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Chairman’s Report David Green 

General Data Protection 
Regulations (GDPR) 

As you will be aware from my recent 
letters we, in common with every 
organisation which holds personal 
information relating to its members, 
customers and others, have had to take 
steps to obtain the consent of all our 
members to the Society holding details of 
their names, addresses etc. I would like 
to thank all of you who have responded 
to those letters and given us the required 
consent. There is, however, still a large 
number of members from whom we 
have not heard; I would urge any 
members who have not responded to do 
so without delay by completing and 
returning the tear-off slip which is found 
on page 22 in this magazine. Once the 
Regulations come into force on 25th May 
we shall not thereafter be able to 
communicate with those members until 
such time as we receive the necessary 
consent, so that until then they will not 
receive the bi-annual magazine or any 
other communications from us. 

The need to comply with the regulations 
has imposed a very considerable 
additional burden on, particularly, our 
long-suffering Hon Secretary, Tim Pearce 
as well as the Hon Treasurer, Richard 
Baxter. However, it has not all been bad 
news. As a result of the replies we have 
received we now have an up-to-date list 
of all our current active and interested 
members with their current addresses 
(both postal and, where appropriate, 
email).  

We have adopted the required Data 
Protection Policy which has been placed 
on the Society’s website. If wanted any 
member with internet access can  

download a copy from there; 
alternatively the Hon Secretary can 
supply a copy on receiving an A4 sized 
stamped addressed envelope. 

Membership Secretary 

I am delighted to announce that Mike 
Hibling has agreed to become our new 
Membership Secretary. He has lived in 
Sevenoaks all his life (I will not embarrass 
him by giving his age away!), and after 
attending Sevenoaks School and St 
Andrews University where he gained a 
degree in biochemistry he spent his 
working life as an insurance broker in the 
City during which he picked up 
specialisms in a diverse group of 
businesses including the steel, container-
leasing and fine art sectors. He retired at 
the end of last year.  He has been for 
many years a member of Sevenoaks 
Hockey Club, Sevenoaks Vine Cricket Club 
(for whom he has recently taken up the 
role of Secretary) and Knole Park Golf 
Club. 

I have known him for many years and 
have no hesitation in saying that he will 
do the job splendidly.  

He will be co-opted onto the Executive 
Committee at its next meeting as Acting 
Membership Secretary and will then be 
formally nominated for election at the 
AGM in October. I am so glad that we 
have at last been able to relieve Tim 
Pearce of this role and would like to 
thank him for filling it so willingly and well 
since the departure of Phyllis Styles 
several years ago. 
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Chairman’s Report  (cont’d) 

Membership 

The need to comply with the GDPR has 
brought to the fore the need to update 
our membership records. As mentioned 
in my last report, Nick Umney has created 
an entirely new custom-built database of 
our members and has been very much 
involved in inserting the details of each 
member’s address, class of membership 
and method of subscription payment into 
that database. This means that we are 
now fully up-to-date on the membership 
front. We are most grateful to Nick for 
undertaking this important technical task 
for us; it will be of great benefit to our 
new Membership Secretary, as well as to 
the Society as a whole. 

Since 1st November 2017 we have elected 
a number of new members which is 
encouraging. We would happily elect 
many more members (there is no limit on 
the number we can have!). So, I would 
urge everyone to see if they have 
neighbours or friends who would like to 
join and put them in touch with Tim 
Pearce, Richard Baxter or myself. You will 
find a Membership Application form on 
page 21 

Townscape and Planning Group 

Whilst a full report from John 
Stambollouian appears on page 8, I would 
like to record the addition to the 
membership of the Group of Margaret 
Deegan, Andy Lewis and Andrew Scrace. 
They have each made a considerable 
contribution to the Group’s deliberations, 
not to mention that they have, at a 
stroke, significantly reduced its age 
profile! I hope they will  participate even 
more fully in the Society’s activities as 
time goes by. 

The Group will in due course be turning 
its attention the drafts of the new Local 
Plan and the Neighbourhood 
Development Plan due to be published 
by, respectively, Sevenoaks District 
Council and Sevenoaks Town Council for 
public consultation. I have no doubt that 
the Society will be commenting on those 
plans, at least to the extent that they 
relate to and affect the area administered 
by the Town Council which is the ambit of 
the Society’s interests. 

Talks 

Our regular evening talks have continued, 
and full reports appear elsewhere of 
those which have taken place since the 
publication of the Winter edition of the 
magazine, as do details of the talks so far 
arranged for the remainder of 2018. The 
talk by Nathalie Cohen on “Archaeology 
at Knole” on 28th March was very well 
attended and particularly interesting; we 
may well ask her to return because she 
clearly has more to tell than she was able 
to bring on this visit. It was unfortunate 
that the talk by Andrew Willmore on “The 
Greensand Commons Project” on 28th 
February had to be cancelled because of 
the snow brought by the “beast from the 
east”. However, I am pleased to report 
that the talk has been rearranged for 

later in the year. 

Sevenoaks Wildfowl Reserve 

At the invitation of the Kent Wildlife Trust 
Tim Pearce and I attended a presentation 
on 10th April of the four designs the Trust 
has shortlisted for a new visitor centre at 
the Sevenoaks Wildfowl Reserve “to 
promote learning, wellbeing, curiosity 
and nature”. It promises to be an exciting 
development which was explained by the 
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Chairman’s Report  (cont’d) 

Trust’s Head of People Development, 
Stevie Rice. She has accepted our 
invitation to give us a talk about the 
project; it is a subject which will be of 
great interest and I would encourage as 
many of you as possible to attend on 28th 
November. 

