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Welcome!

We hope you will enjoy this exhibition which highlights the results of our research into Sevenoaks’ exceptional
trees, and through words and pictures showcases those we feel are the best and most interesting.
Please take your time to look at the 21 display boards and the attached Information Sheets, to read the stories
about our trees, and to examine the exhibits and other material. And please vote for our “Tree of the Exhibition”.
We hope too that it will inspire you to look up and around at our marvellous trees and woodland and recognise
their value - and perhaps to get involved in some way.
We would appreciate your feedback so do let us have your comments in the Visitors’ Book. And do come again!

The Trees
Our aim was to find the most interesting and most important trees
in the area. This may be because of their age, height or girth,
association with people or events, scarcity, vulnerability, ecological
value, or appearance. Some are well known already. Others have
been nominated by individuals because they are important to them.
For reasons of space we have had to be selective in those we show.
We have seen and recorded many more. And we will have missed
some – we recognise this is not a comprehensive record - so do tell
us of any others of which you are aware.
We have restricted the scope to trees in Sevenoaks town and
immediate environs, including Riverhill Himalayan Gardens, parts of
Riverhead and of course Knole Park and Garden. So we have had to
exclude the villages around the town. Some other time ….?

Vine Court Road

The Pictures

Sweet chestnut in Knole

The large majority of the photographs
were taken especially for the exhibition
by Keith Wade and members of the
Sevenoaks Camera Club. (A special
mention to Graham Usher who has
organised this). We have over 3500 in
total so we can only show a few. Other
pictures are from the Society’s archives
and other sources. We are most grateful
to those who have provided or allowed
use of photographs or other images.

The Data

Information about the trees has come from our own research and various sources, including the records of
The Tree Register (Champion Trees), Ancient Tree Hunt/Woodland Trust (Ancient Trees), and The Kent Heritage
Trees Project (Heritage Trees). But community involvement has been an important part of the project and local
residents have given us the benefit of their knowledge and experience. We have consulted widely with local
authorities and other bodies and have sought to make the information as reliable as it can be. If you have more
accurate or additional information, or stories about the trees, past and present, do let us know. We owe a big debt
to the volunteers who have helped us to locate the trees – not always easy!
One aim has been to “set the record straight”, and to correct any misinformation about our trees - especially our
oaks. All sorts of odd stories circulate about these. Measurements are in metres. Ages in many cases can only be
approximate – as you will see, many estimates vary enormously!
Definitions of the categories of trees (“Champion” etc) are given on the displays and in the exhibition leaflet. Trees
have been given their most common name followed by the botanical one.

Exhibits and Other Material
The superb painting of King Beech has been kindly lent to us by a local resident.
You will see other exhibits: etchings, a screen-print, remains of past trees, and
examples of tree fungi. Please do not touch any of these exhibits. However feel
free to browse through the marvellous “Tree of Life Book” made from green oak
harvested early in 2011 and lent by The Conservation Volunteers.
You will find copies of articles and poems, photo-cards of some of the pictures,
and a bound set of the display boards and information sheets. We are compiling
a Photo Album with some of the images we have been unable to display.
To take away there are leaflets and other material of interest from organisations
that have supported us. Please help yourself. First come first served!

Tree Locations

For the trees on the display boards, where possible these are shown
by numbers on the maps attached to the stand. Some locations,
especially in Knole, can be shown only approximately, but we have
tried to give some indication on the displays. Others cannot be given
to safeguard the owners’ privacy. We hope you will seek out some of
the trees – but please respect this when looking at those on private
property that are visible by the public. Others may only be viewed
with permission.
An ancient oak, Knole

Check opening times for trees in Riverhill Himalayan Gardens and
Knole Garden. We hope to produce tree trails for the town and Knole.

The Sevenoaks Society

By raising public awareness, monitoring developments and working with local authorities and other bodies we help to
safeguard the town’s character and its physical and natural heritage. We promote effective planning and appropriate
building development for the improvement of Sevenoaks and the benefit of its community.
We aim to ensure a legacy from this exhibition, through improving knowledge of our trees and their importance,
highlighting any at risk, encouraging involvement in tree-related activities, and offering the material to schools and
other interested institutions. For more details of this and our other work, visit our web-site:
www.sevenoakssociety.org.uk. Thank you for visiting.

Run out on The Vine in front of “King Oak”

Seven Oaks

Hurricane Force: The Coronation Oaks on The Vine, Before and After the 1987 Great Storm

The Victory Oaks on the Vine Pound

The Vine Pound in 1900, by Charles Essenhigh Corke

The Red Oak saplings were donated by Mr Dyson
Laurie of Rockdale House and planted by
representatives from each of the British armed
forces. American oaks were chosen to symbolize the
war-time
The
White
linksHart
between
Oaks
the two countries.

The White Hart Oaks
From left to right: an Essenhigh Corke
painting and a rare early photograph of
the first set of oaks; their (unnecessary)
felling by the local council in 1955; and
below, their replacement later that year.

The planting date of the first set is unknown. It’s speculated that it was
as early as 1727, or possibly later that century at the behest of the Third
Duke of Dorset with the opening of the new turnpike road after 1749.
However an entry in the Knole estate accounts dated 11th December
1807 reads: ”Mr Modsell for the Seven Oaks near the White Hart Inn
£78” – which seems to imply their later purchase.

Putting the Record Straight
One of the aims of the research and this exhibition is to establish the “facts” about our Seven Oaks. Many errors are
made in writing about them. The White Hart oaks are sometimes described as “the originals”. (Occasionally even the
pre-hurricane Vine oaks are so called). Of course they are not. There may have been a group near here in the 9th or
10th centuries, but apart from stories about the origins of the town’s name, there is little evidence to support their
existence or their siting. The road‐book “Britannia Depicta” of 1731 states that “Sevenoaks received its name from
seven oaks of extraordinary size which grew in or near it at its first building but have been long since cut down”, and
Black’s 1874 “Guide to Kent” states that the original oaks “conspicuously occupied the summit of the hill”.

The Knole Paddock Oaks

The page of the
Textus Roffensis
referring to a
chapel at
Seouenaca. It
was written by a
monk at
Rochester
Cathedral in
1122/3.

Lord Sackville planting the first oak

The six oaks on their present site

A group of seven oak trees
was planted at Knole
Paddock in 1984. Lord
Sackville planted the first of
the saplings donated by
Buckhurst Cricket Club. But
they are no longer on their
original site – presumably
moved when Knole Paddock
was extended. They are
now in good health along
the boundary with Lady
Boswell’s school. However
there are but six. What
happened to the seventh?

Solitary Scots Pine north of the House

Knole Park
Until the start of the 18thC, the hills, vales and plains of the park had changed little since the Middle Ages: fallow
deer grazed the acid grasslands and oak, hawthorn, yew, hornbeam, silver birch, bird maple and ash still reflected
the natural woodland that dominated the Weald. But certainly over the centuries the land has been put to
various uses: revenue was raised from grazing rights and the sale of timber for ship-building and coppiced wood
for hop poles. Some land was ploughed but the sandy soil is thin and unsuitable for crops. Hops were grown.
However from c.1700 onwards parts of the park underwent a transformation: common land to the south was
enclosed and grand avenues cut through the woods to give the structure to the park we see today. (Knole largely
escaped the “make-over” by landscape designers such as Capability Brown and Humphry Repton – and is all the
better for it). The 1st Duke of Dorset made the start .. but the path was not always smooth ….

THE 2nd DUKE OF DORSET: “FOE TO THE
DRYADS OF HIS FATHER’S GROVES”
“He did not leave a tree standing in the venerable old
park at Knole” fumed Horace Walpole. Charles
Sackville, the 2nd Duke of Dorset who succeeded in
1765, in one year cut down 6,000 trees for sale,
“vandalising” the park’s fine walks. To be fair despite
this “great havock” he did later instigate new planting,
including in 1768 a new Countess Walk of oaks (now the
Duchess Walk).
Ancient oaks on Lodge Plain, south of the Walled
Garden. It’s possible that this is wood pasture, a
common landscape of medieval times, the trees
providing shelter and forage for grazing animals.

To the relief of all, John Frederick, the 3rd Duke, set
about replanting with vigour. Nurseries and plantations
were established. By 1813 there were 30,000 young
trees in the kitchen garden nursery, including larch,
scots fir, sweet chestnut and beech.

SPORT FOR KINGS

As you enter the park from the lodge gate it is
not too fanciful to picture King Henry VIII
standing on the high ground at the start of
what is now called “The Gallops” (below,
c.1904). This dry river valley was used for deer
coursing - a popular sport in Tudor times.
Henry “appropriated” Knole from Archbishop
Cranmer in 1538 for use as a hunting lodge and
it’s possible that the deer course was created
during the extensive building work in 1542/3.
You can see where spectators viewed events
from raised earthworks called “standings” as
deer were flushed by dogs out of the woods
planted specially for this purpose.

Hawthorns cover the remains of a 2nd World War anti-aircraft installation
in the SW corner. The ancient tree nursery is in the background

The first record of the Wilderness in the Walled Garden is in 1612.
Perversely the word’s use changed from unkempt, inhospitable
wooded place to a formal, neat plantation, established at Knole
probably for wood crops, and then as part of a pleasure garden, in
which perhaps to commune with nature and her spirits but in a
tamed environment. “Wild” is the same as “weald” – a wood.
Shakespeare refers to “the wild of Kent”.

1890 lantern
slides by
Charles
Essenhigh
Corke, showing
the oak-lined
Duchess Walk,
immediate left.

Echo Mount

The reason why so many of Knole’s old trees
are so tall is because they grew as “forest”
trees, competing for space and light in
dense woodland.

Three rare 1880 photographs of the park

A medlar in the old orchard in the Walled Garden

The UK Champion Sessile Oak in Knole Park
Photograph courtesy Owen Johnson and The Tree Register

We are the Champions

An amazing Downy Birch (Betula pubescens) to the right of the path through the woods towards the Godden Green
entrance to Knole, revealed after rhododendron clearance. It’s a new Kent Champion for its girth of 2.99m.
Champions come and go, as trees are lost, damaged, or remeasured, or bigger and taller specimens are found. There have
been several changes, especially in Knole, since this project
started in late 2013.
Some are in private gardens and not on public view so are not
shown here. Please respect the privacy of owners where trees on
private land can be seen by passers-by. Others, in Riverhill and
Knole Gardens, can only be seen at certain times.
The Chilean Firebush was introduced to
Europe by William Lobb during his plant
collecting expedition to the South American
Valdivian rain-forests in 1845-8. Kew
Gardens enthused "Perhaps no tree
cultivated in the open air in the British Isles
gives so striking and brilliant a display as
this does." It grows as far south as Tierra del
Fuego. It has the unique ability to tap into
normally inaccessible forms of nutrients,
especially phosphorus. This Champion is in
Merlewood.

This ancient hollow hawthorn on
the Gallops at Knole is County
Champion for its 2.65m girth.

Trochodendron aralioides
is aptly named The Wheel
Tree (look at its flowers). It
is evergreen, with only this
one species in the genus.
This rare Kent Champion in
Riverhill Gardens is difficult
to spot, but worth the
effort.

