and any others who wish to
continue to receive the printed version, this can be arranged on payment by standing order of
the annual sum of £10. The last copy to be supplied under the present arrangements will be the
one due for publication in November.

Secondly, the Committee has decided that (a) Life and Oak Membership will cease to be
available with immediate effect and that thereafter all new memberships will be annual, and



(b) the annual subscription will increase from 1% April 2024 to £18 for a single member and to
£25 for joint members. Those already holding Life and Oak Membership will continue to be
regarded as such, but may, if they wish, convert to annual membership at any time.

As a result of these changes the amounts paid with effect from 1% April 2024 will be as
follows:-

Life and Oak Members wanting a printed copy of the magazine £10

Annual single members £18

Annual single members wanting a printed copy of the Magazine £28

Annual joint members £25

Annual joint members wanting a printed copy of the Magazine £35

We would be grateful if all members who presently pay by standing order will take immediate
steps to amend their existing standing orders to the relevant amount, so as to be effective from
the date of your payment in 2024. If you are presently paying otherwise than by standing
order, please make a note to change the amount you pay as from April 1%, If you would like to
change to paying by standing order, please obtain the necessary form from your bank and
having completed it send it to the address below. The Society’s bank account details are set
out at the end of this letter. I am bound to say that it would help greatly with our
administrative processes if as many of you as possible would pay in that way.

If you have any queries regarding the changes set out above, please feel free to call me on either
01732 457143 or 07799 478404 or write/email to the Society at the address below.

We greatly value your membership and support of the Society’s activities and hope that that
will continue for many years to come. If there is anything you would like us to add to what we
do, please do not hesitate to contact us; new or additional ideas are always welcome. For our
part we are planning to increase the number of evening talks from the present number of six
each year to eight and to arrange two “outings” to places of interest each year, in each case
with effect from 2024.

Finally, with this letter I am taking the opportunity to send you Notice of the Annual General
Meeting to be held on 27" September together with the documents referred to at items 3, 4,
and 5 of the Agenda. I hope to see you then.

Yours sincerely

N

—
p A - | ‘\, B> S

David Green
Chairman

HSBC Bank. Sort code 40-40-32. Account The Sevenoaks Society no. 70725102

Website: www.sevenoakssociety.org.uk
Email address: info@sevenoakssociety.co.uk
Postal address: Sevenoaks Society, PO Box 629, TN13 9UL



