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Chairman’s Report    David Green 

 MEMBERSHIP 

 

As I said in my report in the Summer 

edition of the Magazine, the steps taken 

by the Society to comply with the General 

Data Protection Regulations mean that 

we now have an accurate and up-to-date 

database of our membership. Nick 

Umney spent much time and effort in 

designing the programme and once again 

I thank him on behalf of the Society for 

what he has done. Although he stepped 

down from the Committee at the AGM, 

he has offered to assist whenever 

problems over the database arise, and we 

are very grateful to him for this. 

 

Our new Membership secretary, Mike 

Hibling, has really got to grips with all 

aspects of the membership and for that 

we are most grateful. His report appears 

elsewhere in this magazine and makes 

very interesting reading. One point, in 

particular, is of concern; a number of our 

members who pay their subscription by 

standing order have not instructed their 

bank to increase the amount payable for 

this year to the increased sum of £12 for 

an individual or £18 for a couple. Should 

you be one of those members could I ask 

you to make the necessary change as a 

matter of urgency. 

 

TOWNSCAPE AND PLANNING GROUP 

 

A full report on the activities of the TPG 

appears elsewhere in this magazine. I 

would wish Members to know that John 

Stambollouian and several of the Group 

spent many hours studying the Draft 

Local Plan and preparing the Society’s 

comments on it. Such feedback as has 

been received from the District Council 

and some of the Councillors has been 

very complimentary. We are very grateful 

to John and his colleagues for their 

efforts, and now await the final draft of 

the Plan when it is submitted to the 

public for comment later in the year. 

 

Heritage Buildings Exhibition 

 

Work on the Exhibition under the 

leadership of Geraldine Tucker is 

proceeding well, as appears from her 

report elsewhere in the Magazine. It 

promises to be one of the most significant 

events in the lifetime of the Society, and I 

for one am delighted that it has been 

possible for it to be held in the 

Kaleidoscope Gallery at Sevenoaks Library 

and that it will be part of the 2019 

Sevenoaks Summer Festival. Much help 

will be needed during the period of the 

Exhibition, so I would ask everyone to put 

the dates in their diary and to offer to 

help when the time comes. 

 

WEBSITE 

 

Those of you who visit the Society’s 

website may have noticed changes to it in 

recent weeks. This is because Richard 

Baxter, our Hon. Treasurer, has taken 

over responsibility for it and there is a 

new Webmaster. It is intended that the 

site be kept fully up to date about the 

Society’s activities and be more “user 

friendly”. I do urge all members with 

access to the internet to visit the site on a 
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regular basis. I believe you will find it 

rewarding if you do. Also if anyone has 

matters they think may be of interest to 

the membership could they please 

contact Richard who will be pleased to 

hear from them; so that such items can 

either be put on the Website or included 

in a future issue of the Magazine. 

 

Whilst on “matters technological”, I 

should also like to make a plea for any 

member with knowledge of the workings 

of Facebook, Twitter and other elements 

of social media to help our Publicity 

Officer, Keith Wade, with making the 

existence of the Society and its activities 

more widely known. As he says, publicity 

is about so much more than simply 

getting into the Sevenoaks Chronicle and 

he lacks the expertise to make use of 

social media for our purposes. 

 

SEVENOAKS SUMMER CHARITY FAYRE 

 

As envisaged in my report in the Summer 

issue, the Fayre this year was held in the 

Vine Gardens. It was a great success as 

far as we were concerned; the weather 

was sunny and warm and we were able 

to sell a number of the Lodges Book and 

our walk books as well as recruit a few 

members and advertise our existence. 

We have booked to take part again next 

year 

 

MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS 

 

We have been invited by the National 

Trust to attend a meeting to consider 

ways of improving vehicular access to 

Knole House and the Park, and by 

Southern Water to a meeting to hear 

about their proposals to lay a new water 

main through Sevenoaks to protect 

residents against low, or no, water 

pressure as the area expands. I think it is 

of some significance that the Society is 

considered to be of a standing worthy to 

be invited to participate in such meetings. 

 

Finally, I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank all the Officers of 

the Society and other members of its 

Executive Committee for all their work on 

behalf of the Society. We are fortunate to 

have their time and considerable 

expertise available to support the Society 

in its work. Having said that we would 

welcome some “new blood” onto the 

Committee, so if any member would be 

interested in becoming involved in that 

way I or Tim Pearce, our Hon. Secretary, 

would be delighted to hear from you. 

Knowledge of planning and planning law 

is not necessary, but a wish to see the 

Town of Sevenoaks continue to be an 

environmentally place in which to live 

and/or work would be desirable. 
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From our new Membership Secretary  

Having now settled into the role of 
Membership Secretary, it has become 
very clear to me that a huge amount of 
work has gone into creating the new 
Membership Database, for which great 
credit must go to Nick Umney and Tim 
Pearce.  In particular, I would like to 
record my personal thanks to Nick 
Umney, who has spent many hours 
patiently explaining to me the intricacies 
of the database and how to use it - 
although I still have much to learn.   
The membership list is continuing to grow 
and currently stands at 742, which is very 
pleasing. 

