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Chairman’s Report    David Green 

 HERITAGE EXHIBITION  

Much has already been written and 
reported about this event, but as it is of 
such importance I make no apology of 
starting my report with it. 

The Exhibition will be held in the 
Kaleidoscope Gallery at Sevenoaks library 
and will be formally opened by the Town 
Mayor designate, Councillor Nick Busvine, 
on 19th June and will then be open to 
members and the public daily from 20th 
June until 6th July (except on Sundays) 
during normal Library opening hours. 
Members will recently have received a 
letter from me giving more details and 
asking for volunteers to supervise the 
exhibition whilst it is open; it is not too 
late to volunteer and if you wish to do so 
please contact the Society’s Hon. 
Treasurer, Richard Baxter, either by email 
(baxterra@btinternert.com) or telephone 
(07768 935720). There will be instruction 
sheets available setting out the duties 
(not very onerous!) of supervisors. 

As I have said on numerous occasions, 
this is a major event for the Society, and 
an enormous amount of work has been 
undertaken over the last year and more 
by the steering committee led by 
Geraldine Tucker and including Keith 
Wade, Elizabeth Purves, Victoria Granville 
Baxter and Veronica Coath. I am certain 
that the result will be a memorable event 
and I urge all members who can to visit it 
and, if possible, volunteer to help 
supervise it and also to publicise it to 
their friends and others. 

HON. SECRETARY 

It is with much regret that I have to 
announce that Tim Pearce has stated his 
intention to stand down as our Hon. 
Secretary at the Society’s AGM in 

October. He has been a member of the 
Society since about 1958; he joined the 
Committee as Vice-Chairman in 2009 
becoming Hon. Secretary in 2016 having 
carried out many of the duties of 
Secretary whilst being Vice-Chairman. 
During his time as Hon. Secretary he also 
took on the role of Membership Secretary 
following the departure of Phyllis Styles 
(and was greatly relieved when Mike 
Hibling took on that role last year!). As 
can be seen, he has been a great servant 
of the Society for many years and an 
enormous help to me since I became 
Chairman in 2016. I am delighted to say 
that we shall not lose him altogether 
because he has said he would like to 
continue on the Committee. 

All this means that we need to find 
someone to replace Tim from the next 
AGM. Could that person be you? If 
anyone is willing to consider doing so, but 
would like more information about the 
duties/responsibilities please speak either 
to Tim (01732 465110) or me (01732 
457143) 

TALKS 

The Society has continued its programme 
of talks as published in the Winter issue 
of the magazine, and reports of which 
appear elsewhere in this issue. These 
have all been well attended and of a high 
standard, and thanks are due to Tim 
Pearce and others for arranging them. 

There are three further talks upcoming to 
which I would draw members’ attention. 
The first is on 22nd May and will be on air 
pollution given by Jenny Bates of  Friends 
of The Earth and will be at the usual 
venue St.Luke’s Hall in Eardley Road at 
8.00pm.  The other two are coincident 
with the Exhibition and will be held at the 
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Kaleidoscope Gallery; details were given 
in my recent letter to members. The first 
of these is on 20th June at 6.00pm for 
6.45pm and will be by the National Trust 
about Knole House; it is open only to 
members and their guests and entry is by 
ticket only (please contact Richard Baxter 
as above). The second is on 25th June at 
4.30pm when Bob Ogley, a former Editor 
of the Sevenoaks Chronicle, and will be 
open to members and the public, but is 
limited to 60 people on a strictly “first 
come first served basis”. 

RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATIONS MEETING 

The Society invited all Residents’ 
Associations in the Sevenoaks Town 
Council area to a meeting on 30th March 
2019; of those invited, eight attended. 
We were able to inform those who 
attended about our comments on the 
Draft Local Plan and the current state of 
play in regard thereto, and other issues 
we felt to be of interest. It also gave 
those attending an opportunity to raise 
matters of concern to their members. It 
was felt that the meeting was useful, and 
we were asked to arrange another one in 
about a year’s time. 

MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS 

At the invitation of South East Water, I, 
together with Richard Baxter and David 
Gamble, attended a meeting at with the 
company in December at which it 
explained the need for a replacement 
water main running from the reservoir 
near Solefields Road to its water 
treatment works in Cramptons Road, and 
its four possible routes. Many members 
will doubtless already be aware of these 
proposals which have been widely 
reported in the local press. After due 
consideration the Committee agreed that 

the best and least disruptive option was 
the one through Sevenoaks School and 
Knole Park, and notified the company to 
that effect.  The present position is that 
ground testing works have to be carried 
out before any final decision can be 
taken. 

At the same time the Company is about 
to commence on replacing the Solefields 
reservoir which is said “to have a 
remaining life expectancy of only 5 
years”. Work is due to begin in June, 
should be completed in February 2020 
and be tested and commissioned during 
March to May 2020. 

I mentioned in my report in the last 
magazine that the Society had been 
invited by the National Trust to a meeting 
to discuss ways of improving vehicular 
access to Knole Park. That duly took place 
and we have been invited to a further 
meeting at which we hope to hear some 
firm proposals as to what steps they are 
considering to ease the considerable 
traffic congestion which occurs in the 
Upper High Street when visitor numbers 
to Knole House and the Park are high. 

At its meeting on 20th March the 
Committee received a presentation from 
Tim Shaw, a Borough Green councillor, 
and Bryan Rawlins, seeking the Society’s 
support for their petition to the 
Government asking for the construction 
of east facing slip roads onto the M26 to 
ease current traffic congestion in 
Sevenoaks and Borough Green caused by 
vehicles travelling to the M20. Whilst 
sympathetic to the proposal, the 
Committee did not wish to offer its 
formal support, but said that it would 
draw members’ attention to the scheme. 
Should anyone wish to learn more and/or 
register support the petition can be 

Chairman’s Report  Cont’d  
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found at https://petition.parliament.uk/
petitioners/234542 until June. 

