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Having been elected as Chairman of 

the Society at the recent AGM, I 

thought this would be a good 

opportunity to introduce myself to 

the Society’s members. 

 

I have lived in Sevenoaks since early 

1949 when my father was appointed 

Manager of the Westminster Bank 

(now the �a�onal Westminster 

Bank) in the town. As was customary 

in those days, we lived in the 

residence above the banking hall 

un�l my father re�red in �uly 196�, 

when we moved to a house in Garth 

Road. Apart from five years at 

boarding school I have lived in 

Sevenoaks since we moved here in 

1949. 

 

On leaving school I trained as a 

solicitor, qualifying in 196�. A�er 

working in the City for what was 

then the largest firm of solicitors for 

just over two years, I joined Knocker 

� �oske� at The Red House in 

October 1967 as a partner and 

stayed there for the rest of my 

working life, being Senior Partner for 

sixteen years, before finally re�ring 

at the end of March 2011. During my 

�me there I covered various areas of 

the law, but mainly property work 

both residen�al and commercial. As 

a result I frequently came into 

contact with Town and Country 

Planning and handled a number of 

planning appeals doing the advocacy 

myself, and in two or three cases 

instructed a certain Michael Harrison 

to appear for the appellant! 

 

Living in Sevenoaks as I have for 

almost sixty-eight years I have seen 

many changes in the townscape, 

some of which have been 

architecturally a�rac�ve, but most 

of which have frankly been rather 

ordinary. I am therefore delighted to 

have been able to become involved 

with the Society and look forward to 

having some involvement in “the 

conserva�on and improvement of 

the town”. 

 

Going forward we have much with 

which to concern ourselves. Our 

involvement in the Local List project 

on behalf of the District Council will 

draw to a close within the next 

couple of months; this has involved 

several of our members in thousands 

of hours of (voluntary) work and is 

the first of its kind in Kent (and 

possibly the South East as a whole). 

This project (of which there is more 

elsewhere in this newsle�er) will 

prove to be of benefit to the whole 
community in seeking to preserve 

the best of its buildings. 

 

���������� ������  
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�e shall con�nue to lobby the 

District Council to establish a Design 

Review Panel, to ensure that any 

future major buildings are well 

designed and appropriate to their 

loca�on, and to establish a Master 

Plan for the development of the 

Sta�on area which for many visitors 

is the gateway to Sevenoaks and at 

present is something of a “mish 

mash”. 

 

�e shall give very careful a�en�on 

to the District Council’s response to 

the Government’s “Call for Sites” to 

sa�sfy its demand for more houses 

(12,000) in its area. Many of the sites 

so far iden�fied are in the Green Belt 

which will be of concern to us as to 

many of the Town’s residents. 

 

�inally, as � men�oned at the �GM, 

we are planning to hold an 

e�hibi�on in May��uly 201� en�tled 

“The Heritage Buildings of 

Sevenoaks” to highlight, and give the 

history of, the most significant 

buildings and street furniture in our 

area. This will be on similar lines to 

the “Remarkable Trees” e�hibi�on 

held some two years ago. 

 

David Green 

 

 

This excerpt from the SDC 
website may explain to 
members what the ‘Call for 
Sites’ refers to.  

 
Call for Sites 
Local residents, landowners, 

developers, businesses and other 

interested parties are invited to put 

forward sites for development within 

Sevenoaks District that may be 

suitable for future development and 

inclusion in the new Local Plan. 

The call for sites does not determine 

if a site should be allocated for 

development. It is a technical 

exercise aimed at identifying potential 

sites for development. All submitted 

sites will be assessed in the Strategic 

Housing Land Availability 

Assessment (SHLAA) and the 

Economic Land Availability 

Assessment (ELAA), and these 

documents will be used to inform the 

selection of suitable sites to be taken 

forward in the Local Plan. 

The call for sites remains open and 

new sites can be submitted to the 

Council at anytime. 