 
A less pleasing fact is that a number of 
our members have either not paid their 
subscription for 2018, or have paid an 
insufficient amount!  If you are among 
this number, and have just forgotten to 
send us your subscription or update your 
Standing Order, please send the shortfall 
to The HonTreasurer 

Richard Baxter 
7 The Drive  
Sevenoaks TN13 3AB 

 

Additionally, if you pay by Standing 
Order, please update it to the correct 
amount.   

The current subscription levels are: 
Annual Single      £12 
Annual Joint        £18 
Single Oak   £100 
Joint Oak            £135 
 
It may be that a “non-payer” no longer 
wishes to be a member of the Society, in 
which case please let me know so that we 
can amend our database accordingly.  
The Society is unable to provide its 

benefits and services, such as this 
magazine, our talks and our walks, if we 
do not receive the correct subscriptions 
from our members.  Therefore, with 
regret, we will no longer be able to issue 
the magazine or notices to those Annual 
members who have not paid their 2019 
subscriptions (due on or before 31st 
March 2019) by the end of April. 
We are still very keen to attract new 
members, so if you know anyone who 
would be interested in the work of the 
Society, and its social events, please 
encourage them to join.  

A spare Application Form is included in 
the back of this magazine for you to pass 
on to any likely candidates. 

 
The Society also has a large number of 
Life Members who have previously made 
generous payments, some many years 
ago.  If you would like to make a further 
donation, please send this to Richard 
Baxter, stating your confirmation that you 
are a UK tax payer (if appropriate) and 
that you wish your donation to qualify for 
Gift Aid.  I can assure you that it will be 
most gratefully received! 

 
Finally, if you have yet to confirm your 
agreement for the Society to keep and 
maintain your personal data in 
accordance with the GDPR Regulations, 
please complete the relevant sections of 
the Application Form on page 21 of this 
magazine and send it to me. 

Mike Hibling 

SevSocMembership@outlook.com  
 
 

mailto:SevSocMembership@outlook.com
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The Conservation Council, consisting of 
four constituent bodies (the District and 
Town Councils, the Sevenoaks and 
District Chamber of Commerce, and the 
Sevenoaks Society – each appointing up 
to four members), with a chairman 
nominated by the Society, held its first 
meeting in 1976. Its role as defined in its 
constitution was “to promote and 
stimulate interest in the conservation and 
enhancement of the character and 
appearance of the town of Sevenoaks 
and its immediately surrounding area and 
to comment on significant proposals 
which affect its character”, particular 
mention being made of “the 
encouragement of high standards of 
design in architecture, landscape and 
town planning”, and “to assist the 
Sevenoaks District Council in the 
development and policies and 
publications relating in particular to 
conservation and design matters”. It has 
met quarterly over the past forty-two 
years. 

The Conservation Council’s agreed 
priorities for the year 2017/2018 were to 
(1) prepare a definitive list of Baillie-Scott 
and Thomas Jackson buildings in 
Sevenoaks Town Centre; (2) to pursue 
with the National Trust the question of 
improving access and the location of car-
parking; (3) to review the boundaries of 
existing conservation areas in the Town 
Centre and whether any extensions 
should be recommended to the District 
Council;  and (4) to review approaches to 
the extension of listed buildings. By July 
2018 work on (1) had been completed; in 
relation to (2) a meeting with the 
National Trust had been agreed; in 
relation to (3) work had just commenced 
on a possible extension to the Vine 

Conservation Area; and materials had 
been assembled relating to (4). 

However, at the Conservation Council’s 
167th meeting, on 7 August 2018, the 
Chamber of Commerce, having given the 
required prior notice, through its 
appointed members proposed the 
winding-up of the Conservation Council, 
on the basis that the Conservation 
Council was “not relevant to the 
members of the Sevenoaks & District 
Chamber of Commerce” and “the 
conservation of the town is adequately 
covered by the constitution and work of 
the Sevenoaks Society…and the town 
does not require two bodies with almost 
identical objects”. The resolution (which 
only needed a simple majority of those 
voting) was passed by 10:5, with the 
support of the majority of the appointed 
representatives of the District and Town 
Councils (including the former’s Portfolio 
Holder for Planning), being opposed only 
by the four appointed members of the 
Sevenoaks Society, together with one of 
the appointed members of the Town 
Council, Pam Walshe.  One of the 
appointed members of the District 
Council, Elizabeth Purves, was unable to 
attend (and vote), but had indicated her 
opposition to the proposal. 

Thus it now falls to the Sevenoaks Society 
(whose objects have some similarities 
with, but are considerably wider than, 
those of the Conservation Council) to 
take up the baton thrown away by the 
majority decision to wind it up. 

Charles George 

Formerly Chair of the Sevenoaks 
Conservation Council  

The Strange Death of the Sevenoaks Conservation Council 
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Townscape and Planning Group           John Stambollouian 

We reported in the summer that there 

had been an application by the National 

Trust to improve the layout and surfacing 

of the existing car park at Knole House. 

That application was granted and as many 

readers will have noticed, the work is now 

underway. Whilst the TPG welcomed the 

proposals we expressed concerns about 

the problems of traffic congestion which 

increasing visitor numbers to Knole are 

creating for the Upper High Street and, at 

peak times, for a wider area.  