A Lost Champion. This is Prunus “accolade”, an ornamental
hybrid. One is still recorded as a County Champion for both
girth and height in a garden in Sevenoaks – but it was cut
down some years ago, apparently by developers.
Japanese flowering cherries were probably introduced into
Britain as early as 1822. Hanami, the festival that honours
the arrival of the cherry blossom, has been celebrated
throughout Japan since the 3rdC. The onset of the opening
blossoms is tracked daily on the news as it moves
northwards. Folk gather for picnics under the blossom. Why
not in Sevenoaks?
Champion Records
John Evelyn’s 600-page “Sylva” was the first compendium of outstanding British trees, in 1664. Commissioned as a
guide to timber production out of fear of a shortage of wood for warships, it was also a plea for tree conservation.
His list contained 40 “champions” – two of which survive. (The Crowhurst Yew, and the Tortworth Sweet Chestnut).
Loudon took up the challenge in 1835: his “Arboretum” ran to 2,694 pages containing about 3000 trees. (The work
bankrupted and then killed him). The late tree guru Alan Mitchell collected 100,000 records of exceptional trees and
in 1988 helped set up The Tree Register. Its patron is Prince Charles. The latest edition of the charity’s handbook of
Champion Trees was written by Owen Johnson (who has measured over 60,000 trees) and published in 2011. The
Woodland Trust argues that an official National Register of Trees of Special Interest is required to highlight the
most important trees so they can be prioritised for protection.
Between 1978 and 1990, 50% of
the country’s Champion Trees
were destroyed as a result of
Tree Terminology
storm and harsh winters.
A tree’s “bole” is simply its trunk.
“Bulwark” and “boulevard” probably
come from the same root. “Fastigiate”
comes from Latin, meaning “tapered”
– the normal shape for this cultivar of
the English oak, Quercus robur.

The exceptionally large bole of the
National Champion Fastigiate Oak in
the Walled Garden at Knole.

“Quercus” is the genus. “Robur” is the
species, which may have varieties,
sub-species or hybrids. A cultivar is a
cultivated variety bred for its special
features. The oak genus is part of the
family Fagacea (which includes
beeches and chestnuts).
We’ve provided a glossary to help you.

The 31m tall County Champion
larch in the NW woods of
Knole before it met its fate in
the storms of early 2014.

We don’t know where this is - but it certainly is not Sevenoaks!
A drawing by Linwood, engraved by Kirk, 1845, from the Society’s archives

Trees in Myths and Legends
The Old Oak (“Witch’s Oak”)
Back in 1640 the tree was described as “the Old oak”. One source claims that it was “flourishing“ at the time of
William the Conqueror. JH Brady’s 1839 ‘Visitors’ Guide to Knole’ states it “was said to have sheltered the knights
and barons of the Plantagenets” (1154 – 1485). The Gardeners’ Chronicle of 1890 describes it “as a place of resort
by travellers and others, but now the entrance is boarded up and a stout iron fence guards the tree from
intruders”. Until its demise in 1954 local children used to clamber on it and hide inside.
The oldest image we have is
the sketch in JH Brady’s 1839
“Visitors’ Guide to Knole”,
shown on the display board.
The others here are from 1880,
when the fence was wooden,
to c. 1905.

One of the spurned witch’s curses was that the Sackville family would be forever beset by tragedy. The three sons of
her object of desire, Richard Sackville, died in infancy, and he himself left this world in 1624 aged only 34, after “a
surfeit of potatoes” (amongst other excesses). Further misfortunes followed, including the death in 1815 of George,
Fourth Duke of Dorset, who had his spine crushed by a falling horse in a hunting accident. You can read the full story
of the Sackvilles at Knole in “Inheritance” and ”Disinherited” by Robert Sackville –West.

King John’s Oak
Mystery surrounds the King John’s
Oak, which with King Beech
was near to The Old Oak in the
area called Hook Wood. It’s odd
that no postcards or reliable
drawings or photographs exist.
Some images purporting to show it
are actually of “The Old Oak” and it
seems that the two were often
confused. Salmon’s Guide to
Sevenoaks describes it in 1903 as
“a fine old tree in good
preservation”.
Right: what may be the stump,
with Knole House in the
background.

The earliest reliable record of Knole is in 1281, in the reign of
Edward 1st. However Brady claims that there are records of the
manor being seized from rebel barons towards the end of King
John’s reign (1166 – 1216), and then granted by The Crown to
Falcatius (or Fulk) de Brent, “a soldier of fortune, of mean
extraction”, who had come from the Low Countries with auxiliaries
in support of the King. There is no record however of King John
visiting Knole and research for this exhibition has failed to find any
explanation for its name. (“Fulk “ is probably the “Fawke” of
Fawke’s Common – pictured left in 1900. Fawkes is a Norman
surname meaning “falcon”).

The Great Oak

A Wild Cat Chase?

This old print shows another legendary ancient oak
in the park. It was destroyed by lightning in July
1764, shortly after the nearby Bird House was built.

King Beech

Only recently there were tales of huge black cats being seen
in our area. This “panther” was spotted in Knole Park by a
Sevenoaks Chronicle photographer in the 1950’s.

Another Stump on the Vine

William Sevenoke in Song
The legend of William Sevenoke being found
under an oak tree is perpetuated in “The Song
of the Seven Oaks” written for Sevenoaks
School in 1933: “(The oaks) tell us of the
Foundling Boy they guarded with their shade”.

Sevenoaks of course is one of the homes of cricket. “Lumpy”
Stevens (left) was a celebrated 18thC professional cricketer now
generally regarded as the first great bowler in the history of the
game. A gardener by trade, but also master of his cricketing craft, in
his long career he played for almost all the first class teams as well
as England. At one stage he was employed by the Knole Estate and
when not tending trees turned out for the Knole team.
In those early days the wicket had only two stumps. One legend
has it that during a match on The Vine, having beaten the batsman
only to see the ball pass between the stumps without dislodging
the bail, uttering expletives he ran to the copse that still stands
next to the ground (Judd’s Piece), snapped off a large twig from a
tree, and thrust it in between the two stumps. In fact his ire was
most noticeably raised in a famous match in 1775 between
Hambledon and All England on The Royal Artillery ground at
Finsbury, when three balls in succession sailed through the gap.
But it is true that the first formal introduction of the third stump
took place on The Vine on 18th June, 1777, again in a match
between Hambledon and All England, and as a direct result of
Lumpy’s protests – expletive-laden or not. The drawing of The Vine
on the left is from a Vine scorecard of 1778, showing three stumps.

An early postcard showing the ”Waterloo Limes” in autumn

Historic and Commemorative Trees
The Henry VIII Sweet Chestnuts
Henry’s links with Sevenoaks are strong. He had a passion for hunting in the parks and woods – and of course for
other pursuits. Although it was declared invalid by Archbishop Cranmer after Anne Boleyn became pregnant, his
marriage to Catherine of Aragon had lasted 24 years and she escaped execution. So those who planted the
chestnuts may have felt their efforts were not entirely wasted. Anne lost her heart to Henry but her head after
just three years as Queen. Two years later in 1538 Henry bullied Cranmer into giving up the manors of both
Otford and Knole, and over the years he acquired more land in the area.
However another version claims that the chestnuts were planted by Cardinal Wolsey when he briefly held the
seat of Stidulfs, the site of the successive grand houses of Wildernesse.

All 16 trees are pictured in the photo album.

The Cranmer Tree: A Hoary Old Chestnut?
Is it possible that Archbishop Cranmer rested under
the huge battered sweet chestnut right, off Worships
Hill, when visiting Riverhead Manor House from the
Archbishop’s Palace at Otford? So local legend has it.
And Cranmer Road is just up the hill! Perhaps he was
dreaming up a scheme so that Henry could marry
Anne, or was he smarting over the fickle King’s
appropriation of Knole and Otford?
There may well be a connection with Riverhead: it has
been suggested that he came to the special “Hundred
Court” that met in 1538 on the Hill at the centre of
Codsheath (near Riverhead church) in connection with
the redistribution of land after Henry VIII’s seizure of
Church property. But is the tree that old? With a girth
of 6.43m it is certainly ancient, but not as big as those
in Wildernesse, or even the largest in Knole, which are
over 7m. and early C18th.

The Waterloo Limes

Field Marshal Arthur Wellesley,
1st Duke of Wellington,

Wildernesse Avenue in spring. In 1705 Wildernesse was bought by John Pratt, the
Lord Chief Justice and later Lord Camden. He created Wildernesse Avenue as the
principal drive for the House; it extended then down what is now Hillingdon Avenue.
His grandson, John Jeffreys Pratt, planted the limes in Wellington’s honour.

A Walk for a Duchess, A Ride for a Wastrel

This Engraving by Kip, published in Dr Harris’
“History of Kent” in 1719, from a drawing c.1712,
shows various grand avenues leading from Knole
House, including one to Echo Mount. The
Duchess Walk, as it was to be eventually named,
heads north.
Lady Anne Clifford, Duchess of Cumberland, died
in Cumbria in 1676, aged 86. She must still be
bearing a huge grudge for her spectre to make
the long journey south.

It is not only the Duchess’ ghost you may
spy amidst the trees. It’s said that her
husband Richard Sackville (“The Black
Knight”) may also on occasion be glimpsed
“riding silently on horseback among the
leafy shadows…” . A “colourful” figure he
recklessly gambled away the house and
estate, indulging his passion for cockfighting, greyhound racing, carousing,
fashionable clothing and mistresses –
whilst his wife wandered distraught and
prone to “fits of blubbering” when not
cutting the Duke’s clothes to shreds.

One of the huge “Henry VIII” Sweet Chestnuts in Woodland Rise

Ancient Trees
Ancient and Veteran Trees
Although the terms are often used interchangeably, strictly each
has a precise meaning. An Ancient Tree is in the third and final
stage of its life. A Veteran is usually in the second or mature
stage and also has important wildlife and habitat features,
including hollowing or associated decay, wounds, large dead
branches and fungi.

One of the 16 ancient sweet chestnuts at Wildernesse

young

mature/veteran

ancient

Courtesy Woodland Trust/Ancient Tree Forum (Ancient Tree Guide No 4, modified)

Establishing the Age of Trees – is not a
simple task. So much depends on soil and
conditions. Growth rates vary considerably
between species and over the life of a tree.
So estimates based on trunk girth and overall
size are just approximations unless growth
rate is known.
With luck there may be maps, plans or
planting and other records. Knowing the
history of the land will be useful. Ring counts
are the most reliable – but can only be done if
the tree is dead and not hollow - or a core
sample is extracted. Or there may be a fallen
one of similar age nearby. There might be
other clues: the embedded nail in a sweet
chestnut in Wildernesse, the musket in the
oak in Knole, initials carved on an old beech –
but they will not give the earliest date.

The oldest yew in Knole, on a slope on the east side near the golf course

The oldest bits of tree in the area?
These are pieces of fossilised wood found
in a gravel pit in Seal, from the pleistocene
age. (From 2.6 million to 11,700 years
ago). Possibly conifer. They are in the
Sevenoaks Museum.

Ancient hawthorns in Knole

“Ancient trees are among the oldest and most
complex organisms on the planet. These wonders
of nature are the select few that have survived
the test of time …. But they are under threat.
They face immense challenges from intensive
farming and forestry, urban development and
lack of understanding and care. Even though they
are proven to be of immense ecological, historical
and cultural significance, protection for ancient
trees in the UK remains weak”.
Woodland Trust.

Above: a veteran ash in the north west of the park.
Left are two false acacias (black locust: Robinia pseudacacia),
the one on the left playing host to a wild cherry and holly part of a small line of veteran trees on Bradbourne Vale
Road saved from the chop after protests by residents.