Any new sites will be included in 
subsequent drafts of the SHLAA. 

���������� ������ �������� 
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���������� ������ �������� 
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This happy state of affairs con�nued 

for several years, but soon the in-

creasing influence of the internet 

spread into our world.  No longer did 

guests consult the excellent tourist 

Guide Books, but simply went 

“online”   It followed that operators 

also had to “go online”.   Visitors 

would consult Google and make use 

of websites which held centralised 

accommoda�on informa�on.   B&B’s 

also built their own websites. 

 

It was a ma�er of careful thought to 

showcase accommoda�on.  Your site 

would include informa�on on places 

of interest and the convenience of 

travelling to London, or indeed using 

Sevenoaks as a stop-off point in a 

�ourney from the Con�nent to any-

where in the UK. You gradually be-

came more sophis�cated in selec�ng 

‘key words’ to improve search rank-

ings; and you logged into Google 

maps to highlight your excellent lo-

ca�on.  The �oys of business almost 

literally at your �nger�ps� 

 

Sadly the idyllic flow of business 

from the TIC gradually declined as 

the internet rose, and the TIC closed.   

The departure of the famous “I”, 

known throughout Europe for Infor-

ma�on on the district disappeared.   

We had to accept a new world and 

BED & BREAKFAST 

The service of B&B, as it is known 

worldwide, is popular with tourists.   

I asked a guest when we started our 

B&B why this was the case, and his 

lovely reply was that he and his wife 

were guests in our home, rather 

than a commercial ins�tu�on.  For 

this reason, people who offer B&B 

try to reach the highest standards of 

personal service.  Another guest 

said he always used B&Bs world-

wide, and these had ranged from 

the equivalent of a luxury hotel, (in 

America, of course), to a rush-mat 

and a cushion (somewhere in Afri-

ca).   You have to admire the wish to 

par�cipate in the local community. 

 

My wife and I began our B&B in 

1995.  We had two spare rooms, 

and liked the idea of having guests 

with whom we could talk about 

Sevenoaks and the surrounding dis-

trict, with its many places of inter-

est.  We consulted Sevenoaks Tour-

ist Informa�on Centre (TIC), who 

were immensely helpful with much 

good advice.  Furthermore they 

introduced visitors who had called 

at their centrally located bureau, in 

return for a small commission.  

Rarely a day would pass without a 

call. 
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had to adapt.  Our li�le “co�age 

industry” created its own central 

informa�on service and in co-

opera�on with Sevenoaks District 

and Town Councils, was able to offer 

advice about B&B vacancies.   

 

A recent significant and highly influ-

en�al development has been the 

advent of Tripadvisor, in addi�on to 

the long established Google.    

Tripadvisor encourages users to sub-

mit a review of their B & B accom-

moda�on and there is no doubt that 

poten�al visitors read and are influ-

enced by previous guest reviews.   It 

is a nice compliment when guests 

refer to a previous review.  The lat-

est trend is Airbnb, a self-regula�ng 

online accommoda�on adver�sing 

and booking service.  Originally con-

ceived to adver�se spare rooms in 

private homes, this service has 

grown worldwide and now lists not 

only ‘spare rooms’ but complete B & 

B or self-catering facili�es. Consum-

ers view it as convenient and quick 

to use.  Accommoda�on providers 

are largely split between devotees 

and detractors! 

 

Several organisa�ons encourage 

proprietors to accept “on-line” book-

ings, but others, ourselves included 

prefer to make reserva�ons direct 

with the guests, either by email or 

telephone. O�en an addi�onal fact 

emerges from a conversa�on and 

you establish a rapport with guests.   

It is important to have a record of 

the arrangements which we try to 

confirm by email.     

 

The daily opera�on of a B&B natural-

ly starts with providing breakfast, 

and we try to do so at the �me to 

suit guests. A�er serving breakfast, 

servicing rooms has priority.  Gener-

ally, this is achieved by mid-morning, 

although if several guests are leaving 

together, the work of changing bed-

ding and towels and cleaning the 

rooms can occupy the whole morn-

ing.  Some B&B’s s�pulate minimum 

two night visits, but most take visi-

tors for one night. 