 

The Sevenoaks Conservation Council had 

similar concerns and wrote on this 

subject to the Director General of the 

National Trust. She suggested a meeting 

to discuss the matter with the Trust’s 

Director of Operations and the General 

Manager at Knole. By that stage the 

Conservation Council had been wound up 

and its responsibilities for conservation 

had passed to the Sevenoaks Society (see 

article in this issue). As a result, the 

Society met with the National Trust 

representatives in November and we are 

closely involved with others in trying to 

find a way forward to resolve these 

difficult issues. 

We also reported in the summer that an 

application had been made to create a 

temporary car park for a three year 

period on the former Edwards Electrical 

site. We objected to the application on 

the grounds of traffic congestion at the 

junction close to the site entrance; that it 

was already in an air quality management 

area and the proposals would cause 

further deterioration in air quality; and 

because it would prolong the delay in 

getting this important town centre site 

into a suitable long term use. SDC agreed 

with us in refusing the application on the 

grounds of its potential impact on the 

amenity of neighbouring residential 

properties but also because they judged 

there to be no proven need for this 

additional parking.  

A planning application was made in May 

for a proposed two form entry expansion 

of the Trinity School. As well as the 

internal reconfiguration of the existing 

school building and two extensions to the 

existing building, this would involve a new 

dedicated child drop-off/pick-up bus 

layby accessed off the Seal Road/A25. The 

application was made to Kent County 

Council who are also the highway and 

education authority. 
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The Society is not opposed to the 

proposed expansion of Trinity School if 

this is justified by rising pupil numbers. 

Indeed, if the local plan targets for 

growth in numbers of households are 

realised then there may well need to be 

provision for even more school places 

within the area. Our main concern is that 

the transport implications of this 

expansion need to be anticipated and 

managed effectively. 

At the time the application was made 

Trinity School had a roll of 660 pupils 

which has permission to rise to 790 when 

the school reaches capacity under its 

existing plan. The proposals put forward 

in the planning application would result 

in an increase in pupil numbers of a 

further 350 by 2023/4 by which time the 

school roll would be 1,140. Weald of Kent 

Grammar School had a roll of 120 pupils 

with permission to rise to 1,260. After the 

proposals are implemented and both 

schools are at capacity in 2023/4 the total 

number of pupils on the campus would 

number 2,400 whereas the number on 

site in the last academic year was 780 ie 

just less than one third. Those who pass 

by the Wildernesse campus in the 

morning or evening peak will recognise 

the potential implications for congestion 

of such a substantial increase in pupil 

numbers. 

The proposals to ensure separate bus 

access to the campus from the A25 are 

welcome provided they can be 

implemented in such a way as does not 

simply transfer the traffic congestion 

caused by bus turning movements from 

Seal Hollow Road to the A25. But we 

believe that the arrangements for car 

access to the site are not sustainable. We 

argued that there should be a condition 

attaching to any grant of planning 

permission, requiring the preparation of a 

school travel policy that restricts vehicle 

arrivals at the school, to drop off and pick 

up pupils, to all but essential trips, 

perhaps backed by minibus transfers 

from more distant drop-off points. There 

should also be no-stopping restrictions in 

place and enforced along Seal Hollow 

Road and the A25. At the time of going to 

print this application was still awaiting a 

decision. 

A planning application has been made for 

the demolition of 55 Mount Harry Road 

and its replacement with an apartment 

building of 10 new flats. The Society has 

objected to these proposals on design 

grounds. The design of the elevation, the 

choice of materials, the massing of the 

building and its location on the site all fall 

short of what we believe is needed in this 

prominent and sensitive location. 
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The Greensands Commons Project                 Tim Pearce 

 

 

 

Following the AGM, we were very 
pleased to welcome Andrew Willmore, 
who is managing the Greensands 
Commons Project, initiated by the Kent 
Wildlife Trust and supported by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund and many local 
organisations, including Sevenoaks 
District and Town Councils. 

Andrew began his talk by giving us the 
background of the Kent Wildlife Trust, 
which has 31,000 members, with 90 staff, 
caring for 64 reserves throughout Kent, 
with help of 1000 active volunteers. The 
Trust, founded in 1958, works to protect 
wildlife and the natural environment 
across the county.  

On 17th August, 2018, it was announced 
that Sevenoaks District Council, working 
with Kent Wildlife Trust and other 
partners, received a confirmed National 
Lottery grant of £483,600 for the 
Sevenoaks Greensand Commons Heritage 
Project. Thanks to money raised by 
National Lottery players, the Project aims 
to reinstate the Commons as important 
and valued spaces for the local 
community, by working with local 
volunteers engaged in an exciting 
programme of practical work, wildlife 
recording and monitoring, and hands-on 
learning. 

Supported through the Heritage Lottery 
Fund, the Project, including match-
funding and volunteer time, has a value 
of just over £685,000 and aims to restore 
the landscape, social and natural heritage 
of the Commons, improve footpaths and 
bridleways and provide clear signage. The 
Project will create and support 
opportunities for people, particularly 
under-represented groups, to engage 
with and use the Commons and increase 
and share that knowledge. Crucially the 
project will develop the capacity of local 
people to take a lead role in the on-going 
management of some 300 hectares of 
Commons, their conservation and 
promotion of their heritage. The 
Commons are connected to the long-
distance Greensand Way path which runs 
along the ridge from Haslemere in Surrey 
to Hamstreet in Kent and joins the great 
National Trust properties of Chartwell, 
Knole and Ightham Mote. 