Finally, the last issue of the magazine 
contained a report by Charles George 
about the “Strange Death of the 
Sevenoaks Conservation Council”. Since 
that sad event the Committee has 
considered whether and how to replace 

that body. It decided that the Townscape 
and Planning Group of the Society will 
decide what involvement, if any, it or the 
Society will undertake when/if 
conservation issues arise; where the 
responsibility for initiating/co-ordinating 
changes to the boundaries of existing 
Conservation Areas was left open. 

Peter was latterly an Honorary Vice 
President of the Society. He died on 16th 
January. 

He began his professional life as a 
practising solicitor, before accepting 
appointment as a Costs Judge at the High 
Court. 

He was an early member of the society, 
and as a member of the executive 
committee served in various roles 

including that of chairman for many years 
in the 1990s. He was also the society’s 
representative on the Conservation 
Council and the LGBC.  

He will also be known to many as the 
official weather reporter for the 
Sevenoaks Chronicle ! 

Our condolences go to his wife Adrienne, 
who is also an Honorary Vice President. 

Peter Rogers 1939 – 2019 
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Many members will have used – and noticed that 
we have – a new web site. 

The link remains the same – 

www.sevenoakssociety.co.uk 

The web site is now much more user friendly and, 
in some respects, interactive – particularly in 
relation to the volunteering opportunities for the 
forthcoming Exhibition. 

I encourage members to “give it a try” if you have 
not already done so. And if you have any sugges-
tions for improving it still further, please let me 
know (treasurer@sevenoakssociety.co.uk)  

Richard Baxter 

The accounts for the year ended 
31st March 2019 – see page 7 – 
will be presented to the 
members for approval at the 
Annual General Meeting in 
October. 

Our membership numbers are 
increasing steadily. However, the 
Society has also enjoyed the 
benefit of some “catch up” 
payments from members, and a 
substantial number of 
“conversions” to Oak 
membership. Our publications – 
Walks Books and Lodges Book in 
particular, continue to sell well. 

The additional cost of 
establishing the new web site are 
included, and it is hoped that 
members will find this an 
interesting experience. One of its 
features is the interactive 
registration facility, both for 
meetings with limited capacity, 
and for events seeking member 
volunteers (as at the Heritage 
Exhibition).  

Our surplus for the year will 
underwrite the costs of the 
forthcoming Exhibition and its 
accompanying book, although 
these activities are expected 
eventually to be self-financing 
and to produce a surplus for the 
Society. 

Richard Baxter   
   
 May 2019 

Treasurer’s Report May 2019 Web Site Report 

Date for your Diary: 
The Sevenoaks Town Council sponsored Armed 
Forces Day will this year be held on 29th June. 
The Sevenoaks Society will as usual be “on 
parade” at the Charity Fair in the Vine Gardens 
from 10 am to 4 pm. Do come and visit us and, 
if you can, volunteer to man the stall for an 
hour or so.     
Richard Baxter 01732 460326 
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Minutes of the 66th Annual General Meeting 

The AGM commenced promptly at 7.15 
and was attended by some 65members. 
The President took the chair. Apologies 
were received from:  Victoria Baxter, Nick 
White, David Gamble, Margaret Barnard, 
Bernard Osborn, Peter Bennelick, Mrs 
Horridge, Patrick Pascall, Phyllis Styles, 
Merilyn Canet, Michael Fallon, Mr & Mrs 
Paul Julius, Mrs Eastwood, Angus and 
Julia McLeod, Udo Eppinger, Michael 
Rudd, Christine Toalster, Mike Willsher, 
Peter and Adrienne Rogers. 

The minutes of the 65th AGM (2017) had 
been circulated in the June 2018 
magazine. Approval was proposed by 
David Green, seconded by Richard Baxter, 
and carried nem con. There were no 
matters arising. 

The Chairman’s report had also been 
published in the June 2018 magazine. 
Adoption was proposed by Richard 
Baxter, seconded by Roger Walshe and 
carried nem con. 

The Treasurer’s report was also published 
in the June 2018 magazine. Adoption was 
proposed by David Green, seconded by 
Charles George and carried nem con. 

Before the Election of Officers, the 
President took the opportunity to pay 
tribute to Nick White, who has looked 
after the Walks and been responsible for 
the modernisation of the Walks booklets. 
He will still manage the sales of the Walks 
booklets. At this point the President 
stood down, but was almost immediately 
re-elected, proposed by David Green, 
seconded by Richard Baxter. 

The Vice-Presidents, Rob Harcourt, Eric 
Keys, Maurice Nairne, Mrs Adrienne 
Rogers, Peter Rogers and Bruce Walker 
were also all re-elected, proposed by 

Richard Baxter and seconded by Avril 
Hunter. 

David Green was re-elected Chairman, 
proposed by Sir Michael Harrison and 
seconded by Charles George. 

Charles George was proposed for the 
office of Vice-Chairman by David Green 
and seconded by Tim Pearce, and was 
duly elected. 

Richard Baxter was re-elected Treasurer, 
proposed by Michael Harwood and 
seconded by Mike Hibling. 

Tim Pearce was re-elected Secretary, 
proposed by Charles George and 
seconded by Roger Walshe. 

Michael Hibling was nominated for 
Membership Secretary, proposed by 
David Green, seconded by Nick Umney 
and elected nem con. 

Keith Wade was re-elected as Publicity 
Officer, proposed by Geraldine Tucker 
and seconded by Roger Fitzgerald. 

The further members of the Committee, 
Roger FitzGerald, David Gamble, John 
Stambollouian, Geraldine Tucker, and 
Roger Walshe were proposed by Richard 
Baxter, seconded by Keith Wade and re-
elected nem con 

There being no further business, the 
formal part of the AGM closed at around 
7.35 and was followed by a break for 
refreshments.  