 

Anyone thinking of star�ng a B&B 

should consider that by using two or 

three rooms in your own home, you 

are never going to make a fortune.  

It is supplemental income which can 

be achieved at the tempo you wish.  

 BED & BREAKFAST 
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�roprietors opera�ng on a strict �-

nancial rein, should think of a lady B 

& B proprietor in Dover, where a 

guest told me, that at breakfast, he 

was asked if he would like corn-

flakes.  Yes please, he replied, 

whereupon the lady held the packet 

over his bowl and put in enough just 

to cover the willow pa�ern. 

 

My wife and I felt that running a B&B 

was a source of much pleasure, a 

service to the community, and gen-

erated sufficient income to make it 

worthwhile.  For anyone embarking 

on the business, please take advice 

from the local organisa�on and oth-

er proprietors.  It is more complicat-

ed these days than talking to the 

nice ladies at the Tourist Informa�on 

Centre.  I think that nothing empha-

sises the changes for B & B more, 

than a conversa�on I had with a pro-

spec�ve guest recently.    �e asked if 

I had Wi Fi, and when I said I did, he 

replied.  “That’s good - it’s more im-

portant than the ma�ress�� 

 

This comment is indica�ve of the 

rapidly rising quality standards of 

B&B accommoda�on.  �uests expect 

the highest standards of décor, ser-

vice, food and general ambiance.  

This is where small accommoda�on 

providers can shine in devo�ng 

much �me to crea�ng stylish, quality 

accommoda�on to provide visitors 

with not just ‘a home from home’ 

but a very special experience.  This is 

the memory which visitors take away 

with them, and as such it makes to-

day’s B&B businesses outstanding 

ambassadors for Sevenoaks.   

 
I strongly recommend the advice of 

the Sevenoaks District Accommoda-

�on Forum (SDAF) which promotes 

and supports Sevenoaks district ac-

commoda�on providers.   Miss �en-

ny Cracknell, the Chairman, (Mob 

07811 066253) would be pleased to 

advise.  SDAF also has its own web-

site, www.simplysevenoaks.co.uk, 

which not only lists all SDAF mem-

bers but also includes guidance on 

accommoda�on availability, local 

restaurants and cafes, shops and 

a�rac�ons. 

 

Mike Murray 
 

 

 BED & BREAKFAST 
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L���� L���  
�he following le�er provides 
members with an update on the 
Society’s ongoing work on the Local 

List which has now been delivered to 
SDC and forms part of a current 
consulta�on� 

THE SEVENOAKS SOCIETY  
�or the conserva�on and improvement of the town  

Hollow End  

4 Wellmeade Drive  
Sevenoaks  

TN13 1QA  

12th November 2016  
 
Mr Richard Morris  

Director of Planning  

Sevenoaks District Council  

 

Cllr. Robert Piper  

Por�olio Holder for Planning 

Sevenoaks District Council  

 

 
Dear Mr Morris and Mr Piper  

Re: The Local List  

I am responding on behalf of the Sevenoaks Society to the public 

consulta�on on the proposed local list.  

The Sevenoaks Society has been delighted to be able to collaborate 

so construc�vely with the District Council in the prepara�on of the 

dra� local list. We believe that what has been produced is a valua�
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ble asset and will help in crea�ng a be�er understanding and con-

sensus about what aspects of the town's built environment are 

most important to protect and conserve.  

 

�he prepara�on of the local list has been a ma�or undertaking in-

volving several hundred thousand hours of work by our team of 

volunteers. We hope that what has been done will provide an ex-

ample which can be followed in other parts of the District. We are 

willing to offer help and advice on the basis of our experience to 

any groups who may wish to mount a similar exercise elsewhere.  