Andrew went on to describe the extent of 
the local Commons from Seal Chart, 
south-west via Fawke and Bitchet 
Commons, (see picture below) through 
Sevenoaks Common to the west and on 
to Hosey and Crockham Hill Commons. 
The Greensand Way stretches along this 
length, and the project is supported by all 
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the local authorities in the area. It includes 
both Areas of Natural Beauty and Sites of 
Special Scientific Interest. He gave us some 
brief account of the geology and history of 
the area, from the days of the Iron Age Hill 
forts, when the settlers travelled only on 
the ridges to avoid the swampy areas in 
the valleys before the water table fell. He 
also described some of the rights to 
pasture cattle, horses and sheep in these 
areas, and to drive pigs through in autumn 
when the beech mast and acorns had 
fallen. The Commons were also a source of 
chert, sand and gravel for the developing 
settlements. Some remnants of these 
settlements can be identified in the 
wooded heath land which was developed 
by coppicing and pollarding. A main aim of 
the project is to restore the areas as 
locations for a great variety of wildlife, 
mammals, birds, reptiles and insects as 
well the diverse vegetation and the 
seventy species of fungi, especially the five 
species of bats and rare birds such as the 
nightjars. 

During his work preparing the application 
to the Heritage Lottery Fund, Andrew 
mentioned the huge range of highly 
committed volunteers whom he met and 
who so strongly supported the project. He 
was specially assisted by the Kent Field 
Club during the development stage. And 
he thanked Fidelity and Martin Weston, 
from Romshed Farm who had joined us 
after the AGM for all their support. Fidelity 
is Chair of the Project. 

The Project is due to run for four years to 
improve both the conservation and the 
access to the Commons areas, with the 
help of 150 volunteers to improve the 
footpaths but to preserve the banks 
alongside them for plants and fungi, to 
create walkabouts with open vistas of the 
North Downs. There will be Heritage 
activities and Education programmes 
which can be found on the Kent Wildlife 
website, where it will be possible to join a 
Friends group. 

 https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/ 

The Otford Palace Preservation Trust          Tim Pearce 

Continues overleaf 

In July, we welcomed Nick Rushby to tell 
us about the work of the Otford Palace 
Preservation Trust. He began by asking 
us if we knew there was a Palace at 
Otford and was pleased to find that 
most of us did, which was better than 
some audiences he has addressed. He 
then showed us a short video of the 
Palace model made by Rob Shelton, 
which can be seen at Lullingstone. In its 
heyday, as the Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s residence, the palace 
estate covered 222 hectares of 
woodlands and hunting territory, and 
the palace itself was bigger than 

Hampton Court. It existed from the 
ninth to the fifteenth centuries, was a 
day’s ride from Lambeth Palace and 
housed 52 archbishops in sequence. 
William I rested there on his way to 
London and its most famous resident 
was Thomas a-Becket. When Edward III 
visited in the 14th century, it was 
regarded as the grandest house in 
England, and in the early sixteenth 
century, Cranmer worked there on the 
Book of Common Prayer, but after the 
Tudors it went into decline as Knole rose 
to eminence. 

https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/


12 
 

Nick showed us some images of the 
palace in decline and disrepair and 
although Sevenoaks District Council 
undertook some repairs in the 1960s, it 
remained very much a ruin until recently. 
There were some excavations done on 
the SE Tower in 1974, which exposed the 
foundations of the west range, but 
nothing more until Historic England 
undertook some repairs to the NW 
tower in 2015. That tower is now safe 
and has been roofed so that it can dry 
out. The plans of the Otford Palace 
Preservation Trust can be seen at 
https://otfordpalace.org/  

Nick went on to describe these. The 
Trust’s vision is to regenerate a fresh 
awareness of this heritage landmark by 
restoring it to a heritage building and 
developing it into a hub of education, 
discovery and information about the 

palace, the Tudors and the Darent Valley. 
The plans include flooring the existing 
tower to include a visitor centre and a 
restored Tudor room. There are plans for 
an educational study centre with 
particular emphasis on schools on 
historical or geographical field trips. The 
Trust is in process of organising and 
generating revenue in order to continue 
sustainable repairs and renovations, and 
also to increase the footfall not only at 
the palace but in the local area of the 
Darenth valley path, and a new website 
is being created at visitotford.org. The 
local work of the painter Samuel Palmer 
will also be another draw. 

Nick was warmly thanked for his 
inspiring talk and all best wishes were 
offered for the success of all the projects.
     
               Tim Pearce  

https://otfordpalace.org/
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Sevenoaks Society Publications         Geraldine Tucker 

 

 

 

Country Walks around 
Sevenoaks 
The Society is delighted to announce the 
publication of a further Walks book 
Volume 6 which contains [eleven] new 
walks, each of about [five] miles. With 
maps drawn by our design artist Victoria 
Granville Baxter, the new routes have 
been devised by our footpaths expert, 
Nick White, with the directions checked 
by long-term walkers. Walk Volume 6 
adds to the Society’s published collection 
of wonderful walks though the 
magnificent Kentish countryside which 
surrounds Sevenoaks.    

Price £4 from the Sevenoaks Bookshop, 
Ide Hill Community Shop or at £2.50 at 
Sevenoaks Society meetings. 