There followed a presentation from 
Andrew Willmore on “The Greensands 
Commons Project”.   
     

Tim Pearce, Secretary 
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The Sevenoaks Society 
For the Conservation and Improvement of the 

Town 

Sixty Seventh Annual General Meeting 
To be held at 

St Luke’s Church Hall 
Eardley Road 

TN13 1XT 
On 9th October 2019 at 7.15pm 

 
Agenda 
 
1. Notice convening the meeting 
2. Apologies for absence 
3. Minutes of the 66th Annual General Meeting 
4. To receive the Executive Committee’s Report 
5. To receive the Statement of Accounts 
6. To elect: President and Vice Presidents 
 Officers and other members of the Committee 
 
Members are reminded that, in accordance with the 
rules, the Officers and Committee members relinquish 
office each year and are eligible for election. Proposals 
for the election of Officers and / or Committee must be 
in the hands of the Chairman at least fourteen days 
before the A.G.M., the consent of such nominees first 
having been obtained. 
The Officers and Society shall consist of President and 
seven Officers comprising the Chairman, Vice Chairman, 
Treasurer, Secretary, Publicity Officer, and Membership 
Secretary. The Executive Committee shall consist of 
these Officers and not more than eight further 
Members. 
 
 

Sixty Seventh Annual General Meeting 
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In my previous report I made mention of 
the fact that many members had either 
not paid a subscription in 2018 or had 
paid an insufficient amount.  I am pleased 
to report that following an appeal the 
majority of these members have now 
paid the correct amount due, which is 
greatly appreciated.  However, sadly, as a 
consequence of this exercise, we found 
that some of our members had passed 
away, moved away from the area or, for a 
variety of reasons, decided that they no 
longer wished to remain a member of the 
Society.  Notwithstanding, at the time of 
writing not only does our membership 
currently stands at a very healthy 691 but 
also, as a result of the most welcome 
response to our appeal and of the 
recruitment of a number of new 
members, the Society's paid-up 
membership has increased significantly 
over the last six months. 

Nevertheless, I would like to take the 
opportunity of reminding Annual 
members that subscriptions are due for 
payment on or before 31st March.  
Unfortunately, the Society is no longer 
able to provide its benefits and services, 
such as this magazine, and our talks and 
our walks, if we do not receive the 

correct subscription from our members.  
Therefore, if you have yet to pay the 
2019 subscription, please could you send 
a cheque to: 

Richard Baxter 

7 The Drive 

Sevenoaks TN13 3AB 

If you pay by Standing Order, please 
could you arrange for the payment date 
to be amended to 31st March and send a 
cheque to Richard Baxter for the 2019 
subscription.  The current Annual 
Membership levels are £12 for Single 
and £18 for Joint. 

Over the last 12 months I have been 
sending email notices of the Society's 
talks and other items of interest to those 
members who have given the Society 
their email address.  If you have not 
received these notices it is because we do 
not have a record of your email address 
and I invite you to send this to me 
(together with a covering note providing 
your consent to the Society retaining 
your personal data in accordance with its 
GDPR Protection Policy) so that I can add 
you to our mailing list for future email 
communications. 

Membership Secretary’s Report, April 2019   Mike Hibling 

 

Finally, the Society is still very keen for new members to join us.  If you know of any-
one who would be interested in the work of the Society and its social events, please 
encourage them to join.   

A spare application form can be found on the next page for you to pass to any possi-
ble candidates. and is also on our website: www.sevenoakssociety.co.uk. Click on the 
bar at the top ’contact us’   

Mike Hibling 

SevSocMembership@outlook.com 
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Name(s) (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Other)  ...........................................................................  

Address  .....................................................................................................................  

 ...................................................................................................................................  

postcode  ............................................  ....... phone ………………………………………………… 

phone  ........................................................................................................................  

email  .........................................................................................................................  

Signed  ..................................................................  date ...........................................  

Once completed, please send this form to: Richard Baxter, 7 The Drive, Sevenoaks TN13 3AB 
Cheques payable to “The Sevenoaks Society”  

To: The Manager .................................................................................................Bank 

Branch .......................................................................................................................  

Sort Code ……………………………….. Account Number  ……………………………………………… 

With effect from 31 March 20.......... and annually thereafter until further notice 
please pay to The Sevenoaks Society - Account number 70725102 at HSBC Bank, 
Sevenoaks Branch, 69 High Street  sort code 40-40-32 

The sum of £……………………………………(…………….............................................pounds) 

Signed  .................................................................. date ...........................................  

For future subscriptions please complete below 

I am a UK tax-payer and wish all my donations to qualify for Gift Aid. (Delete if not applicable)  

Signed  ..................................................................  date ...........................................  

                                                   EITHER  (Please circle as appropriate) 

I / We enclose £12.00 / £18.00  as my /our annual subscription          
OR 

I / We enclose  £ 100 / £135 as my /our subscription for the 20 year Oak Membership 
AND 

I / We consent to the Society retaining my /our personal data in accordance with its 
GDPR Data Protection policy. 
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Sevenoaks Heritage Exhibition  Geraldine Tucker 

19th June to 6th July 2019  
We would like all Society members, 
families and friends to come and enjoy 
this fascinating and informative 
Exhibition during its three week duration 
in the Sevenoaks Library Kaleidoscope 
Gallery. Admission is free. Normal library 
hours apply.  

Consisting of a stunning visual display of 
old and modern photographs plus 
original artwork and other images, some 
30 Exhibition Panels tell the 900 year 
history of the remarkable town of 
Sevenoaks through the medium of its 
heritage buildings, artefacts and iconic 
landmarks such as the Vine cricket 
ground. The Exhibition covers old 
Sevenoaks; the Town’s gradual 
development through the centuries; 
Sevenoaks’ expansion following the 
arrival of the railway; and 20th century 
influences. Featured themes include 
Knole, the Historic Town Centre, the old 
Landed Estates, Farms, former Coaching 
Inns & Public Houses, Industry, Schools, 
Churches, Social Housing, Community 

and Arts & Crafts buildings.   