Sevenoaks Summer Charity Fayre 

This year’s Fayre will be held on Saturday 
30th June and has been relocated to the 
Vine Gardens. We have applied for, and 
been given, a stall, and would welcome 
any members willing to help run it during 
the morning, and possibly also the 
afternoon. We shall use the event to 
publicise our activities and sell the Walk 
books and the Lodges book.  

Heritage Buildings Exhibition and The 
Lodges Book 

Work is continuing on the preparations 
for the Buildings Exhibition and a report 
from Geraldine Tucker who is leading the 
group responsible appears on page 20. 

The Lodges Book, co-authored by 
Geraldine and Elizabeth Purves, which 
was published last October has been a 
great success and is selling well; it is still 
available at the Sevenoaks Bookshop. 
More information on this appears on 
page 9.  

The Society is enormously grateful to 
Geraldine and Elizabeth for all their work 
in producing this very informative book. 
Thanks must also be expressed to Victoria 
Granville Baxter who was responsible for 
the design of the book and to Roger 
FitzGerald who designed its cover, giving 
it a very distinctive look. They each gave 
much of their own time to the project, for 
which the Society is indebted to them.  

The accounts for the year ended 31st 
March 2018 – see facing page – will be 
presented to the members for approval 
at the Annual general Meeting. 

Our membership numbers remain steady 
so that new members’ subscriptions 
effectively replace those of lost members. 
However the society has enjoyed a good 
year mainly through the success of its 
publications and events.  The figures 
show the surplus achieved by each – 
Walk Books, Lodges Book and 
Montalbano evening. 

We have “managed” our expenses this 
year, particularly our magazine costs 
(through changing our distribution 
method) and our insurance (through 
changing provider). We have invested in a 
computer and software to support the 
more rigorous membership management 
procedures required under the new 
GDPR. 

Accounts approved by the Committee 
and signed on their behalf by 

 David Green Chairman 

 Richard Baxter Treasurer 

 10th May 2018 

 

Richard Baxter 

Sixty Sixth Annual General Meeting 

Treasurer’s Report May 2018 

And finally - a plea to those members 
who kindly pay subscriptions by 
standing order. PLEASE check with 
your bank that your payment has been 
updated to the new rates : 

£12 individual membership ,and  

£18 for couples.  
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  Receipts and Payments Account  

of year ended 31st March 2017-18 2016-17  

Receipts 

Subscriptions 1768 1750 

Donations and legacies 317 54 

Gift Aid 310 525 

Sales of publications 4098 2309 

Receipts from events 936 69 

Investment income 86 178 

Grants 500 500 

Total receipts 8015 5385 

Payments 

Members' magazines 1707 2444 

Speaker fees and expenses 50 160 

Prizes and gifts 282 0 

Cost of publications 3272 1352 

Cost of events 864 45 

Administration and equipment 581 133 

Meetings and room hire 462 604 

Affiliations 186 221 

Insurance 75 337 

Publicity and website 306 230 

Local list expenses 131 545 

Total payments 7916 6071 

Surplus (deficit -) 99 -686

Cash funds last year end 2782 3468 

Investment asset sale 5559 0 

Cash funds this year end 8440 2782 

Statement of Assets at year end 

Cash 8440 2782 

Investment assets 7061 11200 

Stock of books 1280 1360 

Total assets 16781 15342 

Publications Total Walks Books         Lodges Book 

Sales 4098 940 3158 

 

Costs net of 
closing stock 2005 536 1469 

 Surplus 2093 404 1689 

 Grant 500 

2189 

Accounts for the Sevenoaks Society year ended 31st March 2018
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TPG Report         John Stambollouian 

Parking provision in the town has once 
again been a major issue raised by recent 
planning applications. On the one hand we 
all want to be able to park conveniently 
close to our destination, and traders and 
businesses are concerned that restricting 
parking will lead to loss of business. But we 
also share feelings of frustration and 
concern when access to parking creates 
congestion, delay and pollution. 

Three recent planning applications on 
which the Townscape and Planning Group 
have commented illustrate well the 
challenge in resolving these difficult issues. 

We objected to an application for a 
proposed change of use of part of the St 
John’s Hill car park to a vehicle rental 
business. This car park is tucked away on 
back land in an area where there is a 
shortage of off-street parking spaces. 
Further reducing the number of spaces in 
the area will exacerbate this problem for 
shoppers and residents and will do nothing 
to support the continued viability of the 
Northern St Johns local shopping centre 
which is an aim of the emerging 
neighbourhood plan. 

The National Trust has made an application 
to improve the layout and surfacing of the 
existing car park at Knole House. Whilst we 
acknowledged the need for this and 
welcomed the proposals, we do have 
concerns about the problems of traffic 
congestion which increasing visitor 
numbers to Knole are creating for the 
Upper High Street and, at peak times, for a 
wider area.   

We suggested that there be a condition 
attaching to the permission requiring the 
National Trust to bring forward proposals 
for a more radical solution to the problem 
of accommodating additional car-borne 

visitors to Knole House. These proposals 
might include additional parking at a 
distance from the House and the Site of 
Special Scientific Interest, alternative 
arrangements for vehicle access and 
proposals for park and ride at peak times. 
We recognise that this will not be an easy 
problem to solve, but different options 
need urgently to be explored. 

The third application was for permission to 
create a temporary car park for a three 
year period on the former Edwards 
Electrical site. Many traders had written in 
support of the application as providing 
much needed additional parking during the 
construction of Buckhurst 2. The District 
Council had granted themselves planning 
permission for a temporary car park on 
land to the northwest of the Vine, known 
as the Vine Wastes. But those proposals 
seem to have run into difficulties with the 
Planning Inspectorate as the land is 
common land and it is the Inspectorate 
who have responsibility for determining 
proposals for the use of such land on 
behalf of the Government. 