It is estimated that the majority of Northern Europe’s oldest
trees are in the UK. Most are found in open settings where
they have not had to compete with younger trees. They
tend therefore to have short trunks and spreading limbs,
and may well be hollow.

The gnarled trunk of Knole’s
ancient wild cherry

It’s no surprise that most of
Sevenoaks’ oldest trees are in
Knole. Many of Britain’s
surviving ancient trees can be
found in the vestiges of the
once extensive system of royal
hunting forests and their
successors, the more
formalised medieval deer
parks.

Hollowing of the trunk
as a tree ages, caused
by fungal decay, is
entirely normal and is
not a sign of ill health,
since only the protected
outer rings, or
sapwood, provide
nourishment. And as a
cylinder it may be
better protected
against storms - a
principle used to good
effect in the 18thC by
John Smeaton with his
lighthouse design based
on the properties of an
old oak tree.

128,000 trees have
been recorded to date
in the national Ancient
Tree Inventory – many
of them identified
through the citizen
science project “The
Ancient Tree Hunt”.

The yew by St Nicholas’ church does not appear to be
very ancient, but many of our oldest yews are to be
found in grave-yards

Tell us if you feel an ancient tree is
under threat and needs protection.
Apart from anything else, the
wildlife that depends on them will
not survive if we lose them.

Azalea petals from ancient bushes carpet the ground at The New School at West Heath,
formerly Ash Grove, in what was the renowned American Garden.

Montreal Park was sold in 1926 together
with 2,500 acres of land. The estate we
see today was built mainly between 1952
and 1963. Restrictive covenants, a desire
to protect much of the landscape and the
wide roads lined with flowering trees
have made this one of the most attractive
residential areas in Sevenoaks.

Grand Town and Country Estates
Montreal Park

Laying out Lyndhurst Drive in 1938. Since
then the cedar has taken a battering from
storms – but, with help, it survives.

Montreal House by Thomas Sandby, 1721-98. It was demolished in 1936.

If in the area, seek out the avenue of limes in Montreal Road; the spring blossom in Marlborough Crescent
and Lyndhurst Drive; and in Riverhead Parkland the Heritage oak guarded by its dragon, the nearby
Wellingtonia and the pair of lions carved in 2013 from a fallen oak.
Bradbourne

Greatness
Greatness cemetery was opened in 1906, but
there was a chapel at Greatness as early as 1122.
For centuries the area was farmland. Greatness
House was built in the 1760s with formal gardens,
specimen trees, a lake – and a silk mill. The mill
closed in 1828 and the house was blown up in
1919 for a film.

Bradbourne House in 1838

A farmstead existed here in Saxon times and until Henry VIII
appropriated the Manor of Otford the Bradbourne estate was
owned for centuries by the Archbishops of Canterbury. The
park was laid out between 1740 and 1761 by Henry Boswell
as a landscape of lakes and waterfalls. Most of the rest was
woodland, and included Mount Harry, named after his son by
Henry Hughes who bought the lands in 1840. The estate was
sold for housing development in 1927 but the park was taken
over by the local council: now Sevenoaks SDC.
A magnicent Whitebeam in the cemetery

It helps in understanding our remarkable trees if they are placed in the context of the landscapes in which they were
created, the efforts (good and bad) of the owners of these lands, the uses of the trees (eg for ornament, food and
timber) and the changes that have taken place over the centuries since Sevenoaks was predominantly woodland.
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timber) and the changes that have taken place over the centuries since Sevenoaks was predominantly woodland.

The County Champion Cedar of Lebanon in Riverhill Himalayan Gardens

Tree-Hunters
“I well know the perils of hunting for rare and previously unknown trees in foreign lands. But the rewards are
great, and we owe an enormous debt to the remarkable plant-hunters of yesteryear and the present day. It is
amazing how many trees from such far-off places and very different environments now flourish in our own
area and have become familiar to us. So I am delighted to support this exhibition which celebrates the trees
of Sevenoaks – whatever their origin. Cherish them.”
Tom Hart Dyke, plant-hunter extraordinary and founder of The World Garden at Lullingstone Castle.

Plant Collectors

Riverhill Himalayan Gardens

The most prolific early collectors were the
two John Tradescants, Elder and Younger,
both Head Gardeners to Charles 1st. They
brought back an extraordinary range of
flowers, trees, fruits and vegetables from
Europe, America and Asia Minor. John
the Elder is credited with introducing the
horse chestnut, and, after a trip to Russia
in 1618, the larch.
More and more plant-hunters emerged
in the 18thC to satisfy the increasing
demand for exotic species, venturing
ever further. In the Victorian era, wealthy
nurserymen such as James Veitch and
Sons and patrons and collectors amongst
the landed gentry continued to fund
many expeditions to all corners of the
globe.

John Rogers
Riverhill House stands in the lee of the
Greensand Ridge south of Sevenoaks. It
was bought in 1840 by John Rogers and
is still occupied by the Rogers family. The
gardens contain 7 Champion trees, but
are also remarkable for the links with the
great Victorian collectors. John Rogers,
a friend of Charles Darwin, was a patron
of plant-hunters and he and subsequent
generations sponsored expeditions
to find rare and exotic seed. Many of
the fine specimens so to be seen today
are original trees grown from seed or
saplings shortly after their introduction
into England.

Tom next to his rare Champion tree, Eucalyptus Neglecta

Pieris Forrestii – another remarkable
original, in “The Jungle”. Seed was given
to Colonel John Middleton Rogers after
its discovery by George Forrest in the
Yunnan province of China. Like many
plant-hunters Forest risked life and limb
in his travels. In this first expedition
to the area he fled for his life after his
bearers were killed by warrior priests,
nearly starved to death and was rescued
by local tribesmen, who smuggled him
to safety in disguise. Undeterred he
returned seven times, and was to die
there in 1932.
In our times, Tom Hart Dyke was held
for nine months in 2000 by bandits
in the Columbian jungle in a planthunting expedition that went horribly
wrong. When threatened with death, he
designed his World Garden.

Trees have arrived in our land in many ways: through natural
evolution, by encroaching from the rest of Europe, as accidental
imports borne in consignments from overseas, or introduced by
invading armies or our own returning generals and ambassadors.
But over the past 400 years many of our trees have been sought
out by intrepid plant-hunters, dispatched by their patrons and
braving hazards in far-flung lands to return with hundreds of
species that are now common-place. Here we feature some of
our local trees that bear witness to the endeavours of these
horticultural adventurers.

The Tulip Tree (Liriodendron tulipifera),
so-called from the superficial
resemblance of its flowers to tulips, was
introduced to England from Virginia
by John Tradescant the Younger. This
remarkable specimen is in a garden in
Bessels Green. There’s also one in the
garden at Knole. In the wild they can
grow to almost 200 feet.

Dawn Redwood (Metasequioa
glyptostroboides) Evelyn Rogers acquired
this tree in 1948 as a sapling from the
Garden Show at Olympia, where it had
been exhibited to great excitement
shortly after its discovery in China.
Believed extinct for 5 million years, it had
been known only from fossilised remains.

The Handkerchief Tree (Davidia
involucrata) – also known as the Dove
Tree - an original from seed brought
back in 1904 by the legendary botanist
Ernest Henry Wilson after a 13,000mile
journey to China. (Arriving at the site
of the single tree he was looking for in
Sichuan, he found it had been reduced to
a stump. Luckily he found another – the
one first located by the French priest and
naturalist Father Armand David, after
whom the tree is named).

Rhododendron arboreum,
planted in the Wood Garden in 1850
from seeds sent to John Rogers by Sir
Joseph Dalton Hooker, Director of
the Royal Botanical Gardens at Kew,
after its discovery during his three year
expedition to the Himalayas.

Riverhill Himalayan Gardens
John Rogers, scholar, scientist, botanist and Fellow of The Royal Society, in 1840 found in Riverhill his perfect spot to
cultivate the rare and exotic plants discovered in distant lands by the plant-hunters he sponsored, with its sheltered
position and lime-free soil. The results of their labours and the horticultural skills of the generations of the Rogers
family can be enjoyed by visitors today in the rejuvenated gardens to the south of Sevenoaks.
These plant-gatherers were not just botanists: they were adventurers and
explorers – bold and tough enough to survive the conditions and hazards they
faced in far-flung corners of the world. They endured shipwrecks, sieges and
slavery and battled with pirates, escaped convicts and hostile natives – all to
find and bring back the hundreds of now common and garden species we take
for granted today. Some paid with their lives.
Here are some of the gardens’ remarkable trees not featured in the main
display.
RHODODENDRONS
The Himalayas have the world’s greatest diversity of rhododendrons (literally “rose tree”) and the Riverhill gardens
contain many examples of varieties introduced into the country for the first time. Rhododendron niveum and the
rare Rhododendron falconeri, planted in 1849 and 1850, were grown from seeds sent back by Joseph Dalton Hooker
during his expedition to India. He was one of the greatest botanists and explorers of the 19thC and the first
European to collect plants in the Himalayas, where he discovered forty-five new species. Both John Rogers and
Hooker were close friends of Charles Darwin. Some specimens took up to 25 years to flower.

Rh. niveum in its native Sikkim

Sir Joseph Dalton Hooker

Rh. falconeri, by Marianne North

Despite its name (“niveum” means “snow-white), most varieties of Rh. niveum are shades of purple – but old
specimens of this colour are not so common. Purple became fashionable amongst well-to-do Victorians but when
cheaper dyes became available and purple was more widely used, eg for staff uniforms, it was deemed to be
unacceptable amongst the higher echelons of society – and out came the purple rhododendrons!

Rh. decorum, first introduced in 1887.

Rh williamsianum, discovered by Ernest Wilson in 1908. The one
given to Riverhill was the only original specimen to survive. It is
unusual in having small heart-shaped leaves.

TURKEY OAK (Quercus cerris)

THE WATERLOO CEDAR

The pride and joy of
Riverhill, and featured in
the display on Conifers,
this huge Lebanese Cedar
is one of the biggest in
the land and the County
Champion for its height
of 32m.

OLIVER’S LIME (Tilia oliveri)
These mistletoecovered Oliver’s
Limes are also
County Champions.
In all there are 7
surviving Champions
of Kent in the
gardens, and a
further 4 Heritage
trees.

WELLINGTONIA (Sequoiadendron giganteum)

This grew from an acorn which came back in John
Thornton Rogers’ pocket when he returned from
fighting in the Crimea in 1856. Before he left he
planted the English oak which grows to the right of it.

THE WHEEL TREE (Trochodendron aralioides)
Rising centre right, above, this rare tree is a County
Champion for both its height and girth. The tree
was introduced from Japan and Taiwan by the
Veitch nurseries in the 1880s.
Left is the largest of Riverhill’s Giant Sequoias, with a
girth of 9.4m. It was planted in 1860, only 7 years after
they were first introduced into Britain from California.

If visiting Riverhill, look out also for the 170 year-old fig tree, the
Californian Bay (but don’t sniff the leaves – they will give you a
headache!), and the native Chequer Tree (Wild Service Tree: Sorbus
torminalis) – the fruit was used to flavour beer before the introduction
of hops.
For the Garden’s opening times check out their web-site.

This tall Deodar
cedar, the last
of four given as
seed by Lord
Amherst in
1842, sadly fell
in the gales of
spring 2014.
Deodars are
native to the
Himalayas.