Sevenoaks Forgotten Past: 
Lodges and Coach Houses  
Members will recall the launch of this 
highly successful Society publication a 
year ago. Written by local historians 
Elizabeth Purves and Geraldine Tucker, 
this gem of a book chronicles the history 
of the lodges and coach houses in 
Sevenoaks which have outlasted many of 
their parent  great houses and Victorian 
mansions. Over 50 lodges or coach 
houses with their host buildings are 
described and illustrated with colour 
photographs. 

We are pleased to announce that further 
copies of this book are now available 
from the Sevenoaks Bookshop at £12. Or 
£10 at Sevenoaks Society meetings and 
events.  

With Christmas approaching, any or all of these books will make a great present.   
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Walks Calendar   November 2018—July 2019        

The walks programme will continue in 
the afternoons of the last Sunday in each 
month.  

All walks start promptly at 14:00 unless 
otherwise indicated.  

We have decided not to continue with 
the morning walks, as there has not been 
sufficient interest shown in the past six 
months to make both a morning and an 
afternoon walk a viable proposition.  

The walks for November 2018 and 
January 2019 were advertised in the 
previous Society Magazine but are given 
again here as a reminder. Walks numbers 
14, 21 and 44 were previously scheduled 
but due to bad weather and England 
footballing success did not take place.  

Walks for February, April and July 2019 
have been chosen to try to take 

advantage of fine displays of snowdrops, 
bluebells and lavender respectively on or 
near the chosen routes.  

The programme of walks is posted on the 
Sevenoaks Society’s website and 
reminders are sent out a week ahead to 
those on the walks email list. If you are 
not on this list already but would like to 
receive walks reminders or if you would 
like to request or lead a particular walk 
please contact us (details below). Well-
behaved dogs and children are welcome 
on the walks. Copies of the walks 
booklets can be obtained from a variety 
of outlets including the Sevenoaks 
Bookshop. 

Nick and Lydia Umney 

nick@umney.co.uk  lydia@umney.co.uk 

07966 037659 
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Sunday 25 November 2018  
(New Walk 56) 

This is a new walk recently introduced 
by Nick White and forms part of volume 
6 of the Society’s Walks. 
 
Meet at public car park in Cudham, 50m 
south of Blacksmith’s Arms TN14 7QB 
(map reference TQ446597) in time for a 
14:00 start. The walk heads north east 
to Mace Farm and Norstead Manor 
Farm before returning south via The 
Washneys and Newlands Wood to 
Birches Croft and Cacket’s Farm, then 
back to Cudham. This walk is just under 
5 miles in length and pleasantly 
undulating rather than hilly. It can be 
muddy in parts and dogs, although 
welcome on walks, may have difficulty 
with some stiles. 
 
 
There is no walk in December 
 
 
Sunday 27 Jan 2019                    (Walk 2) 

Meet at Godden Green opposite the 
Bucks Head, TN15 0JJ (map reference 
TQ 553551) in time for a 14:00 start. 
The walk heads east on good tracks and 
paths to Stone Street and Ightham 
Mote returning via Wilmot Hill and 
Bitchet Green then back via field paths 
and woods (where they may be some 
mud) to Godden Green. The walk is 5 
miles in length and is hilly in parts. 
 
. 

Sunday 24 February 2019        (Walk 19)  

Meet at Chevening Church, on the drive 
at the back of the churchyard (map 
reference TQ 489577) in time for a 
14:00 start. From the church the route 
runs north and east, with excellent 
views over Chevening House and Park, 
to Sundridge Lane and the North Downs 
Way where we will hope to see a fine 
display of many thousands of 
snowdrops in bloom. The walk runs 
along the chalk downs before 
descending to Turvins Farm and 
returning to Chevening Church. The 
walk is 4.5 miles in length and hilly. 
There may be some mud, but very few 
stiles. 
 
Sunday 31 March 2019             (Walk 14) 

Meet in time for a 14:00 start at the car 
park in Styants Wood (map reference 
TQ 578558), which is just off the A25 on 
the opposite side of the road to the 
Crown Point Inn. The walk, which 
proceeds through Styants Wood to 
Oldbury Hill and Fish Ponds Wood 
before returning to Crown Point is 3.5 
miles in length and is hilly. Built in the 
1st century BC in a strategic position 
overlooking routes through the Kentish 
Weald Oldbury Camp is the largest Iron 
Age hill fort in south-eastern England. 
There is an early Stone Age rock shelter 
just off the route that we can visit if 
anyone would like to do so. 
 

Continues overleaf 

Walks Calendar   cont’d  
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 Sunday 28 April 2019               (Walk 13) 

Meet at Kemsing car park west of 
church (map reference TQ 555587) in 
time for a 14:00 start. Having ascended 
to the North Downs the route travels 
east to Cotmans Ash and Summeryards 
Wood before heading north to Drane 
Farm and Knockmill, returning west and 
south via Woodlands Manor and the 
Rising Sun pub to Otford Manor and 
back to Kemsing. The walk from 
Kemsing up onto the North Downs is 
hilly but those willing to make the effort 
at this time of year should be rewarded 
with a magnificent bluebell display. We 
will inspect the route a few days ahead 
and modify it if necessary to ensure 
Sunday walkers get the best of the 
bluebells.  
 