Nothwithstanding the need for temporary 
parking during the construction of 
Buckhurst 2 we objected to the use of the 
Edwards Electrical site on three ground. 
Firstly, the junction between the High 
Street, Pembroke Road and Suffolk Way is 
already congested, causing tailbacks and 
standing traffic a considerable way down 
Seal Hollow Road, Dartford Road and 
Pembroke Road, especially at peak times.  
The creation of an exit and entrance to a 
78 space car park onto the High Street at 
this location is likely to increase traffic 
congestion significantly.  This will be felt 
most acutely during morning and evening 
peak times if the car park is, as intended, 
used as an alternative to Buckhurst 2 for 
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long stay daily users. 

The part of the High Street around this site 
and the immediately surrounding area has 
already been designated an Air Quality 
Management Area in recognition of the fact 
that maximum levels of pollution set by the 
Government are being exceeded. The 
impact of congestion on the road network in 
the area surrounding the site will lead to a 
further deterioration in air quality for 
pedestrians and those living near the site. As 
the SDC has stopped publishing air quality 
monitoring data it is difficult to judge how 
the position may have changed recently. But 
given that the area is already subject to 
unacceptably high levels of traffic pollution it 
is of serious concern. 

This important town centre site has been 
vacant for a prolonged period of time.  
Although a car park would bring it back into 
short term use, permission for a three year 
temporary use will cause even more delay in 
bringing forward the site for suitable long 
term sustainable development, which we all 
want to see in place of the present eyesore. 

  STOP PRESS 

TPG Report cont’d 

The Sevenoaks Society book entitled 
‘Sevenoaks Forgotten Past: Lodges and 
Coach Houses’ was launched successfully 
last October [see photograph above]. 

Co-authored by local historians Elizabeth 
Purves and Geraldine Tucker, this is a 
history book written in an accessible style 
which will appeal to all. Many of the 
great houses and Victorian mansions 
have been demolished but their smaller 
lodge buildings remain and have been 
integrated into the townscape. The 
authors’ aim has been to record the 
history of these buildings and to 
encourage people of all ages to take a 
greater interest in our Town’s history. 
Their book describes and illustrates with 
vivid colour photographs over 50 of the 
lodges and coach houses - together with 
their parent buildings - which still survive 
in Sevenoaks today.  

The help of a grant from the Sevenoaks 
Town Council which was used towards 
publishing costs has enabled the Society 
to sell the book at a price affordable for 
all. Copies are still available from the 
Sevenoaks Bookshop for £12 or at 
Society meetings for £10. All proceeds go 
to the Society.  

The book makes an ideal present. 

Sevenoaks Forgotten Past: 

Lodges & Coach Houses 

An important test case for the Local 
List won on appeal 

The Society objected to proposals to 
demolish 95 Dartford Road, a locally 
listed building of architectural and 
historic interest, and to replace it with 
a terrace of six houses. The District 
Council turned down the planning 
application and the case went to 
appeal. In dismissing the appeal, the 
Inspector said that she concluded that 
the demolition of the existing building 
would cause harm to the character and 
appearance of the surrounding area. 
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Walks Calendar   June 2018 to January 2019  Nick Umney 

Since taking over the walks from Nick 
White in January we have been pleased 
to meet over twenty of you on the 
Society’s Sunday walks and enjoy good 
walking, pleasant company and 
fortuitously good weather. The March 
walk from Hadlow along the River 
Medway, lead by Velma Keys, was 
particularly well attended with fifteen 
walkers and a delightful spaniel called 
Meg. We are also grateful to Peter 
Ashwell and Howard Beckford for their 
part in leading walks.  

We will be delighted to see you and your 
friends (and other well behaved dogs and 
children) on these walks, which are held 
on the last Sunday of each month. We 
will also be delighted to receive feedback 
about the walks particularly if you have 
suggestions to increase the numbers of 
us out walking on these occasions or if 
you would like to lead a walk. We will 
continue to send an email reminder to 
those people on our list. If you are not 
receiving this and would like to do so 
please send us your email contact details. 
If you no longer wish to receive this email 
reminder please let us know and we will 
remove you from our list.  

At the time of going to press, the 
additional morning walks scheduled from 
April onwards had not yet started so it is 
too early to say what the take up will be. 
However, we will continue these until 
September. In October 2018 we will 
return to holding afternoon walks only 
until March 2019. If the morning walks 
prove sufficiently popular we will 
reintroduce them from April 2019. 

Nick and Lydia Umney 
nick@umney.co.uk  lydia@umney.co.uk 

Sunday 24 June 2018 Walks 9 and 44 

Together, walks 9 and 44 make up the 
Society’s suggested combination walk J. 
However, there is no obligation to do 
both. Please feel free to join the 
morning walk, the afternoon walk or 
both as you wish. Dryhill nature reserve 
is an excellent place for a picnic if the 
weather is fine. There are also several 
pubs in the vicinity the nearest being 
the White Horse at Sundridge about 0.8 
miles away. Parking is available at the 
start. 

Morning walk (Walk 9) 
Meet at Dryhill Nature Reserve off 
Dryhill Lane, Sevenoaks (map reference 
TQ497552) in time for a 10:00 start. The 
walk via Shrubs Corner, Brittains Lane 
and Bessels Green is 5 miles in length 
and is easy.  