A Chilean Firebush - a burning beacon over Sevenoaks and a relic of the Merlewood estate

Trees of Town and Garden
Here is a further selection of some of the trees and tree-scapes in our town’s streets, open spaces and private
gardens. Others will be included in the photo gallery. And just look around you; there are magnificent trees
everywhere! Not all remarkable in themselves, but an essential and edifying element of our community, life
and environment. Can you imagine Sevenoaks without trees?

Sweet Chestnut

There are several old specimens dotted around the town. We found the one in the centre by chance, part of a small
group trapped between a wall and fence behind buildings on the west side of the Upper High Street. It’s been
hacked around over the centuries but its base suggests it’s one tree and so possibly on a par with the 18thC
chestnuts in Knole. Left is one of a pair of ancients in a private garden. (To respect privacy we cannot show the
location of all trees). The tree on the right is in the SW corner of Sevenoaks School’s sports ground in Solefields
Road.

Robinia pseudacacia (False acacia or Black
locust) in Lyndhurst Drive. First noticed by
Columbus in its native Appalachian
mountains soon after 1492, but not imported
into Europe till after 1600. The political
activist and nurseryman William Cobbett sold
over 1 million plants in the 1820’s. Its wood
is very hard – and it’s hard to get rid of!

Blackthorn blossom on an old overgrown bush off Grassy Lane.
Don’t ignore our hedgerows – they are a vital habitat for wildlife
and part of our landscape heritage. In town as well as lane and
field they may signify ancient boundaries or breaks. Blackthorn
(aptly called Prunus spinosa as sloe-gatherers will tell you) is one
of the first trees to swell the hedges with its clouds of white but tradition regards its flowering as a false harbinger of spring,
as cold spells seem often to follow. It is considered to be one of
the original parents of the domestic plum.

Limes in Montreal Road planted by the
Amhersts over 100 years ago as a walkway (another “Lime Tree Walk”) to
Riverhead church.

Two in town for you to identify:

A pear tree in the alley behind NatWest
bank. The rare English “wild pear” (Pyrus
pyraster) is possibly native but there are
also “feral” species that are probably
escapees from domesticity since Norman
times. So how did this get here?

A cooper beech off Weald Road
in all its autumn glory.
This pine soars over the
houses in Granville Road.

Left: the conifers in Park
Grange, marking a treelined southern exit to
the town. It was Thomas
Lambarde, the new
owner of Sevenoaks
Park, who in 1654
caused the road to be
diverted and bend as it
does so he would not be
inconvenienced by
traffic in his new
mansion.

Austrian Pines off Shenden
Close, relics of the Victorian
Shenden estate. (Pinus nigra
nigra – a doubly black pine).
Possibly planted as a windbreak.

Bottom left: the snowladen trees form a treetunnel up Riverhill.
(“River” in this case
means “hill”. Hence
Underriver).

“I was here first”

The Mighty Oak
“When the oak is felled the whole forest echoes with its fall, but a hundred acorns are sown in silence by an
unnoticed breeze”. Thomas Carlyle (a one-time visitor to “the pleasant town” of Sevenoaks).
Some of the oaks we recognise today
first evolved 23-14m years ago,
although fossil records show that the
genus is much older than that. They
started to reappear in England about
7,500BC as the ice sheets retreated,
and became dominant in our forests.
The Weald is still one of Britain’s most
densely wooded areas with oak
prominent.

An idyllic scene on The Vine. King Oak, the symbol of resilience, but at 112
years a mere youngster, is our nomination for England’s Tree of the Year.

After the loss of the Pontfadog Oak in
2102, aged 1200 years, the oldest
surviving oak in the UK is probably the
Bowthorpe Oak in Lincolnshire, about
the same age. Its girth is 12.3m, and
one owner managed to cram 39
people inside. (It’s more comfortable
with only 28 standing – or 16 sitting
for tea).

Ever since Neolithic times the oak has been
indispensable for shelter, warmth and transport,
and for the fattening of swine on its acorns. (Yet
they are poisonous to horses and cattle). From the
Bronze age through to the Romans, vast quantities
were used in Kent and Sussex as charcoal for
smelting iron. But by 1561 the supply of oak for
shipbuilding was so endangered that Elizabeth 1st
banned the felling of trees in the Weald for any
reason. (It’s said that one battleship required over
2000 100-year-old oak trees).
A fine oak
in the
grounds of
the New
School at
West
Heath
(formerly
Ash Grove).

A question for you: how many roads, buildings
and enterprises in Sevenoaks have “oak” in
their name?

Oak Avenue. The oaks extend sporadically north into
private land and south though the Solefields sports
ground and on to West Heath Lane. A 1797 map
shows a long line of trees going south connecting
Park Place, now Park Grange and part of Sevenoaks
School, with Ash Grove (built just over 30 years
before). Could it be these oaks?
The avenue may have linked the two estates because
of a Lambarde connection. Thomas Lambarde built
Park Place and Multon Lambarde II acquired Ash
Grove when he married Aurea Otway in 1789. He
may have planted the avenue as a carriageway giving
a direct route to the church and Sevenoaks School,
where he was a governor. Does anyone know?

The Ancient Oaks of Knole

The Ancient Tree Hunt records 8 ancient oaks in Knole; but we have found a few more:

Most old oaks will be hollow: above, on the left, the Sessile oak close to the east end of the Broad Walk. A musket was found
inside the massive English oak in the centre – opposite the Keeper’s Cottage (once an inn) near to the Fawke Common entrance.
Look inside the other English oak on the right, on the golf course not far from the Bird House: it has been filled with concrete and
oil drums after a lightning strike. Do take care with this and other trees: watch out for golfers and golf balls. Below: one of several
on Lodge Plain, close to the dew-pond; the Sessile pollard on Chestnut Walk; another Pedunculate (English) on Lodge Plain.

Below: old and new in an English oak in the NE of the park; Lodge Plain Sessile, 7.02 girth; mystery “lost” oak by the Bird House

It seems no-one knows the history of this. Or do you?

A battered veteran in Knole Park

Beech

“To walk among spring-time beeches is to bathe beneath an eerie and
diffuse green floodlight”. Archie Miles, “The Trees That Made Britain”.

The ancient squat beech pollard in Knole, showing its location
(right) at the southern end of The Gallops.

Beech and oak cling on for dear life on this steep slope in the NW
corner of Knole.

The dead tree in front of the tall beech on
private land in Wildernesse is riddled with
bracket fungi which cause the heartwood to rot.

Did you know?
The word “buck” in English place-names is an indicator of the
presence of beech. Buckinghamshire is famous for the
beechwoods spread across the Chilterns. Buckhurst, the
Sackville’s ancestral home down the road in Sussex, means “Beech
grove”.
Due to its dense canopy, rare plant species are associated with
beech woodland, such as box, red helleborine, coralroot bittercress, and a variety of orchids. It makes an important habitat for
many butterflies, including the grizzled skipper, Duke of Burgundy
and white admiral.

Beech nuts or “mast”. “Masting” is a natural
phenomenon where some tree species
produce very large crops of seeds, fruits and
nuts in some years. 2013 was one of the best
recent “mast-years”. So how good will 2014
be? Now is the time to look.

Knole House viewed from inside this fire-damaged hollow beech, at the top of a clearing in the north east of the
park, close to the boundary with Godden Wood.

Sevenoaks Common

Beech is known as the lovers’ or trysting tree, since its bulk provides
perfect cover for secret assignations and its bark is the ideal medium
for romantic graffiti. (Are these yours?). Romance can kill however: grey
squirrels strip the bark as a display of machismo to impress the ladies.
Squirrels may proliferate as a result… but for the beech it may be fatal.

King Beech in 1827 and c.1906

Knarled Tree Spirits guard this ancient Sweet Chestnut by St Julians Road

Sweet Chestnuts
Native to the deciduous woodlands of southern Europe, western Asia and north Africa, and a member of the
same family as oak and beech, sweet chestnuts became common in southern England after their
introduction 2000 years ago. The Sussex Weald was the centre of the iron industry from Roman times and
the fast-growing and self-seeding trees provided a ready supply of coppiced wood for charcoal.
The nutritional value of the nuts (up to 70% starch) has been recognised since ancient times, and they were often
used as a staple food instead of cereals. John Evelyn, the diarist, tree-lover and author in 1664 of “Silva, or a
Discourse of Forest-Trees”, asserted that “we might propagate their use among our common people, being a food
so cheap and lasting”. (Evelyn visited Knole, but quickly hurried out into the sunshine to escape from what he
regarded as the “greyness” of the house).

Sweet chestnuts can apparently also be
used to make a shampoo from an
infusion of leaves and fruit husks.
(LEGAL DISCLAIMER: don’t blame us if
you try this and your hair falls out!).
Edible Sweet Chestnut (drawing by Sarah Ashwell)

Sweet Chestnut flower

Sweet chestnuts can live to a great age and become massive, the trunk twisting and developing fissures. The largest
and oldest in the world, between 2,000 and 4,000 years old, is The Hundred Chestnut on the slopes of Mt Etna in
Sicily. Guinness World Records lists it as the "Greatest Tree Girth Ever", with a massive circumference of 57.9 m in
1780. In 1727 it was given official protection in one of the first acts of nature conservancy ever recorded.
The most celebrated ancient sweet chestnut in Britain is in Gloucestershire. Even in 1135 it was known as the Great
Chestnut of Tortworth. The oldest by far in Sevenoaks are the 1509 “Henry VIII” chestnuts in the Wildernesse
Estate. As well as the monumental survivors in The Chestnut Walk, Knole has dozens of marvellous ancient
specimens, including the County Champion in the north of the park, 32m high, and a huge tree by the 11th green of
the golf course, west of the fir plantation, with a girth of 7.8m.
On the left is one of several grand
veterans from the early 18thC to
be found at the top of the slope on
the west side of The Gallops,
towards the southern end. Here,
with giant trunks littering the
ground, you get a powerful sense
of the ravages of the 1987 storm.
This has a girth of 7.29m.
The one to the right is the
remarkable chestnut by the Hole in
the Wall entrance off Seal Hollow
Road. Its mass of basal burrs may
be the result of prolonged deer
grazing. There’s another ancient
specimen nearby - high on the
western slope by the boundary
fence.

Sweet chestnuts were planted on common land around Sevenoaks from at least 1700; you can see a line along St Julians Road
just past the Riverhill entrance. There are several grand sweet chestnuts in the town - in St James Road, Oak Lane, Worships
Hill for example - some 200 or so years’ old. And an ancient one hidden away behind a wall off The Upper High Street.