Given that so much voluntary effort has been expended in the 

prepara�on of the list we are keen to ensure that it is taken for-

ward and put into opera�on in the most effec�ve way possible. ln 

general we are happy with the content of the dra� Supplementary 

Planning Document� but we do have a number of sugges�ons for 

how the dra�ing might be improved and one ma�or reserva�on in 

rela�on to the provision on the use of �r�cle � Direc�ons.  

ln the prepara�on of the list� the �nal selec�on of those assets 

which should go forward onto the dra� list was made by an expert 

Panel on which there were professional and member representa-

�ves from the cons�tuent local authori�es as well as a representa-

�ve of �istoric �ngland. �ll were agreed that one of the dis�nc�ve 

features of Sevenoaks lies in the variety and quality of its boundary 

walls and railings. �hey also agreed that what in many cases dis�n-

guished a building from others of a similar type and set it apart for 

local lis�ng was its 'completeness' in the sense that it had its origi-

nal pa�ern windows� doors� tradi�onal roo�ng materials� etc.  
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Such features, par�cularly outside conserva�on areas, can be al-

tered or destroyed under permi�ed development rights without 

the need for planning consent. lf there is no protec�on where 

changes are threatened, locally listed assets could have their spe-

cial character harmed and their �us�fica�on for lis�ng negated. 

This would undermine the work that has been done and materially 

diminish the value of the local list as an instrument for suppor�ng 

local heritage conserva�on.  

�e would urge the Council to substan�ally strengthen the provi-

sion in the dra� SPD rela�ng to �r�cle � direc�ons. �e would like 

the Council to make clear in the SPD that it will monitor the effect 

of the local list and where there appear to be threats to locally 

listed assets resul�ng from permi�ed development they will intro-

duce an �r�cle � Direc�on to remove the relevant permi�ed devel-

opment rights in rela�on to specific developments or classes of 

development. This would allow the Council to consider any pro-

posed changes in the light of their impact on the heritage signifi-

cance of the asset, as part of a planning applica�on.  

This would be in line with advice given by Historic England in their 

��ood Prac�ce �uide� which says�  

'Where changes do not require planning permission, an authori-

ty may consider whether the e�ercise of permi�ed de�elopment 

rights would undermine the aims for locally listed heritage as-

sets in cases where it would, authori�es may consider the use of 

an �r�cle � �irec�on �in tandem with the local lis�ng process� 

to ensure any permi�ed de�elopment is gi�en due considera-

�on�'  
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�ne dra�ing amendment which might make the SPD read more 

clearly is if the third paragraph were to be moved to appear under 

a heading of '�ltera�ons and ��tensions' and to precede the para-

graph �tled 'Demoli�on'.  

There is a risk that the requirement in the SPD for a replacement 

building to incorporate sustainability features might be in conflict 

with the requirement to provide a building of high environmental 

standards. We suggest that the dra�ing might be amended to read 

'and cons�tutes sustainable development' instead of 'and incorpo-

rates sustainability features'.  

 

We would also suggest that there is a risk of misinterpreta�on of 

the statement in paragraph 2 that the local list 'does not provide 

any addi�onal planning controls'. This might be amended to indi-

cate that no addi�onal planning consents would be required.  

 

We hope that the Council will take account of these points and 

par�cularly of our deep concern that the value of the local list� with 

the immense e�ort that has gone into its produc�on� could be se-

verely reduced unless the Council is prepared to make clear its de-

termina�on to use �r�cle 4 Direc�ons where locally listed assets 

may be threatened under permi�ed development rights.  

 
Yours sincerely  

David Green 

 
David C. Green  
Chairman  
 

Registered Charity No 1094951 

WWW.SEVENOAKSSOCIETY.ORG.UK 
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Membership of the Town-

scape and Planning Group 

John Edge (chairman), Gareth 
Atkinson, Peter Bennelick, Mary 
Carver, Roger FitzGerald, Charles 
George, Tim Pearce, John Stam-
bollouian 
 
 The Townscape and Planning 

Group is one of the Society’s 
main working par�es. 