Afternoon walk (Walk 44) 
Meet at Dryhill Nature Reserve off 
Dryhill Lane, Sevenoaks (map reference 
TQ497552) in time for a 14:00 start. The 
walk via Sundridge Church, Manor 
Farm, Shrubs Corner and Green Lane 
Farm is 4.5miles and is easy. 
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Sunday 29 July 2018 Walks 17 and 21 

Together, walks 17 and 21 make up the 
Society’s suggested combination walk 
O. However, there is no obligation to do 
both. Please feel free to join the morn-
ing walk, the afternoon walk or both as
you wish.  Both walks start from the
eastern end of Leigh village green near 
the junction of Powder Mills Lane with 
the Hildenborough Road (B2027) oppo-
site the church (map reference 
TQ549465). Leigh village green is a good 
spot for a picnic and the Fleur de Lis pub 
is nearby. Parking is available at various 
points around the green.

Morning walk  (Walk 17) 
Meet in time for a prompt 10:00 start 
(see above).The walk via Powder Mills 
to the River Medway and Haysden Lake 
is less than 5 miles in length and is easy.  

Afternoon walk (Walk 21) 
Meet in time for a prompt14:00 start 
(see above). The walk, from Leigh to 
Penshurst and Penshurst Park is 5 miles 
in length and is easy. 

Sunday 26 August (Walks 52 and 14) 

Together, walks 52 and 14 make up the 
Society’s suggested combination walk 
G. However, there is no obligation to do 
both. Please feel free to join the
morning walk, the afternoon walk or 
both as you wish. Both walks will start
from the Crown Point Loop just off the
A25 at TN15 0HB (map reference TQ
576557). The Crown Point Inn is very
close to the start and there is a picnic
spot and parking available in nearby
Styants wood.

Morning walk  (Walk 52) 
Meet in time for a 10:00 start (see 
above). The walk from Crown Point to 
Godden Green and Stone Street is 5 
miles in length and the going is 
moderate. 

Afternoon walk (Walk 14) 
Meet in time for a 14:00 start as above. 
This is not the normal start for this 
walk. It is actually point 6 on the 
Sevenoaks Society Map of Walk 14. The 
walk, which proceeds through Styants 
Wood to Oldbury Hill and Fish Ponds 
Wood before returning to Crown Point 
is 3.5 miles in length and is Hilly. 

Continues overleaf 
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2018 Walks Calendar   June 2018 to January 2019  cont’d

 Sunday 30 September 

There will be a morning walk and an 
afternoon walk both starting from West 
Peckham. The green at West Peckham is 
a delightful spot for a picnic and the 
Swan is conveniently situated for 
lunchtime refreshment should this be 
required. 

Morning walk 

Meet in time for a prompt 10:00 start 
from the Swan on the Green pub. The 
walk will take the form of a southerly 
loop of around 6 miles of fairly flat 
walking taking in various points of local 
interest such as East Peckham church, 
Roydon Hall, Hadlow Tower and Oxen 
Hoath. 

Afternoon walk (New Walk 62)  

This is a new walk recently introduced 
by Nick White and forms part of volume 
6 of the Society’s Walks due to be 
published in 2018. 

Meet at entrance to West Peckham at 
the junction of Mereworth Road, 
Church Road and Forge Lane in time for 
a prompt 14:00 start. The walk heads 
North West on Stan Lane to Bo-peep 
Shaw then to Yotes Court, Wold's End 
Wood, Swanton Valley, and Hurstwood 
before returning via Rat's Castle and 
Gover Hill to Oxenhoath, Court Lodge 
Farm and West Peckham. The walk is 5 
miles in length and is moderately hilly. 

Sunday 28 October 2018 (Walk 22) 

Meet on Westerham Green near the 
statue of Winston Churchill (map 
reference TQ 447540) in time for a 
prompt 14:00 start. The walk takes a 
Southerly route via Hosey Common, 
Chartwell and Froghole before returning 
via Crockhamhill Common and 
Squerryes. This walk is 5.5 miles in 
length and hilly. 

Sunday 25 November 2018 (New 

Walk 56) 

This is a new walk recently introduced 
by Nick White and forms part of volume 
6 of the Society’s Walks due to be 
published in 2018. 

Meet at public car park in Cudham, 50m 
south of Blacksmith’s Arms TN14 7QB 
(map reference TQ446597) in time for a 
prompt 14:00 start. The walk heads 
north east to Mace Farm and Norstead 
Manor Farm before returning south via 
The Washneys and Newlands Wood to 
Birches Croft and Cacket’s Farm back to 
Cudham. This walk is just under 5 miles 
in length and pleasantly undulating 
rather than hilly. It can be muddy in 
parts and dogs, although welcome on 
walks, may have difficulty with some 
stiles. 

There is no walk in December 

Sunday 27 Jan 2019 (Walk 2) 

Meet at Godden Green opposite the Bucks Head, TN15 0JJ (map reference TQ553551) 
in time for a prompt 14:00 start. The walk heads east on good tracks and paths to 
Stone Street and Ightam Mote returning via Wilmot Hill and Bitchet Green then back 
via field paths and woods (where they may be some mud) to Godden Green. The walk 
is 5 miles in length and is hilly in parts. 
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An Unfortunate Mistake and the 
Early History 

New owners, Charrington, decided that 
the Bligh’s Hotel needed a make-over. A 
new inn sign depicted a defiant Captain 
William Bligh, and customers could drink 
in the Bounty Bar and eat in the Mutiny 
Grill. They had the wrong Bligh! The only 
mutinies linked to the hotel were when 
the landlord called time. To their 
embarrassment and cost, in the face of 
public scorn in February 1982 the 
brewers removed the offending 
trappings. 

What a modicum of research would have 
shown is this: In 1852, Samuel Bligh, a 
local man and licensee of the  Rose and 
Crown pub in Sevenoaks High Street, 
acquired a lease on a farm at the 
northern end of the street from the 
owners, the City of London Parish of St 
Botolph without Bishopsgate. Many 
publicans had a second occupation and 
Samuel was also recorded as a coal 
merchant. Obviously an astute 
businessman and keen to make a return 
on his investment, he was soon to have 
“hop-planter” added to his name. He 
developed a brewery on land 
immediately to the south, made repairs 
to the old farmhouse and turned some of 
the rooms into lodgings – the first Bligh’s 
Hotel.  Although now called the Oak 
Tavern and Tap, to many residents of our 

town “Bligh’s” it remains – the last relic 
of a once substantial farm. 

