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Chairman’s Report

David Green

Welcome to this, the “first” edition of the
Society’s Magazine. It has been decided to
rename the Newsletter as a Magazine,
because its comprehensive contents and
the fact that it only appears twice a year
make it more like a magazine than a
newsletter.

The Local Plan

Buckhurst Car Parking

Together with Charles George and John
Stambollouian I attended (as an observer)
a meeting with Richard Morris, the SDC’s
Planning Officer and senior members of his
team on 14th March. Amongst the topics
discussed were the emerging Local Plan
which is likely to be out to public
consultation in the Spring/Summer of
2018, the lack of progress in completing
the redevelopment of the Farmers and
Edwards Electrical sites in respect of which
the Council is as frustrated as are we, and
the establishment of (a) an independent
design
panel
to
review/approve
development of sensitive sites and (b) a
master plan for the development of the
station area. On both of these last two
issues we will need to decide whether to
press for inclusion of the appropriate
provisions in the new Local Plan.

In the coming months we can expect the
District Council to seek planning
permission to erect a multi-storey car park
on Buckhurst 2. It will be interesting to see
how it addresses the objections which lead
it to withdraw its previous application in
2015. The Society will examine the
application carefully and make such
comments as are considered appropriate.

North Sevenoaks Development

Subscriptions

Local List
First, and most importantly, it gives me
great pleasure to report that at its meeting
on 20th April the Sevenoaks District
Council’s Cabinet voted to approve and
adopt the first tranche of the Local List.
Better than that, the Council adopted our
representations and resolved to include an
Article 4 Direction which requires that
planning permission will be needed (a) to
demolish a Locally Listed building situated
outside a Conservation Area and (b) for
alteration or removal of locally listed
boundary walls and railings. Sincere thanks
are due to all those on the Local List Team
and especially to Sir Michael Harrison and
John
Stambollouian
for
their
representations on the Article 4 Direction.
The second tranche of the List is now in
the hands of the Council and is going
through the consultation process; we look
forward with confidence to a similar
successful outcome for that tranche.
Heritage Buildings Exhibition
Plans for the Heritage Buildings Exhibition
are proceeding satisfactorily. The majority
of the buildings to be included have been
identified and we are hoping to confirm
dates and venues in the coming weeks. So
watch this space, as they say, for more
details.

I, together with several other members,
attended the Annual Town Council
meeting on 20th March at which there was
a presentation of the Council’s plans for
the future development of the northern
part of its area. Although this is at present
in draft form only, it outlines a
comprehensive scheme for the future of
the area around Bat & Ball Station and to
the north and west thereof and has much
to recommend it. We shall of course look
at it in detail once the formal consultation
process begins with a view to making such
representations
as
we
consider
appropriate.

Chairman’s Report (cont’d)

Members
We need to recruit more members and to
that end a new publicity leaflet containing
details of the Society and its activities has
been prepared and will be circulated as
widely as possible. If any of you know of
someone who might be interested in
joining the Society please let the Hon.
Secretary, Tim Pearce, know and he will be
glad to supply copies of the leaflet.
Our expenditure has for some years
exceeded our income, and in spite of
making savings wherever and whenever
we can, it continues to do so. Your
Committee has therefore decided,
reluctantly, to seek approval at the next
AGM for a modest increase in the annual
subscription – single membership from
£10 p.a. to £12 p.a., joint membership
from £14 p.a. to £18 p.a., single Oak (20
year) membership from £85 to £100 and
joint Oak membership from £120 to £135.
Whilst on the subject of subscriptions I
must mention that a number of members
who pay their subscriptions by standing
order have not taken steps to increase

their payment from the £5 at which those
orders were started with the result that
the Society is “losing” approximately £100
annually from its revenue. I have to say
that if those members to whom this
applies do not take steps to amend their
standing orders we shall not be able to
continue to supply them with the
Magazine because what they are currently
paying does not cover the cost of
producing and posting it.
Retirements
Looking to the future I have to report that
John Edge has, for personal reasons,
decided to retire as Vice-Chairman and
Chairman of the Townscape and Planning
Group. He has given great service to the
Society in both capacities for many years
and I take this opportunity to thank him
most sincerely for his efforts which have
been greatly appreciated. I am delighted to
say that John Stambollouian has agreed to
take over chairmanship of the TPG; with
his knowledge and experience of
everything to do with planning he is
uniquely qualified for that role and we
should be very grateful to him for agreeing
to step into John Edge’s shoes. We
continue our search for a new ViceChairman.
After many years Maree Walker has
decided to retire as our Newsletter Editor
and consequently from the Committee. I
should like to thank her most warmly for
everything she has done in that capacity to
produce such a well-presented and
informative document every six months
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Chairman’s Report (cont’d)

Treasurer’s Report

which has served to keep all members and
others fully informed about the Society and
its activities. I am very pleased to say that
Victoria Granville has agreed to take over
starting with this issue, and I look forward to
working with her in the future.