 
Sunday 26 May 2019               (Walk 44) 

Meet at Dryhill Nature Reserve off 
Dryhill Lane, Sevenoaks (map reference 
TQ497552) in time for a 14:00 start. 
The walk runs west towards Sundridge 
Church passing a monks’ well and 
chestnut trees planted to celebrate the 
1588 victory over the Spanish Armada 
before heading south east to Manor 
Farm, Back Lane and (recently 
revitalised) Shrubs Corner topiary 
elephant and birds, then heading west 
again to return to Dryhill. The walk is 
4.5miles and is easy. 
 
Dryhill nature reserve is an excellent 
place for a picnic if the weather is fine. 
There are also several pubs in the 
vicinity the nearest being the White 
Horse at Sundridge about 0.8 miles 
away. Parking is available at the start. 

Sunday 30 June 2019                (Walk 21) 

The walk starts from the eastern end of 
Leigh village green near the junction of 
Powder Mills Lane with the 
Hildenborough Road (B2027) opposite 
the church (map reference TQ549465). 
Meet in time for a 14:00 start. The walk, 
from Leigh to Penshurst and Penshurst 
Park is 5 miles in length and is easy but 
rewarding with fine views over The 
Weald. 
 
Leigh village green is a good spot for a 
picnic and the Fleur de Lis pub is nearby. 
Parking is available at various points 
around the green.   
 
 
Sunday 28 July 2019                  (Walk 29) 

Meet at entrance to car park at Otford 
Memorial Hall, TN14 5PQ in time for a 
14:00 start. The walk runs alongside the 
River Darent and across fields before 
ascending to the Shoreham Terrace 
where we may be rewarded with views 
of lavender fields below. The walk 
returns back into Shoreham along the 
river and past the church before 
crossing the A225 to climb the other 
side of the valley with further 
magnificent views and thence back to 
Otford. The walk is 5.5 miles in length 
and hilly. 
 
Nick and Lydia Umney 
nick@umney.co.uk  lydia@umney.co.uk 
07966 037659 
 

Walks Calendar   cont’d  

mailto:nick@umney.co.uk
mailto:lydia@umney.co.uk
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The Frank Marshall Award 2019 

The Society is seeking nominations for 
the Frank Marshall Award 2019. This is a 
biennial award given to a building or 
project which best demonstrates 
excellence in design and construction 
quality and makes a positive impact on 
the public realm.  

The Award was established in 2013 in 
memory of the late Frank Marshall who 
made an immense contribution to the 
Society and to promoting the 
conservation and improvement of the 
town.  

We are seeking nominations from 
members of the Society and others for 
buildings and projects within Sevenoaks 
Town Council area which have been 
completed since mid-2017. They must be 
visible from the public realm. In addition 
to new construction, the award scheme 
covers other built environment projects 
such as refurbishments, heritage 
conservation, improvements to 
streetscape, open spaces, etc. 

The 2017 Award was given for the 
restoration of the medieval barn at Knole 
House and the alterations to the 
Brewhouse courtyard (below). But 
projects eligible for the award do not 
have to be on such a grand scale. In 2017 
a special commendation was also given to 
a thoughtfully designed and executed 
extension of a private house. So if you 
have been impressed by the quality of a 
recently completed building or project in 
the town do let us know by emailing John 
Stambollouian - 
stambollouian@gmail.com 

Let us have your nominations 

mailto:stambollouian@gmail.com
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Bligh’s Farm and Hotel : The Last Hundred Years 
This is the second part of the article published in the summer edition of the magazine, covering 
the highs and lows of Bligh’s from 1900 to the present day.                 Keith Wade 

In need of TLC 

Hard Times  

The early years of the 20th century were 
difficult for both the farm and the hotel.  
In 1900 John Bligh survived allegations 
that his milk was responsible for an 
outbreak of diphtheria. He died in 1919 
and by then the lands were much 
reduced, the dairy, hop-gardens, oasts 
and barns were gone, Pembroke Road 
had been built  –and farming came to an 
end.   

The meadows were still there, upon 
which the Yeomanry pitched their tents 
during World War One  – a change from 
the occasional circus tent in early 
Edwardian times, with its noisy steam 
organs that so irritated the authorities 
and elephants trundling down the High 
Street.  The hotel struggled on as a 
private hotel, much in need of 
investment. 

In 1919 Bligh’s and its lands were put up 
for sale. Despite attempts to revive its 
fortunes by new proprietors Hoare and 
Co (brewers owned by UK’s oldest private 
bank), by 1928 it was in a sad way. Plans 
were put forward to knock it down and 
remodel the High Street.  Fortunately the 
iconic building was saved after a 
campaign orchestrated by the Sevenoaks 
and District Housing and Town Planning 
Association (forerunner of The Sevenoaks 

Society) with the support of the 
Bishopsgate Foundation, the two 
brewers, Hoare’s and Watney Combe 
Reid, and an irate letter to The Times 
from the notable local architect Charles 
Ashbee.  

In 1929 it was restored, extended and 
reopened as a public beer-house and 
hotel.  Charrington’s took over after 
acquiring Hoare’s in 1933. For the next 60 
years it enjoyed varying fortunes  -  and 
developed a reputation as a “lively” 
venue (especially on Friday and Saturday 
nights,  as some readers may recall).    