It was one of several in and around the 
town in the 14th century – and was 
possibly the most important. John Dunlop 
speculates that because of its 
prominence, it was the home-farm of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury’s holding in 
Sevenoaks, with a vineyard to the north 
(hence “The Vine”). The building that 
remains, still a major landmark in 
Sevenoaks and one of its heritage 
buildings, is Grade II listed and the 
exterior disguises a timber-framed farm-
house built in the 16th century. 

Rental documents show that in 1600 the 
“Farme on Sevenock Vyne” was owned 
by Sir Ralph Bosville of Bradbourne, who 
leased it to Edward Blackman for 21 
years. The rental included a messuage 
(dwelling place, and out-buildings), a barn 
and 52 acres of land, stretching to 
Bradbourne Park Road - although, apart 
from the fields now covered by The Drive 
and St Botolph’s Road, much was 
uncultivated. In return, Blackman was 
required to pay the sum of £10, provide 
four capons, and deploy his skills in the 
“trymming of the head and beard of 
Raphe Bosvile Knight as often as neede 
shall require”. 

In October 1654 for 
£1,010 and as an act 
of charity, the 
churchwardens and 
vestry of St Botolph 
without Bishopsgate 
completed the 
acquisition of a 
substantial part of 
northern Sevenoaks 
– the farm, a barn, 
stables and land 

Bligh’s Farm and Hotel from Beginnings to 1919  

The farm-yard entrance c 1875.  

The Farm c.1800.  
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totalling 74½ acres. The purchase was ‘for 
ye Benefit of the poor’ with the annual 
income from rents “to cloth people’. Over 
the next 200 years it was leased to 
various farmers, ending with Samuel 
Bligh who eventually bought it outright in 
the 1890’s when the estate was being 
broken up; it stayed in the family for the 
next 38 years. Hay and hops are likely to 
have been the main crops at first, with 
grazing for animals. The inventory of a 
will of 1672 includes “hoppoles” and a 
“bru-house” as well as a flock of around 
80 sheep and lambs. 

Bedlam at Blighs 

By 1806 the farm had become known 
locally as Bedlam, or Bethlehem, Farm – 
apparently it was common to assign to 
farms a name with a biblical connection. 
This, however, gave rise to what is 
probably an urban myth, seemingly 
stemming from Jane Edwards and her 
“Diaries” of 1863. In them she asserts 
that the building was rented in the 
middle of the eighteenth century by the 
Bethlem Royal Hospital in Moorfields 
(“Bedlam”), for use as a country retreat 
for patients suffering from mental 
disorders. Letters now in the Sevenoaks 
Library from the Archivist of the Bethlem 
Royal Hospital Estates deny that this 
outpost ever existed. 

Bligh’s Hotel 

In Jane Edwards’ time, Bligh’s was being 
let to “genteel lodgers”, and in 1867 it is 
listed in Harrod’s Postal and Commercial 
directory as a private family hotel, 
“replete with comfort and 
accommodation, charges moderate, 
pleasure gardens etc”. A public water 
pump stood outside. 

In the following year, Sevenoaks’ second 
railway station was opened at Tubs Hill. 
Samuel Bligh, as enterprising as ever, had 
obtained from the Bishopsgate trustees a 
further lease on land opposite and 
immediately opened the Sennocke Hotel 
(latterly the late lamented Farmers). 

On his death, sometime between 1871 
and 1881, his widow Elizabeth became 
licensee of “Bedlam Farm and 
Hotel” (1881 census), employing eight 
men and two boys. Her daughters 
Charlotte and Mary subsequently took 
over the license. By 1900 the hotel was 
known as “Bligh’s”, with the field behind 
being “Bligh’s Meadow”. In 1911 
Charlotte was landlady, following her 
sister’s death. Meantime their brother 
John had been developing his own 
business interests, as well as taking over 
responsibility for running the farm. 

John Samuel Bligh: Farmer and Brewer  

John was born at the Rose and Crown in 
1839 and following in his father’s 
footsteps in 1862 had purchased from 
John Allworth both the Holmesdale 
Tavern and the old brewery that lay to 
the south of Bligh’s. Twenty years later 
he enlarged it substantially, calling it the 

The farmhouse c1890, with the long wall separating 
it from the brewery. The shop “Danish Collection” 

now occupies the site of the barns on the right. 

Bligh’s Farm and Hotel from Beginnings to 1919 (cont’d) 
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Holmesdale Brewery (later “Bligh’s 
Brewery”). The present Brewery Lane 
marks the entrance. By then he owned 27 
pubs in and around Sevenoaks and was 
recorded as the largest local grower of 
hops, continuing the tradition of 
cultivating them in the farm’s hop garden 
and drying them in the two oasts to the 
north. 

The brewery and its tied houses were 
sold to Watney Combe Reid in 1911. It 
continued to thrive until its closure in 
1935, with its competitor Smiths just 
across the road. Locals were seen to 
stagger as they breathed in the air. 

By Edwardian times, although the home 
meadow remained, the farmlands were 
much curtailed. Around 1900 two farm 
buildings had been swept away, together 
with the town pond and trees in the 
gardens, to make way for the new 

Pembroke Road. Nineteen years later, the 
year of John’s death, work started on the 
demolition of the near derelict oasts and 
barn – and the associated St Botolph’s 
dairy. Farming operations ceased.  