As the Exhibition is part of the 50th 
Sevenoaks Summer Festival, we expect 
good footfall. We are also putting on two 
special events.  

The National Trust will give a talk on their 
Knole restoration project “Inspired by 
Knole” on the evening of Thursday 20th 
June at 6.45pm. This is a Private 
Exhibition Viewing for Members and their 
guests. Doors open at 6pm. Entry and 
refreshments are free. The Gallery will be 
closed at 7.45pm. Sign up is essential as 
the maximum number for health and 
safety reasons is 60. Further details are 
on the Society website.  

The second event is a talk by Bob Ogley 
on Tuesday 25th June at 4.30pm. As this 
is open to all, a sign-up sheet is now 
available in the Library on a ‘first come 
first served’ basis. Again, for health and 
safety reasons, 60 is the maximum 
number that can be accommodated so 
do please sign up soon. 

 

We are grateful to our 
partners and sponsors 
for their assistance with 
this exhibition, and with 
the accompanying book. 

The front cover features a painting by Roger FitzGerald for 
the Sevenoaks Heritage Exhibition 19th June to 6th July 
2019  and also as the front cover to the accompanying 
book ‘Sevenoaks: a Remarkable Town’ .The book will be on 
sale in the Sevenoaks Library Kaleidoscope Gallery during 
the period of the Heritage Exhibition at a special discount 
price of £10. All proceeds go to the Sevenoaks Society.  
Copies will also be available in the Sevenoaks Bookshop 
and the Bat & Ball station café for £14.95.  
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On 13 February 2019 an exceptionally 
well-attended gathering at St Luke’s Hall 
was treated to a well-informed talk by 
expert local historian and railway 
enthusiast, Ed Thompson, on the history 
of Bat and Ball railway station. Through 
no fault of Ed’s, the talk had been billed 
as a talk on the history of the Bat and Ball 
area, but we all came away better 
informed about the area, which was so 
heavily influenced by the coming of the 
railway which opened at its then 
terminus of Bat and Ball in May 1862, 
with the station buildings, substantially in 
the form they now are, being opened a 
little later. 

Ed spoke to a marvellously varied 
collection of maps, plans, photographs, 
postcards and other railway memorabilia. 
He demonstrated the similarity between 
the Bat and Ball station buildings and 
those at Penge, the latter of which were 
designed by John Taylor, so that the 
logical inference is that both stations 
shared the same architect. By 1868 the 
line had been extended to Sevenoaks 
(Tubs Hill), initially a poor relation of Bat 
and Ball Station, though their rankings 
changed when Sevenoaks (Tubs Hill) 
became linked to a faster line to London  
via Orpington 

He explained to us the layout and 
workings of two curves at Bat and Ball 
station, the northern and southern, 
which enabled a connection to Otford 
station and thence to Maidstone, 
although involving the use of the Bat and 
Ball turntable when the northern curve 
was for a time removed. For a short 
period there was also a direct link from 
Bat and Ball to Shoreham, but later it 
became necessary to travel via Otford. 

The coming of the railway to Bat and Ball 
generated railway-related activities, such 
as the substantial coal yards, which lasted 
until the latter part of the last century; 
and in due course there followed the two 
gasometers, because town gas was 
produced beside the ralway until the 
1960s. Both gasometers have now been 
removed. We were introduced to 
Goldings Brewery where beer was 
brewed from 1903-12, before the site 
became Young’s furniture repository.  

Bat and Ball station took its name from 
the Bat and Ball PH to the east of the 
Dartford Road; and the coming of the 
railway led to the opening of the Railway 
Hotel to the west (now the Sainsbury’s 
Local). Ed attributed the sizeable villas 
which went up nearby to the prosperity 
brought by the railway, before the shift 
towards Sevenoaks (Tubs Hill), still so-
called in a plan of 1935. 

We enjoyed photographs of two royal 
visits to Bat and Ball station, that of the 
Prince of Wales in June 1866, and that of 
Queen Victoria, newly emerged from her 
mourning for the Prince Consort, in 
November 1867. Knole was the 
destination of both visits, and on the 
latter occasion, the royal train broke 
down and suffered the indignity of being 
pulled by a goods train. 

We learned of the joint working 
relationship that had developed by 1899 
between the South East Railway 
Company (which had built the railway to 
Bat and Ball) and the Chatham Railway 
which was responsible for the connection 
to Maidstone and beyond; the 
consolidation in 1920 into Southern 
railway and then (after World War 2) the 

The History of Bat and Ball Railway Station  talk by Ed Thompson 

Talks 
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coming into being of the single, 
nationalised British Railway. 
Electrification had come in 1935, though 
not till four years later on the line to 
Maidstone. 

In his conclusion Ed reminded us of the 
Town Council’s recently completed 
restoration of the Bat and Ball station, 

though he appeared to regret that some 
of the rooms no longer reflected their 
original usage, and the paint colours had 
changed. 
Ed kept the attention of his audience for 
well over an hour – a masterful 
performance.  

Charles George 

Art Deco: Domestic Architecture Between the Wars 
Talk by Elain Harwood of the Twentieth Century Society on 27 March 2019 

Elain Harwood is a recognised authority 
on modern architecture, and between 
1996 and 2004 she was responsible for 
much of English Heritage’s research and 
recommendations on listing buildings for 
the post-war period. 

It was therefore quite a coup when she 
agreed to come and talk to the Society on 
‘Art Deco: Domestic Architecture 
between the Wars’ and, on Wednesday 
27 March, a full hall was treated to her 
boundless enthusiasm and engaging 
delivery. 