 We review the SDC Weekly 
list of planning applica�ons. 

 We largely ignore residen�al 
extensions unless they are in 
conserva�on areas. 

What follows is a progress report on 
the sites which we regard as of gen-
eral importance to the whole Seven-
oaks Community. 

Work has started at last on the new 
flats to be sited on the car park 
north of the Bentley Garage in Lon-
don Road and it will not be long be-
fore Salmon’s disappears and the 
Berkeley Homes development starts 
there. This will be a major change to 
the streetscape there. 

A�er several a�empts and many 
delays, Toni & Guys has eventually 
glassed in the open arcade of the 
Market House. We opposed this, as 
did STC, but the Inspector let it 
through on appeal. It is a notable 

loss of space at 
that narrow point 
of the High 
Street. 

 

 

 

We were saddened by the loss of the 
tradi�onal image of Greatness Mill, 
but as the Building burnt down and 
was rebuilt in the 1920s, Historic 
England did not think it worthy of 
lis�ng and the developer has tried to 
maintain something of the shape of 
the previous structure. 
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The equally large development of a 

new Care Home in the green space 

next to Bourchier Close and behind 

St Nicholas church is far less ad-

vanced, though a new roadway has 

been cut through from the church 

car park, which raises some concern 

about the poten�al increase of 

traffic from the High Street via Rec-

tory Lane. 

The cladding has now come off the 

tower blocks of Tubs Hill House, and 

the developers have certainly smart-

ened them up and have not raised 

the height with an extra floor. It will 

be interes�ng to see what effect this 

development of flats has on the al-

ready difficult traffic on Tubs Hill.   

Meanwhile, 139 London Road re-

mains in limbo. Planning permission 

has been granted but there has been 

no change at the site. 
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Although there has been no real sign 

of progress on the Farmers site, the 

�lenman Corpora�on has at least 

improved the hoardings around the 

site, a�er much pressure from S�C, 

but even then have caused an addi-

�onal problem, because people 

wai�ng in the bus shelter now can-

not see if the bus is coming. 

Alongside this site, the Council has 

approved the proposal for a new 

Premier Inn hotel on the Sennocke 

car park. This was a highly conten-

�ous issue along with the decking of 

the car park at the end of Brad-

bourne Park Road. The Society sent 

in detailed objec�ons to both pro-

posals, although , of course, we ac-

cepted both  need for a new hotel 

and for increased long-stay parking 

provision. In both cases, we objected 

to the design and lamented the lack 

of an overall plan for that area, 

which has changed piecemeal over 

the last forty years and is not an ap-

propriate gateway to the town. 

Elsewhere in the town, the site of 

Raley’s Gym presents a sorry scene. 

A development of large residen�al 

houses there has been approved and 

it is to be hoped that work will start 

soon.  

One proposal, to extend a property 

in Wildernesse Avenue, was firmly 

turned down. This was at Why-

teladies, a Baillie Sco� house of 

some dis�nc�on. The proposal 

would have involved changing the 

roofscape and thereby destroying 

the integrity of the original design.  

We were pleased to see that our 

objec�ons were followed up by a 

very strong le�er from the Twen�-

eth Century Society. 

We have been keeping a close watch 

on the Call for Sites. The assessment 

of the viability of green belt sites will 

be published in January. 

Tim Pearce 

Addendum from John Edge 

TPG Report – Policy Note 

Tim Pearce’s Report primarily covers 

sensi�ve Sites in Sevenoaks where 

Planning Applica�ons have been 

submi�ed. This �ote expands on 

broader policy ma�ers. 
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1. Design Review Panel 

The lack of a Design Review Panel at 

SDC weakens, in our view, the quali-

ty of design in new build schemes. 