Bligh’s Meadow was acquired by 
Sevenoaks UDC in 1930 for use as a car 
park (but they erected a bus station).   
More land was lost.  Shops were built 
along the High street where gardens once 
flourished. 

Rocking and Rolling at Bligh’s 

“Where’s the wall gone?”  1928, prior to “redevelopment”.

Cricketers relaxing in 1934 after the match 
celebrating the bicentenary of the Vine cricket club.  
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In its heyday in the 1950s and 60s the 
hotel and the attached Kings Hall became 
a mecca for dancers and was a popular 
venue for both local and touring bands. 
The Kinks, Fleetwood Mac, Gene Vincent, 
Ben E. King,  the Hollies and David Bowie  
were amongst the many top performers  
said to have played there. On 30th 
January 1967 the Beatles used the hotel 
as their dressing room when filming their 
video in Knole Park for "Strawberry 
Fields". 

According to newspaper reports, 150 
Mods and Rockers “besieged” Bligh’s in 
1964. Four were arrested after fighting 
broke out.   

In October 1981 following protests the 
hotel had to cancel a planned male strip-
show. However a counter-protest by 
disappointed local ladies resulted in a 
partial victory – it went ahead but in 
Donnington Manor Hotel.   One year later 
Charringtons had to hide their blushes 
when forced to remove all erroneous 
references to Captain Bligh of Bounty 
fame (as reported in Part One of this 
article).  

Decline and Resurrection 

Thereafter was a period of change and, 
mostly, decline. The hotel had stopped 
providing accommodation in 1973, but 
was still a destination of choice for the 
youth of the town (there being few other 
options),  and the Queen’s and King’s 

Halls, bolted on in the 1930s,  continued 
to be used for parties and dances,  
markets and  auctions.  Refurbished once 
more in 1999, since then the building has 
had a succession  of  owners, guises and 
revivals: after becoming one of the 
Barracuda Group’s Smith and Jones pubs 
and being renamed the Oak Tree, it was 
relaunched by the Faucet Inn company in 
2014 – only to close in 2016. 

Meanwhile after much to-ing and fro-ing 
over 52 years, bulldozers laid low the last 
remnants of Bligh’s Brewery and work 
started on the much-awaited Bligh’s 
Meadow Shopping Experience.  

The pub reopened in 2017 as the Oak 
Tavern and Taphouse (part of the Mosaic 
Chain) with its own micro-brewery. In this 
era of frequent pub closures, and as a 
building of major historical importance in 
the town and a much-maligned relic of 
the past, we wish it every success! 
(Rumours of a confrontation between the 
ghosts of Bligh’s progenitor Samuel and 
Captain William have so far proved 
unfounded - but Bounty bars are still sold 
over the counter).   

Bligh’s Farm and Hotel : The Last Hundred Years (con’d) 

“Blighs in the 1950’s   
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The Heritage Exhibition will be a major 
event for the Society in 2019. It opens on 
the morning of Wednesday 19th 
June and closes on Saturday 6th 
July. Entry is free. Running 
throughout the 50th 
Sevenoaks Summer 
Festival, it takes place in 
the Kaleidoscope Gallery 
of the Sevenoaks Library 
in Buckhurst Lane.  
The Exhibition will be a 
highly visual display of 
photographs and other artwork 
which will tell the history of 
Sevenoaks through the medium of its 
heritage buildings, artefacts and open 
spaces such as the Vine cricket ground. 
Since we intend that the Exhibition 
should be very much a community event, 
there will be events for schoolchildren 
and older people. We will also be 
publishing an accompanying book which 
will expand the information on the 

display Panels.   
Aside from the Introductory Panels, there 

are four separate elements to the 
Exhibition. These cover Knole 

and the Historic Town 
Centre; the old Landed 
Estates, Farms, Public 
Houses and Industry; the 
Town’s Victorian 
expansion following the 

arrival of the railway; and 
20th C developments. A few 

images from the Exhibition 
are displayed below. 

More detailed information on the 

Exhibition’s events will be included in the 

next copy of the Magazine.  We hope 

everyone will come and enjoy this 

fascinating and informative Exhibition 

which has something for all, both young 

and old.  

Geraldine Tucker 

Sevenoaks Society Heritage Exhibition June/July 2019  
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Name(s) (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Other)  ...........................................................................  

Address  .....................................................................................................................  

 ...................................................................................................................................  

postcode  ............................................  ....... phone ………………………………………………… 

phone  ........................................................................................................................  

email  .........................................................................................................................  

Signed  ..................................................................  date ...........................................  

Once completed, please send this form to: Richard Baxter, 7 The Drive, Sevenoaks TN13 3AB 
Cheques payable to “The Sevenoaks Society”  

To: The Manager .................................................................................................Bank 

Branch .......................................................................................................................  

Sort Code ……………………………….. Account Number  ……………………………………………… 

With effect from 31 March 20.......... and annually thereafter until further notice 
please pay to The Sevenoaks Society - Account number 70725102 at HSBC Bank, 
Sevenoaks Branch, 69 High Street  sort code 40-40-32 

The sum of £……………………………………(…………….............................................pounds) 

Signed  .................................................................. date ...........................................  

For future subscriptions please complete below 

I am a UK tax-payer and wish all my donations to qualify for Gift Aid. (Delete if not applicable)  

Signed  ..................................................................  date ...........................................  