The Society has again sustained a cash
deficit but, at £686 substantially less than
last year.

Nick White has indicated that he would like
to give up responsibility for arranging, and
sometimes leading, the monthly walks. This
involves selecting each walk from the
Society’s books, finding someone to lead
and publicising each walk ahead of the date.
Is there someone amongst our members
who would be willing to relieve him of this
task?
Committee Members
We need some new committee members.
The committee meets six times each year,
usually on Wednesday evening. A
knowledge of planning law, although useful,
is not essential; an interest in the
environment
and
development
of
Sevenoaks town is certainly helpful. If
anyone “out there” would be interested in
joining would he or she please contact me
or the Hon.Secretary.
I sincerely hope that when I prepare my
next report I will be able to say that we have
been able to fill the various vacancies
mentioned above. So please put on your
thinking caps and do not be afraid to put
yourself forward if there is a job you would
be willing to do.

David Green

Our member subscriptions have decreased
for various reasons. The previous year
benefited from a new member publicity
drive, but this year we have been losing
members (for the usual reasons!) at a
greater rate than the recruitment of new
members. Plans to increase membership are
mentioned elsewhere in this magazine.
Sales of publications, principally Walks
Books, have been very successful with the
updating of all the volumes.
The cost of production and distribution of
the twice yearly magazine is steady, and
2017/18 will see a substantial reduction in
costs from a change in supplier.
The Society’s investment assets have been
partly encashed post year end, to provide
flexibility in cash flow. However as
mentioned elsewhere, we are proposing to
increase subscription rates from April 2018
to ensure the future of the Society.
Richard Baxter,
Treasurer
May 2017

Receipts and Payments Account for the Year Ended 31st March 2017
2016-17 2015-16
£
Receipts
Subscriptions
Donations and legacies
Gift Aid
Sales of publications
Receipts from events
Investment income
Grants
Total receipts
Payments
Newsletters
Speaker fees and expenses
Prizes and gifts
Cost of publications
Cost of events
Administration
Meetings and room hire
Affiliations
Insurance
Publicity and web-site
Local list expenses
Total payments
Deficit
Cash funds last year end
Cash funds this year end
Statement of Assets at year end
Cash
Investment assets
Stock of books
Total assets

1750
54
525
2309
69
178
500
5385

2012
187
472
1429
42
159
750
5051

2444
160
0
1352
45
133
604
221
337
230
545
6071
-686
3468
2782

2439
180
383
2189
555
129
827
221
337
1070
292
8622
-3571
7039
3468

2782
11200
1360
15342

3468
10661
1000
15129

Approved by the Committee and signed on their behalf by
David Green Chairman
Richard Baxter Treasurer

85

9 5

Update on Local List Project
This is a short update on the present
position relating to the Local List project
which, it will be remembered, was
divided into two tranches to make it
more manageable.
On 19th April 2017, the District Council’s
Planning Advisory Committee (PAC) met
to consider, amongst other things, the
Local List project and to make
recommendations about it to the
Cabinet which had a meeting on the
following day.
The aspects of the Local List project that
were being considered by those two
bodies were:
1.

to approve the first tranche which
had already been out to public
consultation

2.

to approve the second tranche for
the purposes of public consultation

3.

to approve the policy relating to the
Local List, which is to be contained
in a Supplementary Planning
Document (SPD)

We are glad to say that the PAC and the
Cabinet approved the list of assets
contained in the first tranche. It will
therefore now stand as a formally
approved local list of heritage assets.