�any towns and ci�es have such a 

panel, which may be involved at Pre-

App stage and be paid for by the 

developer. The sugges�on, o�en 

made by SDC, that “Design is subjec-

�ve” is simply not true� Good and 

bad design is capable of assessment 

by the expert eye, and the reasons 

iden�fiable. Too many schemes are 

of inadequate quality, both in design 

and specifica�on, and o�en generic 

without recogni�on of local architec-

tural styles and context. 

2. Master Plans 

The absence of a master plan for the 

Sta�on area (including the Premier 

Inn site, Farmers Site, shops parade, 

car parks, sta�on � London Road 

traffic flows – vehicular and pedestri-

an, and the public realm) has been 

highlighted by the Society and SDC 

has agreed to explore the benefits of 

pu�ng one in place notwithstanding 

that a number of schemes in the 

area have already been approved. 

The railway sta�on and the London 

Road approach are important entry 

points to the town, and the current 

visual impressions are not good. The 

Farmers site has been vacant for ten 

or so years, which adds to the un-

loved look of the area. 

A master plan was similarly mooted 

for the town centre by an architect 

who lives locally (Roger FitzGerald) 

some years ago through the Seven-

oaks Chronicle, but to no avail. The 

proposals included improving shop-

per pedestrian access on the East/

West axis between London Road and 

the car parks off Suffolk Way, as well 

as upgrading the una�rac�ve service 

area off Suffolk Way and behind the 

High Street. That area remains a blot 

on the landscape. 

3. Strategic Housing Land 

Availability Assessment 

The “Call for Sites” by SDC was a 

means of tes�ng their ability to meet 

the Government’s “requirement” for 

12,000 new homes in the SDC area 

(my Briefing Note of June 16 2016 

described). The Society has not 

taken a posi�on on this un�l the  

��������� ��� P������� ����� ������ �������� 
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consulta�on process on the Council’s 

conclusions is available in early 2017. 

Some 22 sites, many in the Green 

Belt, in the Sevenoaks town area 

were put forward for considera�on 

by local landowners. At least two 

�esidents Associa�ons - Montreal 

Park and Hollybush - have made rep-

resenta�ons.  

Sir Michael Fallon MP recently wrote 

in the Chronicle “this number is 

merely an ini�al target, calculated 

using na�onal figures without ac-

coun�ng for local constraints. It is 

therefore vital that the council un-

dertakes a proper, methodical pro-

cess to develop its plan…(which) 

stands up to local scru�ny.” 

The Society will be represented at 

the AGM of the London Green Belt 

Council on November 22nd, where 

the issue of development threats to 

the Great Belt, through Government 

pressure on local authori�es, will be 

aired. 

4. Buckhurst 2 Car Park 

Following a Briefing Note to the TPG, 

copied to the President and incom-

ing Chairman, I wrote to the  

Sevenoaks Chronicle on October 13th 

to set out the Society’s original ob-

�ec�ons to the 2014 Planning Appli-

ca�on in respect of Buckhurst 2 car 

park. This was prompted by the 

SDC’s disclosure to the Chronicle of 

its inten�ons to apply for a fresh 

consent for a mul�-storey car park 

on the site. The le�er was to “set 

down a marker” in advance of de-

tailed proposals coming forward 

whilst sta�ng “we will remain open-

minded un�l we have sight of the 

new planning applica�on.” It also 

made reference to the reason for 

the failure of the 2014 scheme, be-

ing KCC Highways’ “grave reserva-

�ons as to the ability to absorb any 

more motor-borne traffic which 

would inconvenience the lives of 

those choosing to live, work and visit 

Sevenoaks Town Centre” and ob-

serving that these had seemingly 

been overcome (“Quite how is a 

mystery”). 