Keith Wade 

This is an extract from the second in the 
series of articles on local hostelries. (The 
first, on The Elephant’s Head, is available 
on the Society’s web-site, together with 
the full version of this, which includes the 
history of Bligh’s Hotel from 1919 to 
modern times).    

Bligh’s, along with other notable buildings 
in the town, will feature in the Society’s 
next exhibition and the accompanying 
book “The Heritage Buildings of 
Sevenoaks”, scheduled for June 2019.   

If anyone has further information about 
Bligh’s and the family, please contact me 
on kwc@keithwadeconsulting.co.uk. In 
researching its story, I owe special thanks 
to David Killingray and Bob Ogley.  

The brewery entrance.  

The brewery’s crest on a mug, and price list. 

The oasts at the corner of Pembroke Road, c1910. 
The man obviously wishes he had a shovel. 

Bligh’s Farm and Hotel from Beginnings to 1919 (cont’d) 

mailto:kwc@keithwadeconsulting.co.uk
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Knole Restoration Project   Nathalie Cohen 

It was with much regret that we had to 
cancel the proposed talk on the 
Greensand Commons project on February 
28th on account of the heavy snow, but 
happily that talk has been re-arranged to 
take place after our AGM on 3rd October.  

A month later, we were very pleased to 
welcome Nathalie Cohen, the National 
Trust archaeologist, to a full hall. She gave 
a fascinating talk on the extraordinary 
discoveries made at Knole House during 
the current massive restoration. 

She outlined the background to the 
project, which has been running now for 
over six years, and mentioned the 
possibility of Bronze Age remains on Echo 
Mount, though her talk focussed mainly 
on curious discoveries inside the house, 
which, over the years before such things 
were disapproved of, has been well 
graffitied, even in the show rooms, which 

actually form quite a small part of the 
total complex. Among the most 
important historical discoveries were the 
ritual burn marks, applied as a sort of 
inoculation against future fires. 

During the first few years of the 
restoration, most of the work had been to 
secure the building from damp and decay, 
to make it watertight, and she showed 
various pieces of evidence of the poor 
state of the building. This involved the 
removal of 3 acres of the total seven 
acres of roofing, which enabled the study 
of various stages of the development of 
the building, raising the possibility that 
the kitchen had been an earlier great hall. 
One of the most exciting discoveries 
during this phase was of further ritual 
protection marks, known as witch marks, 
dating back to when Sir Thomas Sackville 
received the house in 1604 and started 
developments. 

Scaffolding and protection over three acres of roof 
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The next phase was to create a secure 
environment for the historical 
collections, which meant that some 
rooms were cleared of all their contents 
to enable a thorough investigation of the 
state of the walls, floors and ceilings. At 
this stage also, the restoration of the 
barn to create a conservation studio was 
initiated. 

Nathalie showed many images of 
discoveries from under the floor boards, 
hairpins, cold cream jars from the 1890s, 
a good deal of evidence of persistent 
smoking, trading tokens, known as 
jettons, a Perrier bottle from 1906, and a 
letter from 1633. 

One of the questions afterwards 
concerned the extent to which visitors 
were kept at a distance from the 
specialist craft repairers and she 
explained that this had to be done 
because of the specialist chemicals being 
used and the fume cupboard. She hoped 
that a video link could be setup to allow 
viewing of the detailed work.  

Her talk was much enjoyed by the 
crowded hall and it was a great pleasure 
to listen to a speaker so completely in 
control of her material. 

Tim Pearce 

Knole Restoration Project cont’d 

Witchmark 
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 The Sevenoaks Society 
For the Conservation and Improvement of the Town 

Sixty Sixth Annual General Meeting 
To be held at 

St Luke’s Church Hall, Eardley Road, TN13 1XT 
On 3rd October 2018 at 7.15pm 

Agenda 

1. Notice convening the meeting
2. Apologies for absence
3. Minutes of the 65th Annual General Meeting
4. To receive the Executive Committee’s Report
5. To receive the Statement of Accounts
6. To elect: President and Vice Presidents 

Officers and other members of the Committee 

Members are reminded that, in accordance with the rules, the Officers and Committee 
members relinquish office each year and are eligible for election. Proposals for the 
election of Officers and / or Committee must be in the hands of the Chairman at least 
fourteen days before the A.G.M., the consent of such nominees first having been 
obtained. 
The Officers and Society shall consist of President and seven Officers comprising the 
Chairman, Vice Chairman, Treasurer, Secretary, Publicity Officer, and Membership 
Secretary. The Executive Committee shall consist of these Officers and not more than 
eight further Members. 

Minutes of the Sevenoaks Society  

Annual General Meeting, October 4th, 2017 

Sixty Sixth Annual General Meeting 

The AGM was preceded at 6.30 by the 
launch of the new book by Geraldine 
Tucker and Elizabeth Purves, The Lodges 
and Coach Houses of Sevenoaks.  The 
book sold well and is available from the 
Sevenoaks Bookshop at £12.00. 

The AGM commenced promptly at 7.15 
and was attended by some 65 members. 
Apologies were received from John Edge, 
Peter Fleming. John & Lyndall Hacker, 
Patrick Pascal, Mr & Mrs Michael 

Willsher, Peter and Cherry Moss and 
Caroline and Paul Julius. 

The minutes of the 64th AGM (2016) had 
been circulated in the June 2017 
magazine. Approval was proposed by 
David Green, seconded by Tim Pearce, 
and carried nem con. There were no 
matters arising. 

The Chairman’s report had also been 
published in the June 2017 magazine. 
Adoption was proposed by Richard 
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  Baxter, seconded by Charles George and 
carried nem con. 