Michael Harrison

The PAC and the Cabinet also approved
the list of assets contained in the second
tranche for the purposes of public
consultation. Following the public
consultation, the second tranche will
come back to those two bodies for final
approval.
So far as the policy to be contained in
the proposed SPD is concerned, there
was an issue relating to what are known
as Article 4 Directions. An Article 4
Direction, which is made by a planning
authority, requires a landowner to
submit a planning application for
development which could otherwise be
carried out without express planning
permission under what are called
‘permitted development rights’.
The policy that was initially proposed by
the District Council relating to Article 4
Directions was significantly deficient. The
Sevenoaks Society therefore objected to
it and proposed a substitute policy
enabling Article 4 Directions to be made
by the District Council covering three
aspects – namely, the demolition of a
locally listed building not in a
Conservation Area, the removal or
alteration of locally listed boundary walls
or railings, and the alteration of the
façade of a locally listed building. These

Update on Local List Project (cont’d)
are matters which could generally be
carried out without the need to submit a
planning application.
The District Council, we understand, have
not used Article 4 Directions before
(except relating to forestry and woodland)
although they are frequently used
elsewhere, so there was, understandably,
an element of resistance by some District
Councillors to the Society’s proposals.
However, thanks to John Stambollouian
who researched and promoted the
proposed Article 4 Directions, and thanks
to the helpful support of both Avril Hunter
(one of our voluntary surveyors and chair
of the PAC) and Robert Piper (planning
portfolio holder and Cabinet member), the
first two proposed policies relating to
Article 4 Directions (demolition of a locally
listed building not in a Conservation Area,
and removal or alteration of locally listed
boundary walls or railings) were approved
by the PAC and by Cabinet. That was
described by the District Council’s
Conservation Officer as a ‘massive’
achievement.
We decided not to pursue the issue of an
Article 4 Direction policy relating to façade
alteration because we were advised that it

could be counter-productive and could risk
losing the other two Article 4 Direction
policies. There will be an annual review of
the local list so, if façade alteration
becomes an issue, it can be considered as
part of the annual review.
It follows that the Local List for the town of
Sevenoaks is nearing completion. All that
remains is the approval of the second
tranche following public consultation. It
has been a huge achievement thanks to
the hard work of so many volunteers –
about 34 in number – over a period of at
least 3 years. It has involved consideration
of each and every one of the 275 roads
within the town, with in depth research of
120 of those roads, and it has resulted in
the Selection Panel’s approval of 460
assets for inclusion in the local list.
It is, we understand, the first time in Kent
that a volunteer body has combined with a
local authority to produce a local list. A big
‘thank you’ to everybody involved in the
project.
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Townscape and Planning Group Report, June 2017
Our report in the December magazine
covered many of the sites which we have
been monitoring recently as well as
providing an overview of various policy
issues. Development proposals and activity
since then have not, in the main, called for
our attention, so this is by way of a shorter
update.

Weald Heights, Bourchier Close

Weald Heights, the new care home off
Bourchier Close, has been completed,
though its opening was delayed because
the management was unable to recruit
sufficient qualified staff in time, an early
consequence of our decision to leave the
European Union. A minor related issue
concerned the creation of a footpath
through the St Nicholas car park, which
appeared to involve a new breach in the
wall of Rectory Lane. We were indirectly
involved in consultations about this and it
seems that as no proper application for it
in a conservation area had been made, the
matter is on hold.
We were pleased to hear that SDC had
rejected a proposal to build a new large
house in Parkland Close, off Letter Box
Lane. We had objected not only to the size
of the proposal but also to the creation of
a new access drive from the Tonbridge

Road, which would be dangerous to traffic,
but also because the drive would pass too
close to the most northerly of the Seven
Oaks, which for many older residents are
the main symbolic oaks of the town.
We commented unfavourably on a
proposal to erect a project in illuminated
sign at the corner of the new clothes shop
replacing Alan Streek’s in Bank Street, as
inappropriate in a conservation area and
this was refused.
By contrast we have been pleased to
observe the emergence in St John’s of
Carlton Works from its scaffolding. This
new residential development has been
created on the site of the old Carlton
Cinema and has been imaginatively and
smartly conceived. The new residential
properties on the site of the New Inn have
also been completed. Carlton Works has
been proposed for the Frank Marshall
Award, which will be announced at the