HORSE CHSTNUTS

Horse Chestnuts
The name Hippocastanum comes from the Greek for horse (“hippo”) and the Latin for sweet chestnut, despite it
being a completely different species. They grow quickly and in most soils; uncommon in woodlands they are
widespread in towns and parks. Experts differ (as they often do!) as to when they were introduced, but probably
between the mid-16th and early 17th C, from the Balkans or Turkey. The Victorians loved them and you will often
see them planted with Wellingtonias, copper beeches and London planes. With their panicle blossom in spring
and conkers in autumn they are a familiar and welcome sight in the parks and by the roads of Sevenoaks.
The trees are hermaphrodite: male and female reproductive parts
are contained within each flower. The flowers provide a rich source
of nectar and pollen for insects, and the nuts food for deer.
Although the wood was once used for dairy maids' buckets, and the trees have various medicinal uses, they have
been mainly grown as decoration. The oldest in Britain are around 400 years old; the tallest is 39m. high.
Christopher Wren planted a superb avenue in Bushy Park in 1699, leading up to Hampton Court Palace. There are
several magnificent specimens in Knole, the closest to the house being by the Ice House.
But one of the most remarkable,
for its shape, spread and survival,
is this one in private land on
Mount Harry Road shown on the
display board. It may have been
planted in the woods of the
estate by one of the “country
squires” who succeeded the
Bosville family as owners of
Bradbourne after 1749.
The horse chestnut leaf miner can occur in huge
numbers, causing the foliage to turn brown and
fall early. However it does not harm the trees, as
most of the damage occurs late in the season.
Have you noticed the one in the Upper High Street, below? On the right is St Botolphs Road.

The game of conkers (possibly from “conquerors” - or maybe a dialect word for snail shells, once used for
the game) is over 200 years old. Despite purported health and safety issues, kids throughout the land
wholeheartedly maintain the tradition of both the game and cheating though baking or boiling in vinegar.
The annual world championships are held in Northamptonshire. During both World Wars conkers were
collected to provide acetone for the manufacture of cordite for munitions.

Not a stag after all, but a May Queen

Broadleaved Trees: Native
In the 3000 years between the end of Ice Age and the formation
of The English Channel 7000 years ago cutting off Britain from
mainland Europe, about 1500 tree species took root. Around 36
survive – our native trees. The first to arrive were juniper, birch
and Scots pine; the last beech, hornbeam and box.
But there is much uncertainty in the world of botany. The exact
origins and history of some of our trees is obscure. And there is
not always agreement about the classification of species. Figures
given for the number of our native trees vary from 30 – 40.

Ash

Common Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) is found across Europe, from the
Arctic Circle to Turkey. It is the third most common tree in Britain, often
dominating woodland - but is under threat from Chalara ash dieback, a
fungal disease. It can live to a grand old age of 400 years - longer if
coppiced, and they make a perfect habitat for a wide variety of wildlife.
These are battered survivors in Knole’s NW corner.

Can you identify this fearsomelooking stag? It’s close to the car
park in Knole. May be you can! Look
out for other oddities:

There is just one tree species that is
said to be endemic to Britain - ie
found here and nowhere else. The
rare Plots Elm grows only in the East
Midlands. However like other elms its
numbers were drastically reduced by
Dutch Elm Disease.

Hazel

Whitebeam

This superb example is in
Greatness cemetery.

Corylus avellana can reach a height of 12m, and live for up to 80
years – or several hundred if coppiced. The tree above, pictured with
one of our volunteers, seems unremarkable but is a listed veteran
and is County Champion for its 1.75m girth. It is close to the Keeper’s
Cottage in Knole. The Kentish Cob, like other cobnuts (or “filberts”),
is a cultivated variety of hazel. “Cobblenut” was an early version of
'conkers'; the winning nut was "the cob".

Native Trees
Alder
Aspen
Ash
Birch (Silver & Downy)
Beech
Box
Cherries and Plums (Wild & Bird
Cherry, Blackthorn)
Crab Apple
Elm (Wych and English {disputed})
Field Maple
Hawthorns (Common & Midland)
Hazel
Hornbeam
Holly
Juniper
Lime (Small-and Large-leaved)
Oak (English and Sessile)
Poplar (Aspen and Black Poplar)
Rowan and Whitebeams
(European Rowan,
Common Whitebeam,
True & Wild Service Tree)
Scots Pine
Spindle
Willow (Bay, Crack, Goat, Grey,
White, Osier)
Yew

Field Maple (Acer campestre)

Our only native maple. It can grow to 20m and live for up to 350 years.
Like several other natives, its natural habitat is the south of England. It
produces a sweet sap in Spring which can be used to make wine or syrup.
This fallen Veteran is north of the quarry at the northern end of Duchess
Walk and is remarkable for the growth along its length. It is hollow: from
the hole in the root-plate you can see all the way through.

Hornbeam

The leaves are similar to beech but are smaller and more deeply
furrowed. They become a glorious golden yellow in autumn. The
green winged fruits (samaras) are very different to beech mast.

Look at the four Tree Guide Sheets
we have provided to help you
identify our most common trees

Hornbeam

1943 print of Hornbeam at Knole

Right: The beech with the largest girth in
Knole, at 6.2m; and the National and
County Champion Hollies in Merlewood.

Beech

An Ancient Horse Chestnut in Mount Harry

Broadleaved Trees: Naturalised
Do you want to impress your friends?
An archaeophyte is a plant species which is nonnative to a geographical region and was
introduced by man “in ancient times” - normally
taken to be before 1492, when Columbus arrived
in America and links between the New and Old
Worlds were established. Those arriving after are
called neophytes.
Many introduced species have become
naturalised - spreading of their own accord. Other
non-natives are planted for decoration or use;
some, including “exotics” such as palms, will only
grow in certain conditions or with loving care.

SE corner
This sycamore is at the Masthead in the far SW
cornerofofKnole
KnolePark.
Park.A
grandstand
gave
fine
views
over
the
Weald
– but
now
blocked
byby
A
grandstand
gave
fine
views
over
the
Weald
– but
now
blocked
trees on the ridge. It may have been the inspiration for the siting of
the fabulous oak in Virginia Woolf’s “Orlando”.

SYCAMORE

It’s a Biblical word, originally used
for a species of fig (Ficus
sycomorus) common in those
lands, the leaves of which
resemble those of the mulberry.
From 1580s it was applied to a
large species of European maple
(Acer) - the Sycamore. And it gets
its botanical name pseudoplatanus
because the leaves are like those
of the plane. Confused?

The other sycamore in front of the House blew down in an April snow-storm in 1950.

One of a row of old limes in the
lane to St Julians.

LIME: Native
Native or
or Not?
Not?
LIME:
Although it may have become hybridised in Britain it is generally accepted

Although it may have become hybridised in Britain it is generally accepted
that the Common Lime is a European introduction. Also called “linden”,
that the Common Lime is a European introduction. Also called “linden”,
the great age of our natives is indicated by place names such as Lyndhurst the great age of our natives is indicated by place names such as Lyndhurst “limes on a wooded hill”. (A coppice of our native T. cordata in Westonbirt
“limes on a wooded hill”. (A coppice of our native T. cordata in Westonbirt
Arboretum in Gloucestershire is estimated to be at least 2,000 years old –
Arboretum in Gloucestershire is estimated to be at least 2,000 years old –
and just possibly 6000.) The rare native short-leaved lime can be found in
and just possibly 6,000.) The rare native short-leaved lime can be found in
the ancient woodland at Farningham.
the ancient woodland at Farningham.
Originally non-native trees were mainly introduced for their value as
wood and timber or as a source of food, such as the walnuts and
sweet chestnuts that came with the Romans. Increasing links with
Europe brought the sycamore and horse chestnut. From the C17th
plant-hunters introduced firs, cypresses and other conifers from
America and a wealth of exotic species from other far-off lands –
more often for decorative than practical purposes. Many took to our
climate and spread naturally – some confined mainly to the south
east, others further afield.

The chosen family name of
the great 18thC botanist
Carl Linnaeus is derived
from the Swedish for a
lime tree after one that
grew on their land.

Silver-leaved lime in St Nicholas’ Drive

Of the 24 species generally
recognised as naturalised in
the UK, 14 are conifers. 13
species are from Europe, 10
from the USA (all conifers)
and 1 from Asia (the Japanese
Larch ).

The Waterloo Limes in Wildernesse – one of the grandest avenues in the region.

LONDON PLANE

The workmen’s houses in Lime Tree Walk were built in 1878/9 by
the distinguished architect Thomas Jackson when his parents
lived in Vine Cottage. At some point the limes were pleached
(branches woven together) – hence their current size.

The plane in Bradbourne Lakes Park. London
was one of the first cities to use planes
because of their resistance to pollution.
Hence the name. The bark flakes off and so
sheds pollutants that may interfere with air
reaching the trunk.

If you know of a mature English
Elm in Sevenoaks, tell us. That would be remarkable. There’s
Wych Elm at Polhilll (said to be our only native elm), and
possibly Ulmus Carpinifolia (smooth-leaved elm) near
Heaverham, but only short-lived sucker-growth in the lanes
around Bitchett to remind us of what was once our tallest
broad-leaf. Dutch Elm Disease was first identified in France in
1818; the fatal fungus enters the tree via bark beetle larvae.
Pockets of English Elm (Ulmus minor var. vulgaris) remain in
Brighton and East Sussex. English elm does not set fertile seed
and can only regenerate from suckers.

Winter in Knole

Conifers
Lebanese Cedar

Magnificent as they are, they grow too fast for their own good in the rich soils of Britain. When the seeds of this
great cedar of the Bible reached our shore in the mid-17thC they caused a mighty stir. Specimens not only
survived the 1703 and 1770’s hurricanes but grew into huge trees. However their bulk makes them vulnerable:
bruised and battered by the elements, few last beyond 200 years outside their native habitat.

.
The storms of 1987 and 1990 took their toll, and more recently in Sevenoaks several cedars were lost or damaged
during the gales of 2013/4. The one above fell in the grounds of Wildernesse House. Its three companions survive.
Right: a fine deodar cedar stands to the left of a two Lebanese in the old grave-yard at the back of St Nicholas’
church. (One, hidden, struck by lightning).

Skyscraper Trees

Seasoned naturalist as he was, Archibald Menzies must have been astonished to see the tallest trees in the world
on the Californian sea-board (Sequoia sempervirens, the Coast Redwood), when accompanying Captain George
Vancouver on his voyage around the world on HMS Discovery. The new genus was named after an American Indian
Sequoya who had invented their first alphabet. Between 1783 and 1795 Menzies gathered at least 400 new species
including the Western Red Cedar (Thuja plicata), Lawson's Cypress, and the Douglas Fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii).
Later in his voyage, in 1795, he was served an unusual dessert while dining with the governor of Chile - the seeds of
a tree. He took some back on board ship, and returned to Britain with five healthy plants - Araucaria araucana , the
Monkey Puzzle, or Chile Pine. There’s one close to the conifers above in the grave-yard. Nearby are a Lawson’s
Cypress and a good example of Western Red Cedar (the “cedar” of the timber trade, but not a true cedar).

Wellingtonia: The Big Tree
A miner, A. T Dowd, is credited with
the discovery of Sequoiadendron
giganteum in the Calaveras Grove of
California when pursuing a wounded
bear. The tree far left on private
land in Wildernesse Avenue has a
girth of 7.65m. Near left is the one in
Knole sticking out like a sore thumb
north of the Keeper’s Cottage.
A 30m tall Wellingtonia in Emmetts
Garden at Ide Hill is the highest tree
in Kent (that is at the highest point in
the County). It can be seen from the
centre of Sevenoaks – see if you can
find the right viewpoint!