The Treasurer’s report was also published 
in the June 2017 magazine. Adoption 
proposed by David Green, seconded by 
John Stambollouian and carried nem con. 

The Treasurer then proposed the increase 
of subscriptions from April 2018 from 
£10.00 to £12.00 for single membership, 
from £14.00 to £18.00 for joint 
membership, from £85.00 to £100.00 for 
Oak membership (20 years) and from 
£120.00 to £135.00 for Oak double 
membership. The proposal was seconded 
by Nick White and carried nem.con. 

Before the Election of Officers, the 
President took the opportunity to pay 
tribute to John Edge, who has resigned 
from the Committee. John has served on 
the Committee for ten years and played a 
very strong role in the Townscape and 
Planning Group of which he was 
chairman, and as Vice-Chairman of the 
Society, when called upon. He has also 
run the first two presentations of the 
Frank Marshall Award and represented 
the Society on the London Green Belt 
Committee.  We are most grateful to him 
for all his work. The President also 
thanked Nick White, who has looked after 
the Walks and been responsible for the 
modernisation of the Walks Booklets. He 
is leaving the Committee but will still 
manage the sales of the Walks Booklets. 
The President also thanked Peter 
Bennelick, who is retiring from the 
Committee, for his work on the TPG and 
on the Membership sub-committee. At 
this point the President stood down, but 
was almost immediately re-elected 
proposed by David Gamble, seconded by 
David Green. 

The Vice-Presidents, Rob Harcourt, Eric 
Keys, Maurice Nairne, Mrs Adrienne 
Rogers, Peter Rogers and Bruce Walker 
were also all re-elected, proposed by 
Richard Baxter and seconded by Roger 
FitzGerald. 

David Green was re-elected as Chairman, 
proposed by Sir Michael Harrison and 
seconded by Tim Pearce. 

There were no nominations for Vice-
Chairman. That position remains vacant. 

Richard Baxter was re-elected as 
Treasurer, proposed by Keith Wade and 
seconded by Michael Harwood. 

Tim Pearce was re-elected as Secretary, 
proposed by Charles George and 
seconded by Roger Walshe. 

There were no nominations for 
Membership Secretary, so that position 
remains vacant. 

Keith Wade was re-elected as Publicity 
Officer, proposed by Tim Pearce and 
seconded by Peter Ashwell. 

The further members of the Committee, 
Roger FitzGerald, David Gamble, Charles 
George, John Stambollouian, Geraldine 
Tucker, and Roger Walshe were re-elected 
and Nick Umney was elected, proposed by 
David Green and seconded by Nick White. 

The Formal part of the AGM closed at 
around 7.35 and was followed by the 
Frank Marshall award, presented by the 
President to Robert Sackville on behalf of 
the National Trust.  After a break for 
refreshments, Robert Sackville then gave 
us an outstanding talk on “Living in Knole 
in the 21st Century”. Both these events are 
reported elsewhere. 

Minutes of the Sevenoaks Society Annual General Meeting, October 4th, 2017 (cont’d) 
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Work on next year’s Sevenoaks Society 
Heritage Exhibition is progressing well 
and we are most grateful to the 
Sevenoaks Visual Arts Forum for their 
recent agreement to host our 
forthcoming Exhibition in the 
Kaleidoscope Gallery in the Sevenoaks 
Library. In brief, what we are planning is a 
highly visual display of photographs and 
other artwork which will tell the history 
of Sevenoaks through the medium of its 
heritage buildings and structures. We will 
also be publishing an accompanying book 
which will expand the information on the 
display Panels.   

Since this is very much intended as a 
Community project, the plan is to hold 
the Exhibition for two to three weeks 
from mid-June 2019 onwards, in order to 
maximise school participation at both 
primary and secondary level. For those 
“older” Sevenoaks residents (those based 
in the town for a number of years), we 
also plan to hold “reminiscence sessions”. 
For those unfamiliar with this term, the 
idea is that people bring a non-precious 
Sevenoaks related item to a session - for 
example, an old photograph - and then 

participate in a discussion about that item 
with others.  

To illustrate this process, David Green has 
kindly contributed two photographs 
dating from the early 1950s from the 
vantage of the top of the National 
Westminster Bank, 67 High Street. These 
were taken by Gordon Anckorn and show 
a contrasting north and south outlook 
along the High Street. At that time, 
Gordon Anckorn was the staff 
photographer on the Sevenoaks 
Chronicle. Their offices are clearly visible 
in the photograph to the south. Also of 
note are the now “vintage cars” along the 
High Street, the Warren Clock and the 
Red House.  

We hope Members will rise to the 
challenge and provide other interesting 
memorabilia next summer which can be 
featured in the Exhibition.  

More detailed information will be 
included in the next copy of the 
Magazine.    

Geraldine Tucker 

Heritage Exhibition June/July 2019
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Name(s) (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Other)  ...........................................................................  

Address  .....................................................................................................................  

 ...................................................................................................................................  

postcode  ............................................  ....... phone ………………………………………………… 

phone  ........................................................................................................................  

email  .........................................................................................................................  

Signed  ..................................................................  date ...........................................  

Once completed, please send this form to: Richard Baxter, 7 The Drive, Sevenoaks TN13 3AB 
Cheques payable to “The Sevenoaks Society”  

To: The Manager .................................................................................................Bank 

Branch .......................................................................................................................  

Sort Code ……………………………….. Account Number  ……………………………………………… 

With effect from 31 March 20.......... and annually thereafter until further notice 
please pay to The Sevenoaks Society - Account number 70725102 at HSBC Bank, 
Sevenoaks Branch, 69 High Street  sort code 40-40-32 

The sum of £……………………………………(…………….............................................pounds) 

Signed  .................................................................. date ...........................................  