Elain – having parked the bicycle on 
which she arrived, and gathered her 
breath – first told us that the expression 
Art Deco was coined in the 1960s, to 
describe retrospectively the new style 
modern of architecture, interior design, 
furniture, glass and jewellery which had 
been first exhibited at the Exposition 
internationale des arts décoratifs et 
industriels modernes, in Paris, in 1925. 

After placing the movement in context, 
Elain then focused on the Hoover 
Building, listed Grade II*, which fronts 
onto Western Avenue, - and is therefore 
designed to be viewed at 60 mph.  The 
sunburst pattern above the central 

entrance is an iconic symbol, but more 
important was the emergence of the 
factory as the focus of workers’ life in 
suburbia, its role strengthened through 
its canteen and social facilities. 

Elain’s expertise in cinemas and theatres 
was then readily apparent, before we 
were whisked from Brighton to Vienna to 
Chicago, looking at examples of stage 
sets, concert halls, tower blocks and the 
influence of Aztec designs. 

We then viewed another West London 
creation by Wallis, Gilbert and Partners : 
the Firestone Tyre Factory on the Great 
West Road.  Opened in 1928, the factory 
closed in 1980 and was controversially 
demolished over the August Bank Holiday 
weekend, before it could be listed.  This 
was an early test case for the Twentieth 
Centry Society, highlighting the need to 
protect our most significant 20th century 
modern buildings. 

From great horizontal architecture we 
then turned to look at the vertical : the 
soaring Chrysler Building in New York, 
briefly the tallest building in the world.  In 
common with so many New York towers, 
the building form has a stepped profile, 
allowing flamboyant winged gargoyles 
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At the end of November, we were 
pleased to welcome Stevie Rice of the 
Kent Wildlife Trust who would tell us 
about the work of the Trust and the 
future plans for the Sevenoaks Wildlife 
Reserve. 

Stevie began the talk by informing us that 
the Kent Wildlife Trust is the leading 
wildlife organisation in the country.   It 
works with members, volunteers and 
supporters and, as one of its principal 
aims, seeks to teach people about the 
value of nature which is facing 
considerable challenges in the face of 
human intervention.  As an example of 
these challenges Stevie identified the 
following startling statistics of how once-
common fauna numbers in the UK have 
reduced since the 1950s 

The Hedgehog population has reduced 
to 1m from 36m 

Turtle dove numbers are down 96% 

Butterfly numbers are down 72% 

Toads and skylark numbers are down    
   67% 

We are over-using our natural resources 
which, in time, will lead to a biodiversity 
crisis. There is firm evidence that the 
state of nature impacts our health and 
the Trust is seeking to get this message 
across to people on the street by selling it 
in a number of new ways. 

Stevie explained that whilst humans are 
an integral part of nature our position 
within nature has moved very quickly in a 
relatively short period of time from 

derived from automobile design to ease 
the transitions in shape.  The spire is 
particularly spectacular, with overlapping 
curvaceous metal plates making a clever 
transition from the square office plan 
form to a slender soaring peak.  Who said 
modern buildings are dull ? 

So Elain continued, using more factories, 
hotels, cinemas and shops to showcase 
examples of Egyptian decoration, exotic 
materials –  ‘silver leaf by the yard’, and 
unexpected observations ‘wonderful 
gentlemen’s urinals’.  A local favourite, 
Eltham Palace, was followed by a 
Masonic Hotel on the other side of the 
globe, in Napier, in New Zealand, 

demonstrating that Art Deco had quickly 
become internationally popular. 

Elain’s talk concluded with her 
observation that the style had a second 
life, through post-modernism.  The work 
of Sir Terry Farrell was used to illustrate 
this (MI6 building, TV am and Charing 
Cross Station).  Whilst conceptually these 
contemporary examples hold their own 
against the 1930s originals, the execution 
in detail, the quality of workmanship and 
detail do not.  Whilst in so many respects 
we have progressed, when it comes to 
craftsmanship in buildings sadly we have 
regressed. 

Roger FitzGerald, RIBA 
29 April 2019 

Future plans for Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve—Wilder Wellbeing 

talk  by Stevie Rice, Kent Wildlife Trust 
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hunter-gatherers 100,000 years ago.  
Since then we turned to agriculture some 
10,000 years ago, followed by the 
formation of the first cities 4,000 years 
ago, leading up to the commencement of 
the Industrial Revolution a mere 300 
years ago and culminating in the Digital 
Revolution over the last 25 years.  Simply 
put, we have outpaced nature. 

Nowadays we are more subject to stress 
and to feeling overwhelmed than we 
were in the past.  The world that we 
have created and live in has developed 
faster than we have.  For example, in 
today's world we are subject to noise 
arising from various new sources such as 
traffic, the workplace, our homes and 
aircraft, all of which can cause stress to 
greater or lesser extent, even if it may 
appear indiscernible. 

We learned that, in a project conducted 
by Brighton & Sussex Medical School and 
the Arts Society, it was found that 
mentally disabled people could react 
adversely to music whereas natural 
sounds would have a calming effect.  It 
was found that there was a correlation 
between natural sounds and a feeling of 
relaxation.  Natural sounds such as 
water, wind and running water, 
positively affected the subjects' flight or 
fly brain responses.  Additionally, it was 
found that people who walked regularly 
in forests would typically have lower 
heart rates, enjoy better moods, have 
improved thought processes and 
experience less stress.   

Creativity tests have demonstrated that 
nature increases creativity in the subjects 
by 50% on average compared to the 
control team. 

From these investigations it has become 

clear that nature helps to reduce stress 
and improve our lives by improving 
kindness, generosity and social 
connection. 