Yew

The yew is our longest-lived tree, and we have the best and most plentiful examples in Europe. Ten yew trees in
Britain are believed to predate the 10thC, but there is no agreement about the age of our oldest yews – some
possibly 4000-5000 years old. Ancient yews are hollow, making it impossible to date them with any accuracy. At
least 500 churchyards in England contain yew trees older than the building itself – probably because they are on
sites used for pagan worship in which the yew was venerated. Their survival is also due to the fact that European
yews make better longbows than the English yew, so the species was devastated on the Continent.
Yew also has the useful ability to regenerate, re-rooting from drooping branches and filling its hollow trunk with
new growth. It is poisonous. “Taxus” and “toxic” come from the same Greek root, originally referring to a poisoned
arrow. One of the world's oldest surviving wooden artifacts is a yew spear-head, found in 1911 at Clacton-on-Sea,
and estimated to be about 450,000 years old. Below are all 5 ancient yews in Knole, probably aged 400-600 years.

Left to right above: the oldest and
County Champion yew, in the NE of
the park; two yews SW of the Kitchen
Garden; and on the east slope of the
valley down from the Rise entrance.
Left: two views of the yew NE of the
Keepers’ Cottage, past the open
grassland. You’ll search for the pond
in vain in summer. Old branches
litter the ground.
Being a conifer, yew does not
produce fruit. The red, fleshy berrylike structure that surrounds the seed
is a highly modified female cone.
Two ancient yews in the Wildernesse estate: in Woodland Rise and Wildernesse Avenue

New life starts in an ancient Sweet Chestnut in Wildernesse

Life in a Tree
The Ecosystems of Trees
An ecosystem is a community of different organisms that inhabit the same habitat, interacting with each other and the
environment in which they live.
One tree - dead or alive - may provide food, shelter and support for hundreds of species
of flora and fauna. Our trees and woods play an indispensable role in the protection of the
wider environment.
Look out for ring-necked
parakeets: their squawk
may alert you.

Mistletoe is a semi-parasite,
dependent on its host, and
can be deadly. In Knole you
will see it on the tall lime on
Echo Mount

The Sessile Oak is the most biodiverse tree in Britain, playing host
to 326 different lichen species and
423 insects and mites.
Ancient and dead trees provide
special conditions for many rare
invertebrates, fungi and epiphytes.

Invertebrates:
beetles and bugs
Invertebrates are animals without
a backbone. They make up 96% of
animal species.

A wolf-spider with egg-sac
14 of the 18 species of British bat can
be found in Kent including the common
pipistrelle. Why not join a bat walk?
Platypus Cylindrus (the oak pinhole borer). Once rare, since the
1987 storm it has become a pest.

Fungi
Listen for the drumming
of green and great spotted
woodpeckers, done to
attract a mate or mark
their territory. Look for
nesting holes high up on
the trunk.

see if you can spot the three types Mutualistic fungi are beneficial and twoway, helping the transfer of nutrients from
soil to tree, which in turn provides energy
for the fungi
Saprotrophic obtain nutrients from rotting
wood and so are a sign of decay in living
trees
Parasitic are harmful, attacking living trees;
they include bracket fungi such as this hoof
fungus

Lichen
There are about 2000
lichen species in UK.
Many rare ones are
to be found in Knole
Park. There are over 50
types on this sycamore
opposite the Great Barn
in Knole Park

The birds and the bees and
the sycamore trees…

Epiphytes
An epiphyte (“air plant”) is
a plant growing on another
plant not as a parasite but
using it for support. They
include mosses, liverworts,
lichens, algae and ferns.

A bush cricket in Knole
“Ancient trees are precious. There is little else on earth that plays host
to such a rich community of life within a single, living organism”.
David Attenborough.

Moss
Underground fungi such as milkcaps and
brittlegills may colonise a tree’s roots. They
are an important component of soil life and
chemistry.
There are over 600
types of moss in the UK,
including this Common
Haircap.

The next generation!
(if not eaten that is).

Beech roots are shallow making the tree
vulnerable to strong winds.

LOOK! Choose a tree and examine it carefully.
LISTEN! What sounds can you hear from in and around it?
COUNT! How many species can you find?

Dead wood and fallen branches may
look untidy, but they harbour many,
often rare, plants and animals. This
is one of the reasons why Knole Park
is an SSSI (Site of Special Scientific
Interest). And fallen trees may often
regenerate.

Life in a Tree
It’s all a matter of give and take, as the various components of a tree’s complex eco-system interact with each other
and their surroundings. A tree is nature’s harbour and larder: it provides homes, shelter and safety. It nourishes
plants, insects, birds and mammals which in turn form part of the food chain. And it is repaid: birds drop seeds and
provide organic waste; fungi around the roots absorb nutrients which are passed on to the tree. But it is not always
mutually beneficial: some trees are poisonous – but most animals quickly learn. And the biggest pests in Knole Park
are the deer and squirrels. Some fungi are really nasty!
Some trees are more important
than others for wildlife: ancient
trees and oak are the best. And
don’t assume that dead trunks
and branches have been left
lying around through neglect.
The ecological value of dead and
decaying wood is immense. For
example they provide habitats
for several varieties of beetles
and other insects – many of
those in Knole Park are
extremely rare.
And where there’s life ......
Deer damage.
The results
of fungal
attack.
Some
fungi feed
on live
trees;
others on
already
rotten
wood.

Bracket fungi on a beech in
Wildernesse. The fruiting body of such
a deadly wood-rotting fungus is called
a “conk”. Below: the attack begins ..

Dead or fallen
trees may play
host to other
plants – or
spring back to
life. Important
lessons were
learnt after the
1987 hurricane
when many
trees were
cleared
unnecessarily.

Nature’s Bounty

A burr results from a tree undergoing
some form of stress. It may be caused by
an injury, virus or fungus. Most burrs grow
beneath the ground, attached to the roots
and not discovered until the tree dies or
falls. Most burr wood is covered by bark
even if it is beneath the soil.

Wood anemones (“wind flower”) - a galaxy of stars in Godden Wood.
Pretty, but toxic. They are a good indicator of ancient woodland,
thriving on the nutrients of decayed leaves, the process aided over
centuries by worms, woodlice and fungi. They dislike shade – hence
their early appearance in spring before the trees are in leaf.

Lichen on the sycamore in Knole, including the
first British recorded Parmelia elegantula. (So now
you know!). While here, look at Iain Presnell’s
easy-to-read article on fungi and lichen for more …

KW

W
Ring-necked parakeets near the Taj Mahal, and in
Sevenoaks Weald – taken within weeks of each other. They
are naturalised and spreading in England: you may see
whole flocks of them.

One third of all woodland birds nest in holes or
cavities in dead trees, and large, hollowing trees
form ideal roosting sites for species such as the
great spotted woodpecker, redstart and barn owl.
Trees provide birds with a rich harvest of seeds,
berries, and invertebrates as well as places to hide,
nest, rest and sing. Raptors (birds of prey) use
snags as lookouts and food-handling points.

A towering beech pierces the canopy in Sevenoaks Common

Woodlands
“The Town in a Wood”

The surviving woodlands in and around Sevenoaks are as much part of the heritage, landscape
and character of the town as its individual trees. Their value is increasingly being recognised, and
recent examples show that there is considerable public concern for their protection and effective
management by public bodies and private landowners.

Despite development, Sevenoaks still
deserves that description, perched
on its ridge and encompassed by the
woodlands of Sevenoaks Common,
Riverhill and St Julians to the south,
Fawke Common and Godden Green to
the east, and Graet Britains Wood, Mill
Bank Wood and the extensive Whitley
Forest to the west – with the Downs
providing a sylvan backcloth to the north.
The small woods in the town itself serve
as its “green lungs” and havens for wildlife. And of course we have Knole at our
heart.

Sevenoaks Common
Fawke Common in Autumn

Ancient Woodland
Our ancient woods are hugely important and irreplaceable: they are a living link to our past and
our richest habitat for wildlife. Almost 4,000 of Sevenoaks District’s 5,352 hectares of woodland is
classed as ancient: a significant and precious resource.
Ancient woodland is defined as an area that has been wooded continuously since at least 1600 AD.
Because it may have been cut many times in the past, it does not necessarily contain old trees. It
includes semi-natural stands of predominantly native trees that do not obviously originate from
planting, as well as plantations of introduced species and wood pasture (as for example in deer
parks). The attached maps show the ancient woodland in and around Sevenoaks.

Millpond Wood
Beech and sweet chestnut embrace
Like the town’s other woods, the
common lost many of its mature trees
in the 1987 storm. After replanting by
the Town Council, a variety of young
native species now thrives alongside
surviving veterans. This extensive Local
Wildlife Site to the south of the town
is criss-crossed by paths and provides
the perfect environment in all seasons
in which to test your knowledge of our
trees, indigenous and introduced, young
and old, and to look out for the wide
range of flora and fauna sheltered within.

Native bluebells are often a sign of ancient
woodland.

The 9 acre wood contains several fine
beech, sweet chestnut and Scots pines,
and is one of several managed by
Sevenoaks Town Council, responsible
for the maintenance and protection of
almost 56 acres of woodland.

Andredsweald

The view south from Beechmont Hall on
the Greensand Ridge

Sandwiched between Hillingdon Avenue
and the busy A25, Millpond Wood
is a remnant of Andredsweald and a
prehistoric site with a burial barrow
dated to 2400-1500 BC and a peatbog at least 2,500 years’ old. Despite
proposals for development over the
years, public protests and the recognition
of its conservation value have kept this
important site protected.

Ancient Pathways
An ancient droveway down the
Greensand Ridge into Underriver. Such
tracks were used for the practice of
releasing domestic pigs into the forest
to feed on fallen acorns, beech-mast and
other nuts (“pannage”). These mighty
beeches cling on remarkably despite the
erosion of the banks.

This ancient dense forest once covered
most of southern England: in King
Alfred’s time it was 120 miles long and
30 miles broad, stretching north as far
as the modern A25. A primary reason
for Sevenoaks’ growth was its site as a
welcome place of rest and refuge before
travellers and traders plunged into this
haunt of vagabonds and wild beasts or
emerged from its midst on their way
north. As settlements such as Sevenoaks
became hungry for more land, gradually
its edge was pushed back - although
small pockets of ancient woodland
remain to this day within the town.
(“Weald” means wood or forest – cf the
German “Wald”. The name lives on of
course, in The Weald and Sevenoaks
Weald).

Woodlands
For its whole existence Sevenoaks has
been enveloped by trees. For centuries,
since its origins on the ridge as a
convergence of tracks, a market, and
place of respite, it was a small, tightly-knit
community centred around the church
and surrounded by farms, medieval
manors and great estates, many
emparked, and dominated by Knole.
Between lay those woods and commons
that had not been cleared or
appropriated, and beyond was the fearful
ancient “wildwood” of Andredsweald.
Not till the coming of the railways was
there substantial change, and Sevenoaks
rapidly grew and prospered. Well-to-do
Victorian gentlemen built grand houses;
and although many woods, glades and
fields were lost, more woods were
established for their timber, and also
many of the magnificent trees we see in
Sevenoaks today were planted then - so
that, in Sir John Dunlop’s words, the town
was still “embowered by its trees”.

Autumn in Sevenoaks Common
Autumn Colour in Sevenoaks Common
Sevenoaks Common
The common is a Site of Nature Conservation Interest that includes
Hubbards Hill and Beechmont Bank. Most of the woodland on the scarp and
lower slopes of the Greensand Ridge has been relatively unmanaged for
years and is reverting naturally to High Forest with a wide variety of species.
The common, formerly more open and on acid soil, with the occasional
mature oak, beech and holly, is developing into secondary woodland. A
management plan is in place for the common, and a project initiated for the
maintenance and improvement of 17 pieces of common land along The
Greensand Way.