For future subscriptions please complete below 

I am a UK tax-payer and wish all my donations to qualify for Gift Aid. (Delete if not applicable)  

Signed  ..................................................................  date ...........................................  

   EITHER  (Please circle as appropriate) 

I / We enclose £12.00 / £18.00  as my /our annual subscription  
OR 

I / We enclose  £ 100 / £135 as my /our subscription for the 20 year Oak Membership 
AND 

I / We consent to the Society retaining my /our personal data in accordance with its 
GDPR Data Protection policy. 
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GDPR Form 

THE SEVENOAKS SOCIETY 

GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATIONS 

Please complete and return to: 
the Hon Treasurer Richard Baxter at 7 The Drive Sevenoaks TN13 3AB 

First Name(s) .................................................................................................................  

Last Name: ....................................................................................................................  

Address 1: .....................................................................................................................  

Address 2: .....................................................................................................................  

Town: ............................................................................................................................  

Post Code: .....................................................................................................................  

Email address: ...............................................................................................................  

Telephone Number (h)………………………………..(mob) .....................................................  

I/We hereby consent to The Sevenoaks Society (“The Society”) communicating with 

me/us by email at the above or such other email address I/We may provide, or if 

none, then at the above postal address and to The Society holding the above 

personal details for that purpose. I/We further consent to the Society passing the 

details of my/our address to such third party as the Society may from time to time 

employ to print and distribute magazines and other communications to its 

members.  

SIGNED   ……………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………….. 

(if joint membership both must sign)        DATE      /     / 2018 
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Nick White's five volumes of Country walks around 
Sevenoaks are available at the Sevenoaks Bookshop, 
Up and Running, Ide Hill Community shop among 
others, and also at some Sevenoaks Society meetings. 

When I finished the first five volumes two 
years ago I thought that I had exhausted 
all of the worthwhile walks in and around 
Sevenoaks. However, friends in 
Sevenoaks Society and Sevenoaks U3A 
have made me aware of yet more good 
walks.  

I am especially grateful to Society 
member Velma Keys for material she has 
contributed. On the basis of that material 
I have managed to put together a further 
22 walks which will neatly fill another two 
volumes. I have almost finished the 
directions and draft maps for the first 
eleven which will form Volume 6.  

The next step is to pass them to Victoria 
Baxter for her expert artwork before they 
go to the printer. I hope to have them on 
sale before the end of the summer.    

Volume 6 will contain walks from 
Cudham, Halstead, Shipbourne (2), Dunk’s 
Green (2), West Peckham, Hadlow, 
Golden Green, Crockham Hill and 
Kemsing. All of the start points are close 
to pubs for the benefit of those who, like 
me, enjoy relaxing over a pint after an 
energetic walk. I hope to complete the 
remaining eleven walks for Volume 7 
during the winter. 

Nick White 

Walking Guides 
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S aturday 2nd June  

talk by Tim Pearce on “Shopping in Sevenoaks 
and St John’s” St John’s Residents Association: 
4.00 p.m. St John’s URC Church. 

Tuesday 19th June 

Planning Advisory Committee meeting: 
7.00 p.m. Sevenoaks District Council. 
Presentation of revised Local Plan. 

Saturday 30TH June 

Sevenoaks Summer Festival: Society Stand in 
the Vine Gardens from 10.00 a.m. (Please note 
that the charity stalls will all be in Vine 
Gardens: and there will be many more than 
usual.) 

Saturday 30th June 

Farm walk at Romshed Farm.  
This is part of the Sevenoaks Festival and is 
presented by the poet Adam Horovitz. Tickets 
are £10.00 from the Stag Box Office. 

Wednesday July 11th 

Executive Committee meeting, 8.00 p.m. in the 
Wreford Room, Kippington Centre 

Wednesday 25 July 

Talk by Nick Rushby on “The Otford Palace 
Conservation Trust”. 8.00 p.m., St Luke’s Hall. 
Eardley Road, TN13 1XT, Tea and Coffee 
available from 7.30 p.m. 

Wednesday 12th September 

Provisional date for the Annual Residents 
Associations meeting (tbc). 

Wednesday 3rd October 

Sevenoaks Society AGM, 7.15 p.m.  
at St Luke’s Hall, Eardley Road TN13 1XT 
followed by talk at 8.00 p.m. by Fidelity 
Weston on the “Greensands Common Project” 

Wednesday 7th November 

Executive Committee Meeting, 8.00 p.m. in the 
Wreford Room, Kippington Centre 

Wednesday 28th November 

Talk by Stevie Rice on the future plans for the 
Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve. 

Wednesday 13th February, 2019 
Talk by Ed Thompson on the History of Bat & 

Ball station. 

Thursday 24th May  
AGM followed by “A school transformed: 
Sevenoaks School 1898-2002”  
speaker Mike Bolton. 

Thursday 21st June  
Chris Rowley on “Local History in Leigh”. 

Thursday 19th July  
James Dickinson on “Edward III: the first part of 
the Hundred Years War”. 

Thursday 20th September  
Mary Smith on “A schoolgirl’s war”. 

Thursday18th October  
Annual Gardiner Lecture:  
Professor Sally Alexander on  
“A Woman’s Place: Feminism after the Vote”. 

Thursday 22nd November  
Brigadier Hugh Willing on “1066: the battle of 

Hastings – mired in controversy”. 

The Historical Society continues to offer half price annual membership to members of Sevenoaks 
Society. Annual membership is £10 for the year beginning April (£5 for SevSoc members). Non- 
members are welcome at £3 per meeting. 
Meetings are held in St Nicholas Church undercroft, starting at 8pm. Forthcoming meetings are: 

Sevenoaks Society Calendar June 2018 to February 2019

Sevenoaks Historical Society May to November 2018 