Stevie informed us that Wildlife Trusts 
are helping people to engage with and 
value nature in a variety of ways whilst, 
at the same time, explaining why the 
environment is important to humans.  
We are all part of an ecosystem that we 
can influence and change positively by: 

Being active e.g. Conservation and 
volunteering 

Continuing to learn 

Giving e.g. Money, wisdom and 
time 

Connectivity with others 

Care for the planet 

Taking notice - mindfulness, 
curiosity, reflecting on our 
experiences and awareness of our 
surroundings 

Stevie went on to identify some of 
benefits gained by the NHS through 
"Social Prescribing" of activities with a 
close interaction with nature such as: 

Gardening 

Walking guides 

Livestock checking 

Ecology monitoring 

Conservation 

The talk then moved on to the current 
activities of the Sevenoaks Wildlife 
Reserve – a 75 hectare, species-rich SSI 
with a large breeding bird population - 
and its future plans. 

A principal aim of the Trust is that human 
health and the environment need to be 
treated as a conjoined effort.  As a 
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Sevenoaks Local Plan   John Stambollouian  

The Society commented at length on the 
draft Local Plan when it was published for 
consultation last summer and we were 
pleasantly surprised by the extent to 
which our comments were reflected in 
the proposed submission version of the 
plan which was published in December. 
The one area which gave us continuing 
cause for concern and formed the basis 
of our representation on the submission 
version of the Plan was the question of 
provision of adequate infrastructure to 
support development. 

We particularly welcomed the revised 
proposals and priorities in the submission 
plan for Sevenoaks Urban Area. Specific 
mention is now made of redevelopment 
of vacant sites in the town centre, 
thereby giving the Council more leverage 
to address longstanding vacancies at the 
Farmers and Edwards Electrical. The plan 
now acknowledges opportunities for high 
density housing and community use in 
the town centre, given the uncertain 

future of high street retailing. And it 
includes explicit support for the 
preparation of traffic and transport 
studies. We also warmly welcomed the 
concrete proposals for a design review 
panel to look at major planning 
applications, which we have been 
advocating for some considerable time. 

SEVENOAKS QUARRY AND THE A25 

Our major concern was in relation to 
transport infrastructure, particularly in 
terms of access to the proposed 
Sevenoaks Quarry development.  In 
addition to that site, there are 5 or 6 
other proposed sites in the vicinity 
(including Cramptons Road Water Works; 
Sevenoaks Gasholders, Sevenoaks 
Community Centre, the Hospital, and the 
Town Council offices) which together 
amount to somewhere in the region of an 
additional 400 dwellings. These are all 
sites to which traffic will gain access 
either directly or indirectly along the A25 
and through the Bat and Ball junction. In 

consequence, the Nature and Welfare 
Centre at the Sevenoaks Visitor Centre is 
being redeveloped in order to provide 
improved benefits for nature, wildlife and 
people. 

The aim is for the new centre to be 
sustainable - environmentally as well as 
financially - and for it to resonate with 
the local environment. On-site 
improvements, including extended walks, 
are planned which, it is hoped, will create 
an increased draw to the Reserve.  
Fundraising activities, based on a target 

of £2m are due to start soon and will 
involve a number of fundraising streams. 

Stevie was warmly thanked by the 
Chairman for her fascinating and 
insightful presentation and the Society's 
good wishes were extended for the 
success of this very worthy project. 

28 November 2018 

Mike Hibling 
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addition there will be further trips 
generated from the Borough Green 
Gardens site in neighbouring Tonbridge 
and Malling. So the implications for the 
A25 and for the notoriously busy Bat and 
Ball junction are considerable. These 
matters are not addressed in the Plan, 
despite the fact that they look to require 
major strategic level infrastructure 
investment. 

ACCESS TO KNOLE HOUSE AND THE 
WILDERNESSE CAMPUS 

Two recent major developments are 
already having a significant impact on 
traffic congestion in the town which is 
likely to worsen over time.  

The National Trust’s restoration project 
at Knole House has substantially 
increased visitor numbers without any 
improvements having been made to 
access arrangements. As a result at peak 
visitor times traffic congestion extends 
over the wide area of the town as 
vehicles queue to enter and exit the site 
through the one unsatisfactory access at 
the narrowest part of the High Street.  

The development of an educational 
campus at Wildernesse is welcome, but 
the plans have been taken forward 
without sufficient consideration having 
been given to the impact on traffic 
congestion. Proposals for further 
expansion have recently been approved 
which will increase the number of pupils 
on site when those plans are fully 
implemented in 2023/4 by 200% on 
those on site in the past year. There are 
already problems of congestion during 
the peak hour in the vicinity of the 
campus and these will spread over a 
wider area and worsen. 

Wider concerns about transport, schools 
and health facilities 

More generally we are concerned by the 
pressure which infrastructure in 
Sevenoaks is under and the cumulative 
impact on infrastructure of the 
developments proposed.  

Wholesale increases in traffic flows from 
additional housing will worsen 
congestion and delays suffered on the 
highway network through Sevenoaks. 
There is a need to ensure that the Plan 
includes appropriate sustainable travel 
measures to encourage people out of 
their cars, and where necessary, 
appropriate mitigation to improve the 
capacity of the highway network to limit 
impacts on all road users. 

But infrastructure concerns are not 
limited to transport. Primary schools and 
local health centres are already under 
severe pressure of numbers. The Plan 
does not acknowledge or address the 
added pressure on these community 
facilities which will result from the 
additional housing proposed. 

NEXT STEPS 

The Plan is due to be submitted to the 
Secretary of State in April. The lead time 
for examination in public is around 5-6 
months, so we can expect this to take 
place in the late autumn. The Society 
believes that before the Local Plan is 
approved the District Council should be 
asked, in collaboration with the County 
Council and other statutory agencies, to 
do more work on infrastructure and to 
bring forward a strategy and properly 
costed programme which will support the 
Plan. 
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Walks Calendar   June 2019 – January 2020  

The walks programme will continue in the afternoons of the last Sunday in each month.  