Right: an old yew
in Great Britains
Wood.

A Scots Pine soars above the canopy on Sevenoaks Common

A farm at Brittains (there are various spellings even now) is mentioned
in The Domesday Book and the surrounding lands have passed through
many hands over the centuries, at one time being part of the
Kippington estate. (“Brittains” has been linked to Henri de Bruton {ie
from Brittany} who came over with William the Conqueror). Luckily
whole tracts of undeveloped land remain to the west of Brittains Lane,
including Little and Great Britains Woods. Beyond the A21 lies Whitley
Forest, in medieval times a hunting forest of the Archbishops of
Canterbury, Lords of the Manor of Otford. It is possible that Middling
Wood and the small copse further north down Brittains Lane are
remnants of ancient woodland. Right: poplars in Great Britains Wood.

Ancient Woodland
The South East has about 40% of the ancient woodland in England, but it is increasingly under threat from
development pressures. The total amount of all woodland (ancient and recent) within Sevenoaks District is 5,352
hectares - 14.5% of the district’s area (the average for England is 8.4%).
The densely-wooded nature of our area in early times is indicated in place-names and their mainly Anglo-Saxon
origin: “hurst” (wooded hill), “den” (wooded pasture), “ley” (clearing) and “field” (where the trees have been felled),
“holt” (copse), “chart” and “hart” (wood, forest), “weald” (wood). In the Kentish Weald alone there are 33 “hursts”, 42
“dens”, 22 “leys”, and 19 “fields”. How many can you think of?
Some names are very specific: Ash, Bells Yew Green, Bexley (“bex = “box”, the tree), Bough Beech and Mark
(“boundary”) Beech, Burnt Oak, Broad Oak, One Tree Hill, Four Elms, Five Oak Green, Five Ashes, Twelve Oaks (Fiveupmanship in East Sussex). “Stubbs” (as in Stubbs Wood) is a clearing with tree stumps. In Sevenoaks itself we have
Ashgrove, Beechmont, Fig Street, Hollybush, Lime Tree Walk (2), Oak Lane and several more oak roads …. and others ..?
“Darent” means “the river where oak trees grow”
Millpond Wood
The prehistoric bowl barrow is at the
north-west end of the wood: 28 - 33m in
diameter and 1.5m high, and now covered
in firs and beech. When the mound was
excavated in 1897 traces of a cremation
burial were discovered, together with
hundreds of worked flints going back to
the Mesolithic period (c. 9600 to 4000 BC).

Millpond Wood

Protection of Open Spaces and Ancient Woodland
Sevenoaks District Council’s ‘Allocations and Development
Management Plan’ states its commitment to the protection of
“Heritage Assets”, which include Ancient Woodland and
Ancient Trees. “Heritage Assets are an irreplaceable resource
and they should be conserved and enhanced in a manner
appropriate to their significance. Any harm or loss will require
a clear and convincing justification”. The District’s inventory of
ancient woodland was updated in 2012.
The Town Council manages ten woods, the largest by far being
Sevenoaks Common, at 15.6 ha.

The Greensand Ridge looking north from Weald Village

A mighty oak drawn by Paul White. Courtesy Sevenoaks Town Council.
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(1770’s), Charles Essenhigh Corke (1906), and Rowland Hilder (lived 1905-1993). The sycamore to the right of the

gatehouse in the Sandby print is the original one much admired by Walpole in 1752.

The popularity of Hilder's imagery was enhanced by his collaboration with his wife Edith in illustrating Shell's “Guide to the
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A rare photograph from c. 1860 showing a seat around the sycamore, far right.
A rare photograph from c. 1860 showing a seat around the sycamore, far right.

From 1908 to 1922 Charles Essenhigh
Corke’s studio was in Walnut Tree House
(or “The Arboretum”) in London Road shown in this 1864 print by W Knight. It
was demolished in 1973. The site is now
occupied by West Kent Housing
Association.

Samuel Palmer lived in Shoreham from 1826-1835, where he painted
some of his finest landscapes and was the leading figure in an artistic
group influenced by William Blake and calling themselves “The Ancients”.
His work contains many studies of trees, including the old oaks and
beeches in Lullingstone. He travelled often to Sevenoaks and “The Golden
Valley”, painted c. 1833/4, is one of several views of Underriver and The
Weald from Carter’s Hill and One Tree Hill on the Greensand Ridge.

This painting in the
possession of The
Sevenoaks Society is
something of a
mystery. By Cyril
Stanley and dated
1881, it may be of
Knole Park. Can
anyone provide
information about
the artist and the
painting?

Two works by local artists: Pedunculate Oak Acorns by Sarah Ashwell, and one of
Anita McEwen’s Seven Oaks of Knole, which you will see on display.

“No one I think is in my tree: I mean it must
be high or low …”

This shows the
full height of
“The Beatles
Tree”: the oak
was probably
already dead
when the
pioneering video
for Strawberry
Fields was made.

“Winter Sunset in Knole” showing the group
of sweet chestnuts on Echo Mount. Just one
of the many splendid photographs taken by
members of The Sevenoaks Camera Club and
other local photographers.

Look also in the exhibition for the poems that
celebrate our trees, including “Beechwoods at
Knole” by Vita Sackville-West, and “The
English Oak” from “An Anthology of Trees in
Verse” by local poet Bill Schaeffer.

No – not Sevenoaks, and unfortunately not one of our photographs.
This is “Pando”, a clonal colony of Quaking Aspen trees in Utah, USA:
one of biggest and oldest organisms in the world –
6,000 tons and a single root system 80,000 years old.

Life Through A Tree
Hello…
I am the rather magnificent Tudor Oak that you can find today if you wander down the
slope to the west of Knole House. Although I’m over 500 years old I am still very young
and healthy for an oak, which can live to over 1,000. To put my life (and perhaps yours)
into perspective, you might be interested in what has happened over the centuries.
Come and say ‘Hi’ sometime!

Sevenoaks

Britain

World

1432: Sevenoaks School is founded by William
Sevenoke

1485: Henry VIII is crowned

1450: Machu Picchu is built by Incas in Peru

1533: Henry marries Ann Boleyn and is
excommunicated

1492: Columbus discovers America

1450: The rebel Jack Cade defeats Henry VI’s forces at
the Battle of Solefields
1456: Thomas Bourchier, Archbishop of Canterbury,
purchases the Knole estate and builds Knole
House
1538: Henry VIII appropriates Knole from Thomas
Cranmer

1600: Shakespeare publishes ‘Hamlet’
1606: Guy Fawkes is hung, drawn & quartered
1633: Bananas go on sale for first time
1703: The Great Storm batters the south of England

1707:
1570: Thomas Sackville, poet, statesman and 2nd
1760:
Cousin of Elizabeth 1st, acquires a lease on Knole
1783:
1643: The Parliamentarians occupy Knole during the
1805:
Civil War
1825:
1709: Turnpike roads come to Sevenoaks

1506: Da Vinci completes the Mona Lisa
1615: Galileo faces the Inquisition
1632: The Taj Mahal is begun
1760: Jeffery Amherst, famous son of Sevenoaks,
captures Montreal in the French and Indian War

Union of England and Scotland

1815:

Start of the Industrial Revolution

1837: The first general purpose computer is designed

America gains independence from Britain

1914: Start of the First World War

Battle of Trafalgar

1941: The first fully automatic digital computer is built

The first public railway

1969: The first men land on the moon

The Battle of Waterloo

1887: A serious fire almost destroys Knole: locals rally
round to save it

1833: Abolition of slavery

1993: The European Union is established with 12 States

1918: Women (over 30) get the vote

2009: Obama is inaugurated as President of USA

1892: Vita Sackville-West is born

1940: The Battle of Britain.
Winston Churchill becomes Prime Minister

2014: Scheduled completion of the world’s tallest
building in Changsha, China: 838m high

1966: England win the World Cup

2014: Germany win the World Cup

1902: Seven “Coronation” oaks are planted on The
Vine

1927: Serious rail accident at Sevenoaks station kills 13 2012: London hosts the Olympic Games
1967: The Beatles film ‘Strawberry Fields’ and ‘Penny
Lane’ videos in Knole Park
1968: Daniel Day-Lewis starts at Sevenoaks School
The Sevenoaks by-pass is opened
1974: The future Princess Diana enrols at West Heath
School
1987: The Great Storm
2014: Elizabeth Yarnold wins Gold in skeleton-racing in
the Winter Olympics at Sochi

2014: Referendum on Scottish independence

KEY TREE DATES
385 million years ago

The first trees on earth; the land becomes dominated by lush forests (the oldest tree may be Wattieza, fossils of
which were found in New York State in 2007)

250-200 m

Age of the maidenhair tree Ginkgo Biloba: a living fossil, virtually unchanged from the specimens found in Triassic
deposits. Other trees we recognise today such as the Monkey Puzzle start to evolve

206 m

The first pines appear, including the Wollemi Pine, thought to be extinct until its discovery in Australia in 1994.
(Small trees can now be bought for £70). Dinosaurs roam

114 m

Flowering plants evolve and the first hardwood trees appear including oaks, maples, willows, laurels and
magnolias

66 m

The climate warms and hardwood trees begin to dominate, displacing conifers

2.6m – 14,000 BC

Ice ages cause forests to retreat and recover

1.8 m

Many tree species evolve that flourish today including our native beech, ash, hazel, birch, and alder

200,000

Homo sapiens evolves

6000 – 2500 BC

Man moves out of the stone age. The ancient forest of Andredsweald, 120 miles long and 30 deep, covers the
whole of southern England stretching north to the modern A25

800-900 AD

Likely date for establishment of Sevenoaks as a place of rest and refuge, meeting of ways and then a market –
near a clump of already established oaks?

802

Date of possibly oldest oak in Britain, the Pontfadog Oak , near Chirk in N Wales. 12.9m girth. Blown down in a
gale in April 2013

1122

The church of Seouenaca (“Seven oaks”) recorded in the Textus Roffensis

1509

Planting of the sweet chestnuts in Wildernesse estate

1600 or earlier

Date at which land that has had a continuous woodland cover is officially “ancient”

1651

Charles II hides in an oak tree at Boscobel, Shropshire, after the Battle of Worcester

1687

A “Flower of Kent” apple falls on Isaac Newton’s head

18thC

Extensive planting in Knole Park and lands of the great estates in and around the town

1700

epd (estimated planting date) of the oldest sweet chestnut in Knole

1788

Beneath an old oak in Keston, William Wilberforce petitions the PM, William Pitt the Younger, to abolish slavery
th

th

Late 18 or early 19 C

Planting of the seven oaks south of the White Hart Inn

1815

The First Duke of Wellington visits Wildernesse House, in March, 3 months before the battle of Waterloo. A
double row of limes is planted in his honour (Wildernesse Avenue)

1834

Disgruntled agricultural workers form the first trades union under an ancient sycamore in Tolpuddle, Dorset

Late 19th C

Coming of the railways to Sevenoaks; planting of specimen trees in grounds of grand new houses

1853

Arrival of the Giant Redwood (Wellingtonia) in UK, in the year after the death of the Duke of Wellington, with
plantings soon after in Sevenoaks as a status symbol

1902

Seven oaks planted on the north side of the Vine cricket ground to commemorate the coronation of Edward VII

1946

Seven North American oaks planted in front of the then Vine Tavern to celebrate victory in the Second World
War and the contribution of the American allies

1950s

Loss of many ancient and remarkable trees in Sevenoaks through storm, old age or vandalism, including The Old
Oak, King John Oak, King Beech and an 18thC sycamore in Knole

1955

Felling of the seven White Hart oaks (incorrectly said to be unsafe) and their replacement

1967

A new virulent strain of Dutch Elm Disease arrives in Britain

1981

Cherry trees planted in the grounds of West Heath School to commemorate Princess Diana’s engagement,
her marriage (in this year) and the Princes' births. (Diana was a border at the school from 1974-77)

1987

Sevenoaks becomes ”One Oak” after The Great Storm; loss of one million trees in the Sevenoaks District, 70% of
the trees in Knole, and six of the oaks on the Vine. (Replaced with seven. Sevenoaks becomes “Eight Oaks”). The
Sackville family spends £1m on replanting in Knole. The Sevenoaks Society plants trees in the park and along
Bradbourne Vale Road

1988

Vandalism of the replanted Vine oaks, and their replacement

2002

50 Great British Trees selected by The Tree Council (UK) in honour of the Queen's Golden Jubilee. The nearest is
the Sydney Oak in Penshurst Park; it may be 1000 years old

2010

Planting of first of seven civic oaks on Brittains Common, one to be planted each year
The Sevenoaks Society’s intervention helps save the trees outside the Post Office in the centre of Sevenoaks –
one of several initiatives to safeguard our town’s trees

2013/14

Winter storms cause more losses.

