
The Sevenoaks Society
Chairman: David Green, Hollow End, 4 Wellmeade Drive
Sevenoaks, TN13 1QA

To all Members

Dear Fellow Member
31't January 2020

Re:- Our Petition to Sevenoaks District Council to acquire The Farmers Site and bring
it into productive use

I am delighted to tell you that the online and paper versions of our Petition launched last year

together achieved 1451 signatures with the result that it will be debated by the full Council at

its meeting on 25ft February.

We are most grateful to all those of our mernberc, and of the wider public, who supported us

by signing the petition. It is clearly an issue on which our members, and many in the town
feel strongly. We need to make clear to Councillors in advance of the debate the strength of
that local feeling and frustration about a site which has lain vacant for 15 years when there is

so much pressure for additional housing.

I enclose a list of Councillors representing the town wards and would encourage you to
write or speak to your Ward Councillor or to any of the others known to you to let them
know that you support the petition and believe it is time for the Council to act.

If the District Council were now to compulsorily purchase the site and to do so in
collaboration with a willing developer, they would be able to bring forward a better designed

scheme than that for which the site currently has permission, and one which could also

include a significant element of affordable housing. We understand that there are housing

associations which would be interested.

The price to be paid on compulsory purchase would be the open market value of the site, not
an unrealistic one put forward by the owner. If the parties could not agree, then the price

would be determined by the Lands Tribunal which has considerable experience of such

matters. Properly managed there should be little risk of financial exposure for the Council.

The debate will provide the opportunity for these issues to be aired. The Society believes that
the time has come for the District Council to stop prevaricating and to have the vision and
courage to act in the public interest. We would welcome your support when the petition is
presented to the Council for debate at 7pm on Tuesday 25ft February in the Council
Chamber.

Yours sincerely
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