All walks start promptly at 14:00 unless otherwise indicated.  

The programme of walks is posted on the Sevenoaks Society’s website and reminders 
are sent out a week ahead to those on the walks email list. If you are not on this list 
already but would like to receive walks reminders or if you would like to request or 
lead a particular walk please contact us (details below). Well-behaved dogs and 
children are welcome on the walks. Copies of the walks booklets can be obtained from 
a variety of outlets, including the Sevenoaks Bookshop, and are available at Sevenoaks 
Society meetings. 

Nick and Lydia Umney   nick@umney.co.uk  lydia@umney.co.uk t:07966 037659 

Sunday 30 June 2019                   (Walk 21) 

The walk starts from the eastern end of 
Leigh village green near the junction of 
Powder Mills Lane with the 
Hildenborough Road (B2027) opposite 
the church (map reference TQ549465). 
Meet in time for a 14:00 start. The walk, 
from Leigh to Penshurst and Penshurst 
Park is 5 miles in length and is easy but 
rewarding with fine views over The 
Weald. 
Leigh village green is a good spot for a 
picnic and the Fleur de Lis pub is nearby. 
Parking is available at various points 
around the green.   
 
 

28th April 2019  
Sunday 28 July 2019                    (Walk 29) 

Meet at entrance to car park at Otford 
Memorial Hall, TN14 5PQ in time for a 
14:00 start. The walk runs alongside the 
River Darent and across fields before 
ascending to the Shoreham Terrace 
where we may be rewarded with views of 
lavender fields below. The walk returns 
back into Shoreham along the river and 
past the church before crossing the A225 
to climb the other side of the valley with 
further magnificent views and thence 
back to Otford. The walk is 5.5 miles in 
length and hilly. 
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Sunday 27th October 2019 (Walk 58) 
Velma Keys will lead this walk.  

Meet in time for a 14:00 start at the 
entrance gate to Shipbourne Churchyard 
adjacent to the A227 (TN11 9PE OS map 
reference 591522).  The walk proceeds 
from Shipbourne to West Green Farm via 
Twelve Acre Plantation  and then through 
to Coldharbour in Hildenborough.  We 
return via Cataract Cottage and back to 
West Green Farm.  It is fairly flat walking 
mainly open country but also a bit of 
woodland and some almost road-like 
walking near Cataract Cottage. The walk 
is 5 miles in length. It may be muddy in 
parts. 
 
Sunday 24th November2019 (Walk 65) 

Meet at Smiths Lane, Crockham Hill (TN8 
6RG, OS map reference TQ 442506) in 
time for a 14:00 start. The walk, which is 
6 miles in length with some gentle hills, 
heads south west via Old Dairy Farm to 
Troy Town, then north west to Bachelors 
Farm and Gullivers before returning, 
north, then east, via  Moat Farm and 
Trevereux to Crockham Hill. 

There is no walk in December  

 

Sunday 26th January 2020 (Walk 60) 

We continue to explore Volume 6 of 
The Sevenoaks Society’s walks with walk 
number 60  starting  from The Kentish 
Rifleman at Dunk’s Green (TN11 9RU, 
OS map reference TQ612526) at 14:00. 
The walk, which is five miles in length, 
with some gentle hills, heads initially 
north then east to Peckham Hurst 
before turning briefly south and then 
west to follow the Greensand Way back 
to Dunk’s Green.   

Walks Calendar   cont’d  

Sunday  25 August 2019 (Walk 62) 
 
This is a new walk recently introduced by 
Nick White and forms part of Volume 6 
of the Society’s Walks published in 2018. 
Velma Keys will lead this walk. 
Meet at the entrance to West Peckham 
at the junction of Mereworth Road, 
Church Road and Forge Lane in time for a 
prompt 14:00 start. The walk heads 
North West on Stan Lane to Bo-peep 
Shaw then to Yotes Court, Wold's End 
Wood, Swanton Valley, and Hurstwood 
before returning via Rat's Castle and 
Gover Hill to Oxenhoath, Court Lodge 
Farm and West Peckham. The walk is 5 
miles in length and is moderately hilly. 

Sunday 29th September 2019 (Walk 64) 
 
Another recently published walk 
starting at 14:00 from the Bell at 
Golden Green, TN11 0BD (OS map 
reference TQ639483) proceeding along 
the River Bourne to Pierce Mill and 
thence via lanes and field paths to East 
Peckham, before returning along the 
banks of the River Medway to East Lock 
and Golden Green. The walk is 6.25 
miles in length and flat. 

27th March 2019 
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Posting a Diplomatic Bag     Jane Burner 

Jane was telling me about this charity, set 
up by her and her husband Alan when 
they were posted to Senegal. I was 
intrigued by the book she’s written about 
her life as a diplomatic wife, from which 
the charity continues to benefit. 

The edition sold out and now the book is 
available online only - Amazon Kindle, 
Apple’s I-Bookstore, Kobo and Google 
Play. Just Google “Posting A Diplomatic 
Bag by Jane Burner”. If you enjoy it and 
would like to make a donation to  AFEE,  
please send it to the Sevenoaks Society 
where, if you are registered with us for 
GiftAid, we can add 25% to your donation 
and then send it on to AFEE. Just post a 

cheque to the society c/o Richard Baxter, 
Treasurer or make a bank transfer to our 
account at HSBC – sort code 40 40 32, 
account number 70725102 marking your 
name/AFEE as the reference. 