 

John Edge                                                                                      

31.10.2016 
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I am pleased to report that the 
footbridge over the A21 between 
Leigh and Powdermills, which was 
closed for nearly three years 
following an accident with a crane, 
has at last been reopened. Now that 
it is once again possible to use the 
bridge I have rechecked the 
direc�ons to Walk 1�. There was one 
sec�on of enclosed path alongside a 
field that was impassable due to 
brambles and ne�les. I reported this 
to the Public Rights of Way officer, 
and it has now been cleared. I have 
at the same �me made some minor 
amendments to the instruc�ons for 
that walk and a new card has been 
issued. If you have a copy of Volume 
2, I will be happy to let you have a 
replacement card for that walk. 
 
We encountered a problem on Walk 
5 where it passed through a private 
estate at Beechmont Farm at the top 
of Hubbard’s Hill. The instruc�ons 
have now been amended to follow 
Hubbard’s Hill instead of the track 
shown originally. A new card has 
been issued and copies are available 
for anyone who wants one. 
 
 
 
 

I have been asked to comment on 
the posi�on regarding ploughed 
fields and electric fences in rela�on 
to public footpaths. Regarding 
ploughed fields, a farmer is required 
to make the path good within 14 
days if a crop is being sown, or 
within 24 hours in other cases. 
Regarding electric fences, a 
landowner is permi�ed to use a 
single strand of electrified fence to 
control stock on the following 
condi�ons� 
 
1. There must be a means of 

breaking the current with a 
means such as an expandable 
insulated handle. 

 
2. At the point where the fence 

crosses the footpath the fence 
must be insulated with tubing to 
a width of no less than one 
metre. 

 
3. Hazard warning signs must be 

displayed at intervals of 50 
metres or less. 

 
 

 

 

Nick White Footpath �ommi�ee �hairman  

01�5� 5�4145 nwhite2012�b�nternet.com 
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These are the walks for the first six 
months of 2017. The footpath and 
Walks Group would be pleased to 
welcome members and friends on 
any of these walks. 

 

Sunday 29 January 2017. Walk 38. 
Meet in the road opposite 
Shipbourne Church, TN11 9PE, NGR 
593523 in �me for a 2.00pm start. 
The walk goes to Budd's Green, 
Wilmot Hill and Ightham Mote. It is 4 
miles with some hills and can be 
muddy.  
 
 
Sunday 26 February 2017. Walk 39. 
Meet on the road outside Bough 
Beech Visitor Centre, TN14 6LD, NGR 
496494 in �me for a 2.00pm start. 
The walk is 4.5 miles to Cooper's 
Corner, Henden Manor, Boarhill and 
Scallops Farm. The going is easy. 
 
 
Sunday 19 March 2017. Walk 32. 
Meet by the green and white hut at 
the bo�om end of the car park at 
Nizels Club, Nizels Lane, 
Hildenborough, TN11 8NU, NGR 
545502 (the walk leader is a 
member�, in �me for a 2.00pm start. 
The walk goes to Wickhurst Brook 

and Fletcher's Green. It is 6.25 miles 
with easy going. 
 
 
Sunday 30 April 2017. Meet in 
Smiths Lane, Crockham Hill, TN8 
6RG, NGR 442506 in �me for a 
2.00pm start. The walk is 5 miles 
with some hills.  
 
 
Sunday 28 May 2017. Walk 37. Meet 
outside the Rock Inn at Hoath 
Corner, TN8 7BS, NGR 497431 in 
�me for a 2.00pm start. The walk is 5 
miles with some hills. 
 
 
Sunday 25 June 2017. Meet 
opposite the Buck’s Head at Godden 
Green, TN15 0JJ, NGR 553551, in 
�me for a 2.00pm start. The walk is 5 
miles with easy going. 
 