Carlton Works, St John’s

AGM on October 4th. Please let us know of
any other developments in the past two
years which you feel have significantly
enhanced their site and location.
You will no doubt have observed the rapid
creation of the new car park at the
junction of Bradbourne Park Road and
Hitchen Hatch Lane. There have been
many comments on this contentious but
necessary development. Please let us
know your views, not only on its design but
also on its suitability to purpose.
We have noted two recent proposals
which are passing through the system at
the time of writing (May 2017). The
proposal to build another block of flats,
adjacent to Clarendon Heights, at the
bottom of the garden of 31 Granville
Road, with a new drive passing up the hill
through the old yew hedge to Granville
Road has drawn many adverse comments
from neighbours. Sevenoaks Town Council

recommended refusal and we await the
decision of SDC.
A more complex issue concerns a proposal
to demolish 95 Dartford Road and replace
it with a set of terraced houses facing
Bradbourne Road. The existing house was
included in the first tranche of the Local
List recently approved by the Planning
committee of SDC. It is immediately
adjacent to the Hartslands Conservation
area and forms an appropriate grouping
around the five-way junction. We have
drawn the attention of the Town Council
to this matter and again are awaiting
events.

Tim Pearce

New car park at the junction of Bradbourne Park Road and Hitchen Hatch Lane.
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Conservation Council
The principal matters of interest to the
Conservation Council have been the
emerging Neighbourhood Plan of the
Town Council and the District Council’s
commissioning of a Report by Ove Arup
on the Potential developability of Green
Belt sites.

The Former Farmers’ pub site opposite the station
The former Caffyns and Edwards Electrical site in the High Street

Shops opposite Tubs Hill

The Neighbourhood Plan is well
advanced and will be submitted to Public
Consultation in 2018. In association with
that, the Town Council has also
commissioned a report on the future
development of North Sevenoaks over
the next thirty years, involving the
eventual development of the Tarmac
sand and gravel extraction site, when it
becomes available, and also the
improvement of the whole Bat & Ball
area and the accessibility of the Wildlife
Reserve.
The Council noted the content of the
Ove Arup report and felt that the District
Council’s hand had been strengthened
by its conclusion that most of the Green
Belt in the whole Sevenoaks District was

working well. The report does identify
some small pieces of land which could be
considered for development, but SDC
have declared that they will not use
Green Belt land in the forthcoming
revised Development Plan. This Local
Plan: Local issues and options will come
out in June.
The Council has been concerned for
years about the two major undeveloped
sites in Sevenoaks, the former Farmers’
pub site opposite the station and the
former Caffyns and Edwards Electrical
site in the High Street. Regrettably there
has been no progress on either site,
though the recent Government White
Paper has indicated tougher measures
against land-banking of this sort. SDC
does not intend to issue Compulsory
Purchase Orders.
A new application for a decked car Park
on the Buckhurst 2 site is anticipated
shortly, which will include excavation of
the existing site.
Our concerns in the future are for the
whole Station area, especially the parade
of shops across the road from Tubs Hill
Station. The Council has also been
considering the future car parking needs
in Knole Park, following the extensive
refurbishments by the National Trust,
which are expected to double the visitor
numbers.
Tim Pearce

8 14

Sevenoaks Forgotten Past: Lodges & Coach Houses
A new book is due to be published in

Over 50 lodges or coach houses with

November

Society

their host buildings are described and

members Elizabeth Purves and Geraldine

illustrated with colour photographs.

Tucker about the many lodges and coach

Some you will recognise, some you may

houses in Sevenoaks which still survive.

not!

Many of the great houses and Victorian

The book will make an ideal present!

mansions have been demolished, but

Look out for it at Sevenoaks Bookshop

their lodges and coach houses remain.

later in the year. It will also be on sale at

These

future Society meetings.

by

small

Sevenoaks

buildings

are

often

forgotten.
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Sevenoaks Historical Society an offer you can’t refuse!
Our sister society is offering free membership for the current year (to March 2018 ) to
new members who are current members of the Sevenoaks Society. Talks take place at
at St Nicholas Church Undercroft at 8pm
22 June:
Jonathan Fenner: ‘A celebration of Kent’s
architecture.’
20 July:
Douglas Wade and David Killingray:
‘Recalling the past.’
21 September:
Dr Mark Ballard: ‘New light on the
Austens of Sevenoaks.’