80,000 years of age

A clonal colony of 47,000 Quaking Aspen trees (nicknamed "Pando"), covering 106 acres in the Fishlake National
Forest in the United States: considered to be one of the oldest and largest organisms in the world, weighing 6000
tons. However the average age of above-ground trees is only about 130 years

9,550 years

Root age of Old Tjikko, a Norway Spruce (Picea abies) in Sweden: an individual clonal tree dated using carbon
dating and genetic matching

6,800 – 6000 years

“The Sisters”, in Lebanon: claimed to be the oldest olives in the world; legend refers to them as the source of the
olive branch in the story of the flood in Genesis

5063 years

The oldest living non-clonal tree with a verified age: a Great Basin Bristlecone Pine (Pinus longaeva) in California;
beating the previous oldest of the same species, Methuselah, at only 4,846

5000 years

Possible age of the oldest European tree - in Britain: the Fortingall Yew in Perthshire (although other ”expert”
estimates put it at anything between 5,000 and 1,500). The Llangernyw Yew in N Wales with a girth of 10.75m is
estimated to be at least 4,000 years old

700 years

Claimed age of The King John Oak, “The oldest tree in Knole”, when burnt down by vandals in 1953

700 - 600 years

Possible age of the oldest surviving trees in Knole (oak, hawthorn and yew). But don’t quote us on
that!

The 200 year-old Sycamore in front of Knole House: a symbol of hope and care.
But we must realise – fences are not enough.

Preserving our Remarkable Trees
On 27th October 2013 The Sevenoaks Society received a phone call from a reporter for Radio 4,
in anticipation of the strong storm predicted to hit the south that night. “How safe is your One Oak?”
she asked. It survived – as it did the dramatic thunderstorm of July 2014. But our trees are at risk,
and here we show some of the threats and what you can do to help counter them.

Our Trees Are Under Threat
Natural forces such as storm, pest,
disease and decay will always be a risk
to our trees and hard or impossible to
resist. (By the 1990’s Dutch Elm Disease
had wiped out virtually all 30 million
trees in the UK). But many threats are
man-made, and to a degree controllable
– they include vandalism, accidental
damage, development, pollution - or just
neglect. Trees cannot always stand in the
way of progress and may themselves at
times pose risks, but there is a need for
constant vigilance. Events such as the
“hurricane” of 1987, the vandalism of the
replacement Vine oaks, and instances
of needless clearance or damage during
building construction have increased
the recognition that our trees are
amongst our most valuable treasures
and that active tree management, public
awareness and community involvement
are essential.

Photo: Mike Harris Photography

Why Are Our Trees Important?
Trees are literally vital for our existence. They absorb carbon dioxide, produce oxygen and act as
a giant filter that cleans the air we breathe. Their roots combat soil erosion, capture pollutants,
and reduce flooding. They are essential for wildlife. Trees improve the quality of our life: we admire
their beauty and majesty; they muffle urban noise, act as windbreaks and screens, provide shade,
peace and calm; they supply wood, food and medicine. Ancient and heritage trees serve as historic
landmarks and a source of local pride. They make our town distinctive. Our woods are an invaluable
community asset and source of fun and exercise. And it is said that trees can increase the property
value of your home by 15% or more!

Pests and Diseases

Squirrel damage in Knole Park

The Upper High Street

Luckily no-one was hurt when this large tree
fell during the storms that hit Sevenoaks in
the winter of 2013/4.

Surveys show that their range is
increasing. Britain’s 80m ash trees
remain at deadly risk from ash-dieback
caused by the fungus Chalara fraxinea.
The processionary moth and acute oak
decline threaten our oaks. Various websites offer advice on how to spot and
report these and other threats, eg www.
opalexplorenature.org /TreeSurvey.

The oak processionary moth caterpillar

Development

Not all trees are worth saving and
economic or other values may prevail.
But ancient and heritage trees and those
that are an integral part of our landscape
need especial protection against damage
or unnecessary felling - this is one of the
main reasons for highlighting them in this
exhibition. Responsible planning, design
and construction are essential and the
best schemes display open consultation,
flexibility, and imaginative landscaping
using native trees.

On sites with existing trees, planning
applications must include a Tree Survey
and Tree Constraints Plan. Development
Control powers, Tree Preservation
Orders, and designated Conservation
Area status from the District Council are
among the most important safeguards;
but many other regulatory and voluntary
bodies also have a crucial role to play as
well as Residents’ Associations. (See the
Information Sheet for details).

What Can I Do?
There is much that individuals and
communities can do:
Seek out the trees in this exhibition;
go on a tree walk
Adopt a tree: choose a favourite or
one at risk, monitor its condition,
report any problems
Plant a tree (grants and free trees
are often available for individuals,
communities and schools)
Think twice before removing a tree
Encourage your children, employer,
colleagues, neighbours, friends,
schools to be more “tree- aware”
Join in – become a tree
warden or volunteer
surveyor

The planning authorities have a duty to
appraise development and tree work
proposals, promote tree retention,
protect our most valuable trees, monitor
construction and enforce conditions.

Be vigilant: report
any concerns, lobby
where necessary;
get trees included in
Neighbourhood Plans
Go on – get out there
and hug a tree!

Preserving Our Remarkable Trees
The “Great Storm” of 1987
“… a woman rang the BBC and said she'd heard there was a
hurricane on the way. Well if you are watching don't worry,
there isn't..."


And so we became “One Oak”

Below: Summer 1987 on The Vine; the
morning of 16th October 1987; 25 years
later: October 2012.







The worst storm since1703
15 million trees were destroyed - over one million in
Sevenoaks District
Knole lost 70% of its trees
Winds reached 115 mph
18 people were killed
It cost the insurance industry £2bn
The “Trees for the Future” project was set up in Sevenoaks

Pests and Diseases
The oak and pine processionary moths, Asian and citrus longhorn beetles, the emerald ash borer, horse chestnut leaf
miner, acute oak decline and ash die-back are amongst the most dangerous threats to our trees. In just one year, ash
dieback has been recorded in over 600 locations across the country. With over 80 million ash trees in woods and forests
across the UK and another 12 million gracing our cherished hedgerows, tackling pests and diseases that threaten our
woodland is a top priority of the Woodland Trust and other concerned bodies, through raising awareness, controlled
planting and a tree health early warning system using volunteer support.
Symptoms of Ash Die-back include:






Blackened, dead leaves – may look a bit like frost damage
Dark lesions – often long, thin and diamond-shaped on
the trunk around the base of dead shoots
The tips of shoots become black and shrivelled
The veins of leaves, normally pale in colour, turn brown
In mature trees, dieback of twigs and branches in the
crown, often with bushy growth further down the
branches where new shoots have been produced.
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/tree-diseases

See also The Forestry Commission’s website: www.forestry.gov.uk. To report suspected ash die-back or other
serious pests and diseases, use their Tree Alert Form or app on the web-site.
Overleaf are contact details for some of the many organisations concerned with the management, recording,
promotion and protection of trees.

Tree Protection

An useful document is Sevenoaks District Council’s leaflet “A Guide to Tree
Preservation”, covering Tree Preservation Orders, trees in conservation areas,
tree works and other topics. Download from the SDC web-site.
Trees have to be managed.
Limbs may be removed to
restrict or promote growth, or
for health or safety reasons.
Unfortunately trees sometimes
have to be removed
completely, such as this giant
redwood by the road-side near
Sevenoaks Common.

Useful Contacts



















Sevenoaks District Council - decisions and advice on Tree Preservation Orders, tree works and planning
issues regarding trees; management of some woods. The main number may be able to answer some of
your questions (01732 227000), or use their web-site:
www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/services/housing/planning/tree-management/frequently-asked-questionsabout-trees; or contact The Arboricultural & Landscape Officer.
Sevenoaks Town Council - Council woodlands and open spaces; consideration of proposed TPOs, tree
works and related planning matters (www.sevenoakstown.gov.uk or contact the Tree Officer)
Kent County Council - Countryside Access; trees and highways (www.kent.gov.uk)
TCV: “The Conservation Volunteers” - reclaiming green spaces, liaison with schools and communities;
the Kent Heritage Tree project; map of location of Heritage Trees (kentheritagetrees.tcv.org.uk)
Woodland Trust - the UK’s leading tree conservation charity; owns, protects, restores woods;
campaigns to protect and save ancient woodland (www.woodlandtrust.org.uk)
The Ancient Tree Hunt - Woodland Trust, Tree Register and Ancient Tree Forum; Ancient Tree
inventory: live database of over 135,000 ancient, veteran and other notable trees, using information
from volunteers, citizen science projects, owners, and other NGOs and logged on an interactive
map. (www.ancient-tree-hunt.org.uk).
The Tree Register - the official recorders of Champion Trees; database of over 150,000 trees
(www.treeregister.org)
The Tree Council - the UK’s lead charity for trees; an umbrella organisation for local groups involved in
the planting, care and conservation of trees; 8000 Tree Wardens; runs the National Tree Week
(www.treecouncil.org.uk)
The Forestry Commission - the government department responsible for the protection and expansion
of Britain’s forests and woodlands (www.forestry.gov.uk)
CPRE-Protect Kent - “Protecting the County’s landscape and heritage from inappropriate development”
(www.protectkent.org.uk; read “Kent Voice” for local news and issues).
Woodland Heritage – training and advice on woodland management; working with wood; research into
Acute Oak Decline (www.woodlandheritage.org)
The Kent Men of The Trees - tree planting (www.kentmenofthetrees.co.uk)
The National Trust - with thousands of superb native and specimen trees in their many properties
locally, and information about walks and other countryside activities on their web-site
(www.nationaltrust.org.uk/knole)
The Sevenoaks Society – conservation and improvement of our physical and natural heritage
(www.sevenoakssociety.org.uk)
National Tree Week: 29th November – 7th December
Join in. Get your hands dirty. Plant a tree - or wood. Get together with others in your community.
See the Tree Council’s website for activities near you.
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A hornbeam in Knole in all its autumn glory
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