 
Nick White 
Chairman, Footpaths Sec�on  

2017 WALKS CALENDAR  
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Talk by Charles Nouhan, 9th 
November, 2016 

We were very pleased to welcome 
Charles Nouhan, the Recycling and 
Commercial Manager and Chartered 
Waste Manager at Sevenoaks 
District Council for our November 
mee�ng and he gave us an 
extremely lively and informa�ve talk 
on what is now a very important part 
of local management. In the course 
of the talk he showed a short video 
of one of the recycling plants in 
ac�on and I think we were all hugely 
struck by the method whereby metal 
is separated from plas�cs and other 
recyclable materials. As the waste 
passes along the processing plant it 
passes under huge magnets which 
pluck the metals out of the mixture 
in a most drama�c fashion and 
carries them off to be processed 
elsewhere. It is cheaper now to 
reprocess such as aluminium, rather 
than have it expensively extracted 
from the raw material, bauxite 
He told us that when the division in 
Sevenoaks between the black sacks 
for unrecyclable waste and the clear 
sacks for recycling was introduced, 
the collec�on vehicles were divided 
70% black sacks and 30% clear. It 
soon became clear that a larger 
propor�on was needed for the clear 
sacks. He amused us by his account 
of the varying instruc�ons about 

whether to leave the tops on plas�c 
containers or not. Take off, Leave on, 
Take off, Leave on has been the 
sequence and we are at present in a 
Leave On phase. 
Referring specifically to glass, he 
explained that glass could not be put 
in either sack, not only to keep staff 
safe but also because glass fibre had 
to be kept away from paper fibre. He 
also explained the main reasons for 
asking people to take their glass to 
the glass depository loca�ons rather 
than allowing kerbside collec�on. 
The present system means that the 
glass is sorted into colours at once, 
which cuts out a whole level of extra 
workers and extra expense. It is also 
safer for the collectors as they do 
not have to handle broken glass at 
any stage.  
He showed us the process of 
disposal of the black sacks which are 
incinerated in a furnace and provide 
electricity for up to 50,000 homes 
via the Na�onal �rid. The ash finally 
recovered from the process is sold 
on as building material.  At the plant 
in the Allington quarry, the smoke 
stack has an air quality monitor and 
in fact most of what emerges is 
steam. 
Judging by the comments 
a�erwards, the audience was well re
-assured that recycling in Sevenoaks
was in good hands.

Tim Pearce 
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 Please make cheques payable to 
Sevenoaks Society and enclose an 
SAE if a membership card is 
required. 

Applica�on forms are now available 
by post and on the Society website, 
reflec�ng the current rates for 
categories  of subscrip�ons. 

We want to remain a vibrant and 
relevant organisa�on and need to 
keep spreading the word. Here are 
the details if you wish to send your 
subs or tell others about the Society. 

Payments should be sent to the 
Treasurer: Mr Richard Baxter, 7 The 
Drive, Sevenoaks, TN13 3AB 

S�������� S������ ���������� 

If you have not yet  amended 
your  Standing Order to reflect 

the current rate for your 
subscrip�on then please no�fy 

your bank of the changes.  

Failure to do this  creates  a 
substan�al loss to the Society. 

Sub�������� R���� 

Annual (single) £10 
Annual (joint)   £14 

20 year Oak Membership (single)   
£85 

20 year Oak Membership (joint)   
£120 

THE SEVENOAKS SOCIETY PUBLICITY QUESTIONNAIRE 

We are again conduc�ng a small survey primarily to determine how members 
and non-members find out about the Society, and what they value most. We 
would appreciate it if you could spare a few moments to answer the ques-
�onnaire included with the newsle�er.  Please �ck the appropriate box (or 
boxes if more than one applies) or write your answer in the space provided, 
and return the completed form to the address below.  Give your name only if 
you wish.  
(This ques�onnaire was first distributed at the Society�s mee�ng on  
9th November, 2016. Thank you if you have already completed it). 

�eith Wade, �i�le Finches, Morleys Rd, Sevenoaks Weald, TN1� 6�� 
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COPY DATE 

The co�y �ate �or the �e�t New�le�er will be Fri�ay� 2�th ���e 2�1�. �lea�e 
�e�� co�y to �aree �alker at �rmi�to� �a�t� �ri�ai�� �a�e� �e�e�oak� 
TN13 2NF  
or by email to: mareewalker1@gmail.com 