26 October: Annual Gardiner lecture.
Prof John Coffey (University of Leicester):
‘The Reformation and British Values:
Protestantism and Liberty revisited.’
23 November:
Prof David Killingray: ‘Radical voices in
Sevenoaks since the 18th century.’
15 February 2018:
Alan Williams: ‘“Fit for Purpose" - the
history of the London Underground.’

Its full program of forthcoming events is available on its web site www.sevenoakshistoricalsociety.org.uk

The Frank Marshall Award 2015

The Frank Marshall Award for outstanding
new development in Sevenoaks will be
announced at the AGM on October 4th.
Please let us know of any developments in
the past two years which you feel have
significantly enhanced their site and location.

Derek Crofton
We are sorry to have to record the recent death, at the
age of 82, of a former Treasurer Derek Crofton, who served in
that capacity from 1998 to 2004. He was responsible for the total
recasting of our accounts in order to comply with Charity
Commission regulations. Those of us who were on the
Committee at that time remember the hard work and meticulous
attention to detail that this involved.
Peter and Adrienne Rogers
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Talks: The History of Wildernesse Secondary Modern School by Ed Thompson
The series of talks in 2017 opened with
an excellent talk from Ed Thompson and
Alan Williams on Education in Sevenoaks
and the history of Wildernesse
Secondary Modern school.
Alan began the presentation with an
account of the background to the 1944
Education Act and the creation of
Secondary Modern Schools. He pointed
out that education had been the most
controversial issue in the post-World
War Two emerging Welfare State, and
with the prospect of a Grammar annex
for girls opening on the old Wildernesse

site soon, it remains just as controversial
today.
Alan took us through the growth of state
provision for education from the 1870
Act which introduced primary education
for all. It had become clear that with the
enormous growth of the economy in the
nineteenth century, literacy and
numeracy across the whole population
has become essential. Elementary
education became compulsory in 1880
and free in 1891. In 1939, the leaving age
was raised to 14. In a local aside, he
commented on the building of the

Otford National School in 1872,
designed by Sir TG Jackson, the
distinguished local architect who had
also designed Lime Tree Walk for
working families to live near their
working places.
In 1902, the School Boards were
replaced by Local Education Authorities,
but buildings and facilities did not keep
up with population growth and
politicians such as RA Butler and James
Chuter Ede began to focus strongly on
education performance, giving rise after
the war to the Butler Act of 1944.

Seco nda ry
educatio n
became
compulsory, with the leaving age raised
to 15 in 1947 and 16 in 1972. By 1950
1176 new schools had been built, of
which 928 were primary. In the 1960s,
all LEAs were obliged to prepare plans
for Comprehensives. In Sevenoaks, that
meant Hatton for girls and Wildernesse
for boys and the eventual creation of
Knole Academy.
Ed took over after that with an
extensive show of photographs of the
Wildernesse school over the sixty years
of its existence, a very nostalgic
experience for anyone who had
attended the school. When the first
Headmaster, Mr Streeter came to the
school in September 1950, one of the
first things he saw was a squirrel and so
that became the school badge. The
school was then a great contrast to the
Victorian buildings often used
elsewhere. It had light, space, and parklike surroundings and included
workshops and a farm unit, with
opportunities to do practical work.
There were extensions in 1955 and in
1962 a new hall and anew gymnasium
were added, with a language lab in the
70s. By 1973, there were typing classes
and car mechanic classes, and also
home economics and project weekends.
This was a fascinating display of a piece
of Sevenoaks History now gone and was
much appreciated by the audience in St
Luke’s Hall.
Tim Pearce
The new extension in 1955, with a
fine English elm behind it
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Talks (cont’d) Shopping in Sevenoaks by Tim Pearce
Our second talk, in April, was given by
our Secretary, Tim Pearce, who was born
and educated in Sevenoaks and has
always had a home here.
Shopping has defined the development of
Sevenoaks; rural self-sufficiency replaced
by urban occupations increased demand
for retail markets, and the town
expanded to accommodate the new
consumerism. Tim takes up the story:

Among the many slides in Tim Pearce’s talk,
essential components of the shopping day have
been people cars and horses