 Jane Burner says “We add to this 5% of 
our B&B takings and other donations 
which are often made by our B&B guests - 
we have a small note in our bedrooms 
and a collecting box. Additionally, 
Alan raises larger sums for AFEE by 
approaching Charities (e.g. John 
Humphrys’ Kitchen Table Charities Trust) 
and other trusts and Foundations. “ 

VGB 

Early last year I wrote a book 
about our 35 years in the 
Diplomatic Service.  The book 
tells of the funny and not so 
funny adventures we had in 
countries from communist 
Bulgaria to West Africa and 
places in-between .  It is a very 
personal story with experiences and 
opinions peculiar to me.  Some may be 
shared with other diplomatic wives and 
some may not.   Either way it was a joy to 
write and I hope it might be read with 
pleasure and amusement by anyone kind 
enough to buy it. 

I gave all the proceeds of the 
sale of the book to a charity 
we continue to support in 
Senegal, AFEE (Association 
Femme-Enfant-
Environment)  The costs of 
printing and publishing I met 
myself.  I sold all the hard 

copies, but it can be bought on-line from 
Amazon Kindle, Apple’s I-Bookstore, Kobo 
and GogglePlay.  At the moment the 
charity, which Alan visited this January in 
Senegal, is occupied in the building of 
latrines in some of the remoter villages. 

Nick White’s seventh volume of walks is now available.  
He says 
“Over the past seven years I have walked out 77 routes, 
most of them several times over. This is likely to be the 
final volume, but I can honestly say that I have left some of 
the best till last. “ 
The seven Volumes cover some 400 miles of stunning 
countryside around Sevenoaks. All volumes are available at 
the Sevenoaks Bookshop, or at Sevenoaks Society 
meetings. 
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Musing on Retirement 1999—2019    Tim Pearce 

I  retired as a Head of English in 1982, 
and as a Head of Drama in 1985, 

though went on teaching English and 
producing plays. I retired as a 
Housemaster in 1995 but continued to 
live in the building which the House 
occupied as Resident Tutor. I retired as 
full-time teacher in 1999 and part-time in 
2001. I retired as Alumni Secretary in 
2006. I had a couple of years of full 
retirement after I moved back from 
Cheltenham to Sevenoaks in 2007, during 
which I caught up on much of the reading 
I had never done, while restricted by 
Exam Syllabuses, especially Thackeray 
and Meredith, now both somewhat 
undervalued, and Balzac, Zola and Proust 
in translation.  

 
In 2009, I joined the Committee of the 
Sevenoaks Society and became Vice-
Chairman soon after that when David 
Gamble became Chair. I began talks on 
Sevenoaks in 2012 and started my poetry 
talks at St Luke’s in that year. I retired as 
Vice-Chair in 2016 when David Gamble 
retired, and became Secretary, a post 
which he and I had covered jointly since 
2009. I shall be retiring from that post in 
October this year, as the pressures of 
time began to take hold. Since 1962, I 
have never retired as an occasional 
lecturer and propose to continue with 
that, as well as occasional editing of 
magazines, which I have done since 
around 1964. I can recommend 
employment in retirement, whether paid 
or not, but have reached the point which 
Yeats reached in his seventies and must 
concentrate on ‘making my soul’, but 
unlike him, I shall not ‘cast a cold eye on 
Life’. My life so far has predominantly 
great fun for which I thank my 
grandparents, my parents and the Lord. 
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Wed May 22nd         

from 7.30 Talk by Jenny Bates of Friends of the 
Earth “Local Air Pollution – Problems & Possible 
Solutions” 8pm St Lukes Hall  

Wed June 19th 

Sevenoaks Heritage Exhibition opens in 

Kaleidoscope, Sevenoaks Library. Closes 6
th

 

July. 

Thurs June 20th        

from 6.00 Private View of Sevenoaks Heritage 
Exhibition for members and guests. 6.45 Talk on 
Knole Restoration Project. Sign-up is essential: 
details on website. Kaleidoscope, Sevenoaks 
Library.  

Wed June 25th   

4.30 Talk by Bob Ogley at the Sevenoaks 
Heritage Exhibition, Kaleidoscope, Sevenoaks 
Library.   Sign up in advance at the Library  

Saturday June 29th  

10-4 Sevenoaks Summer Festival: Society Stand 
in the Vine Gardens  

Wed July 17th 

7.30 pm Executive Committee meeting in the 
Wreford Room, Kippington Centre 

Wed September 4th 

7.30 pm Executive Committee meeting,              
in the Wreford Room, Kippington C hurch 

Wed September 11th 

7.30 Talk by Natalie Cohen and Frances 
Parton of the National Trust on ‘Archaeology 
at Knole’ St Lukes Hall 

Wed October 9th 

7.15 Annual General Meeting.  

8.00 Presentation by Geraldine Tucker on    
the Heritage Exhibition and book.  

St Luke’s Church Hall 

Wed November 13th 

Talk by Matt Ball on “After the Armistice”, 
8.00 p.m. St Luke’s Hall 

Wed November 27th 

7.30 pm Executive Committee meeting,             
in the Wreford Room, Kippington Centre 

Wed JANUARY 29th 

7.30pm Executive Committee meeting  

Wed FEBRUARY 13th 

8pm Talk by Jonathan Fenner “New Ash Green 
and Surrounding Area”  St Luke’s Church Hall 

The Historical Society continues to offer half price annual membership to members of Sevenoaks 
Society. Annual membership is £10 (£5 for SevSoc members). Non-members are welcome at £3 
per meeting. Meetings are held in St Nicholas Church undercroft, starting at 8pm.  

Thursday 23 May    
Non-European Soldiers in the First World War   
John Siblon  
 

Thursday 27 June  
The Lubbocks of Kent  Lord Avebury  
 

Thursday 25 July    
“Ightham Mote”  Philip Stott 

 

Thursday 26 Sept   
Jack Cade & the Battle of Solefields  
Dr Gill Draper  

Thursday 25 Oct     
Annual Gardiner  Lecture  Prof John Beckett  
 

Thursday 28 Nov    
William the Conqueror in Perspective   
Prof. David Bates  
 

Sevenoaks Society Calendar  2019 
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