The talk began with an overview of the
way Sevenoaks has developed from the
very small market town in the 12th
century to the extensive commuterbased town that it is today. The first
group of slides showed how the town
had begun with market stall at the
southernmost point near Knole and St
Nicholas Church. By the end of the
century the market had in fact moved to
the area outside the Chequers and some
of the earliest surviving buildings are

around there, such as The Reeves
House, which for a long period was
Outram’s saddlery and leather shop, but
is now Loch Fyne restaurant. There have
been shops in the Upper High Street,
but nowadays, as a result of the pressure of traffic, it is difficult to sustain a
business there, so most retail outlets
were found in and around the market.
Slides of this area from the thirties to
the seventies made up the bulk of this
part of the talk, which also showed
some of the older shops in the London
Road, the development of the Lower
High Street beyond Pembroke Road and
down into Dartford Road. Finally, we
saw some pictures of Tubs Hill and the
area around the station, including the
Palace Cinema, one of the earliest in the
town, at 7 Station Parade, and the two
lost public houses.
Whether retailing survives beyond the
coffee shops and estate agents will have
an impact on the townscape of future
Sevenoaks. Many thanks to Tim Pearce
for highlighting the significance of our
shopping habits! VGB
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Footpaths and Walks
Our walking guides continue
to sell well. Out of 3000
copies that we have had
printed there are just 770
remaining. No problems with
footpaths have been reported
in recent months, but that
may change when the
brambles start growing!
Nick White
Footpaths
Committee Chairman
01959 564145
nwhite2012@btinternet.com
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Sixty Fifth Annual General Meeting

Nick White
These are the walks for the second half of 2017.
All walks start at 2.00pm on Sundays.

The Sevenoaks Society

For the Conservation and Improvement of the Town

Sunday 30 July 2017.

Sixty Fifth Annual General Meeting

Walk 31.
Meet in layby at road junction where B2188 forks
¾ mile south of Penshurst. Grid reference 523427.
The walk is 6 miles with easy going.
It goes to Poundbridge and Speldhurst.
Leader Nick White

Sunday 20 August 2017.

Walk 17.
Meet on the green at Leigh, grid reference 550465.
The walk is 4¾ miles to Powder Mills, River
Medway and Haysden Lake. The going is easy.
Leader Howard Beckford

Sunday 24 September 2017.

Meet in the road opposite The Chaser at
Shipbourne, grid reference 593523.
The walk is 5 miles with easy going to the east and
south of Shipbourne.
Leader Velma Keys

Sunday 29 October 2017.

Walk 41.
Meet in Church Street, Edenbridge, TN8 5BD, on
the south side of the church, grid reference
445462. The walk is 4½ miles with easy going but it
can be muddy in places.
It goes to Delaware Farm and Marsh Green.
Leader Peter Ashwell

Sunday 26 November 2017.

Walk 43.
Meet by the church in Cowden. The walk is 4 miles
on the Sussex Border Path then to Cowden Station
and Pyle Gate Farm. It can be muddy in places.
Leader Howard Beckford

To be held at

St Luke’s Church Hall
Eardley Road
TN13 1XT
On 4th October 2017 at 7.15pm
Agenda
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Notice convening the meeting
Apologies for absence
Minutes of the 64th Annual General Meeting
To receive the Executive Committee’s Report
To receive the Statement of Accounts
To consider and, if thought fit, implement proposed increase
in subscriptions
To elect:
President and Vice Presidents
Officers and other members of the Committee

Members are reminded that, in accordance with the rules, the
Officers and Committee members relinquish office each year and are
eligible for election. Proposals for the election of Officers and / or
Committee must be in the hands of the Chairman at least fourteen
days before the A.G.M., the consent of such nominees first having
been obtained.
The Officers and Society shall consist of President and seven Officers
comprising the Chairman, Vice Chairman, Treasurer, Secretary,
Publicity Officer, and Membership Secretary. The Executive
Committee shall consist of these Officers and not more than eight
further Members.
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Minutes of the 64th Annual General Meeting

Minutes of the 64th Annual General Meeting (Cont.d)

Minutes of the 64th Annual General
Meeting of the Sevenoaks Society, held
at the Sevenoaks Town Council Offices
at 7.15pm on Wednesday 5th October,
2016

Publicity Officer: Mr. Keith Wade
(nominated by Tim Pearce, seconded by
Peter Ashwell);

The group monitored and then
commented on 10 major planning
applications for the year.

Editor:
Mrs Maree Walker
(nominated by Roger Walshe, seconded
by John Humphrey);

The effectiveness of this work is in
providing support for planners and in
particular, when objections are offered
on design grounds, this can influence an
application and result in modifications
on the second presentation of the
submission.

1.
Notice convening the meeting
was circulated as part of the Annual
Report and Accounts in the June
newsletter.
2.
Apologies for absence were
received from David Gamble, Caroline &
Paul Julius, Frank Mancktelow, Margaret
Barnard, Bernard Osborn, Sheila
Bonnett, Dennis Mihill, Mr & Mrs
Willsher, Mr & Mrs P Thompson, Mr &
Mrs H Rogers, Cllr Stuart McGregor, Cllr
Philip McGarvey.
3.
Minutes of the 63rd AGM (2015)
meeting: these had been circulated with
the June newsletter and were approved
and signed. (Proposed by John Edge,
seconded by Tim Pearce.)
4.
The Chairman’s Report was
published in the June newsletter and was
adopted. (Proposed by Richard Baxter,
seconded by John Edge.)
5.
Treasurer’s Report: the
statement of accounts had been
circulated with the June newsletter.
Adoption of the Treasurer’s Report was
proposed by David Green and seconded
by Peter Rogers.

Maurice Nairn raised a query regarding
membership numbers: the response
being - Oaks members 24
Life members 400
Total members 860
The Society holds almost 200 email
addresses and the long term aim is to
electronically distribute notifications and
the newsletter.
6.
Elections: in accordance with the
rules of the Society, the following having
been nominated and seconded, were
elected:President:
Sir Michael Harrison
(nominated by John Edge, seconded by
David Green);
Vice Presidents: Mrs. A. Rogers,
Messrs. A.S. Ford, R.Harcourt, E.Keys,
M.Nairne, P Rogers and B.A. Walker
(nominated by Richard Baxter, seconded
by Merilyn Canet);
Chairman:
Mr. David Green
(nominated by Sir Michael Harrison,
seconded by Tim Pearce);
Vice Chairman:
Mr. John Edge
(nominated by David Green, seconded by
JohnStambollouian);
Treasurer:
Mr. Richard Baxter
(nominated by Keith Wade, seconded by
Elizabeth Purves);
Secretary:
Mr Tim Pearce
(nominated by Charles George, seconded
by Roger Walshe);

Executive Committee:
Messrs. Peter Bennellick, Roger Fitz
Gerald, David Gamble, Charles George,
Roger Walshe, Nicholas White,
(nominated by John Edge, seconded by
David Green).
Any other business. The meeting was
advised that ameeting of the
Conservation Council would be taking
place on 11th October and a
representative from the Sevenoaks
Society was required. Existing members
of the Council would offer continuity and
support for a new representative.
There being no other business and no
questions the meeting was declared
closed.
David Green then addressed the
meeting, expressing his thanks for his
election and giving advance notice of the
society’s exhibition of Heritage Buildings
of Sevenoaks planned for the spring of
2018.
The Vice-Chairman, John Edge, gave an
update on the year’s work of the
Townscape and Planning Group.

The TPG is concerned that the area
around Sevenoaks station shows a
piecemeal approach to planning.
TPG has put forward a recommendation
for the creation of a Design Panel to lend
expertise and objectivity to support
planning and decision making.
Sevenoaks District Council has called for
sites for future development in line with
the national government’s housing
development policy. Two hundred and
fifty sites have been offered by
developers, 93% of which are in the
green belt. SDC has a nominated target
of 1200 new residences needed by 2035.
Twenty two of the sites are located in or
around Sevenoaks.
Tim Pearce advised the meeting that
the Sevenoaks Society Local List had
received a highly commended award
from the Sevenoaks District Council. This
project had been the choice of the
Sevenoaks Chronicle readers.
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Sevenoaks Society Calendar
2017
Wednesday July 5th 8.00 p.m.
Jonathan Fenner on “Chevening, Chipstead and Bessels Green”

Wednesday October 4th 7.15 p.m.
Annual General Meeting, followed by

Lord Robert Sackville on “Living in Knole in the 21st Century”

Wednesday November 8th 8.00 p.m.
David Gamble on “The impact of driverless cars on Sevenoaks”

2018
Wednesday February 21st or 28th (date tbc)
Andrew Willmore on “The Greensand Commons Project”

Wednesday March 28th 8.00 p.m.
Nathalie Cohen on “Archaeology at Knole: exploring one of
England’s great houses”

All meetings take place at St Luke’s Hall, Eardley Road
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