                                                   EITHER  (Please circle as appropriate) 

I / We enclose £12.00 / £18.00  as my /our annual subscription          
OR 

I / We enclose  £ 100 / £135 as my /our subscription for the 20 year Oak Membership 
AND 

I / We consent to the Society retaining my /our personal data in accordance with its 
GDPR Data Protection policy. 
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Inscription at the Adult Education Centre  Geraldine Tucker 

Society member Veronica Coath reports 

that a Latin inscription above the main 

entrance archway of the Adult Education 

centre in Bradbourne Road was recently 

spotted by some observant dog-walkers! 

In researching the quotation, Veronica 

has discovered that it originates from 

Horace Epistles Book 1. Written to the 

Emperor Augustus, it advises him not to 

keep rushing about looking for 

satisfaction because what he seeks is to 

be found in the peace and quiet of 

Ulubrae (if his restless spirit can take 

it!).  Ulubrae was a small isolated village 

about 30 miles from Rome on the Appian 

Way and was referred to also by Cicero, 

Juvenal and Horace as a byword for a 

peaceful backwater.  

Veronica believes that the quotation was 

chosen to indicate that this house was 

the owner's peaceful refuge. It also 

appears over the doorway of Auchinleck 

House built around 1760 in Ayrshire. 

Local historian Geraldine Tucker adds 

that the Adult Education Centre was 

originally called ‘Maywood’. This grand 

Victorian mansion was built in 1874 by Sir 

Thomas Graham Jackson. Arguably the 

most distinguished English architect of his 

generation, Jackson was then living in 

Sevenoaks. He built ‘Maywood’ for his 

friend Major James German, another 

prominent Sevenoaks figure of the time. 

Further information about the building, 

including the original drawing of 

‘Maywood’ as well as more of Jackson’s 

architectural work in Sevenoaks is 

contained in the Society’s publication 

“Sevenoaks Forgotten Past: Lodges & 

Coach Houses” by Elizabeth Purves and 

Geraldine Tucker.    

QVOD PETIS HIC EST EST VLVBRIS  

ANIMVS  SI  ON DEFICIT AEQWS  

'What you seek is here. It is at Ulubrae, if only you have a well-balanced mind which 
does not let you down’ 



23 

   

A World War 1 Memorial Tim Pearce 

On 26th October, 2018, Sir Michael Harrison and I attended a short memorial service at 
the graveside of Herbert Alfred Sears. The service was taken by the Revd McGrath and 
also attended by Mr & Mrs Roddy Hogarth and Mr Ian Walker. It was initiated by Matt 
Ball, who has published two works on all the names on the Sevenoaks war memorial. 
The note that follows was provided by him.               Tim Pearce 
 

 
Herbert Alfred Sears, 1882 - 26 Oct 1918 

Private 3682, Labour Corps, Non-

combatant Corps, Eastern Command 

Depot 

  

Herbert Sears was the son of Isaac Sears, 

a farmer at Halls Green Farm and his wife, 

Mary. Isaac appears to have died before 

the 1891 census, but the family are still 

living at the farm with Mary now listed as 

a farmer, her son John, a farm 

superintendent and Herbert working as a 

groom. By 1911 Herbert is living with 

Rose, his wife of five years and their two 

children, Edith and Iris, at 6, Prospect 

Place. 

  

Herbert appears to have been a Conscientious Objector and therefore enlisted with the 

Non- combatant Corps in January 1917, giving his occupation as stockman at Rectory 

Farm in Sevenoaks, which he in fact ran in the employ of the Rector of St Nicholas, Rev. 

Rooker and his wife. Herbert died in the military hospital in Gravesend of double 

pneumonia in October 1918 and sadly his wife also died of influenza very shortly 

afterwards on 3 November. The couple had had two more children, Joyce and Herbert 

Victor. Their uncle, Edwin Arthur Sears of 21, Cobden Road, became guardian to them 

all. Herbert is buried in the churchyard at St Nicholas, Sevenoaks. 

 

Sevenoaks War Memorial, the Men Remembered, by Matthew Ball 

This book was published in 2014 and is a fully detailed account of all the Sevenoaks 

men who died in the First World War, with illustrations, where he was able to acquire 

them. He has since published Sevenoaks, The Great War and its Legacy, 2018, in which 

he draws on local newspapers, letters and diaries to tell the story of Sevenoaks during 

the Great War. Both books are available from The Sevenoaks Bookshop. 

x-apple-data-detectors://3
x-apple-data-detectors://4


24 
 

Wednesday 23 January 

Executive Committee meeting, 7.30 p.m. in the 

Wreford Room, Kippington Centre 

Wednesday 13th February 

Talk by Ed Thompson on “The History of Bat & 

Ball”, 8.00 p.m. St Luke’s Hall, Drinks  from 7.30 

Wednesday March 20th 

Executive Committee meeting, 7.30 p.m. in the 

Wreford Room, Kippington Centre 

Wednesday March 27th 

Talk by Elain Harwood of the 20th Century 

Society on “Art Deco” domestic architecture in 

the early 20th century. 

Wednesday May 29th 

Executive Committee meeting (Presentation of 

Accounts), 7.30 p.m. in the Wreford Room, 

Kippington Centre 

Wednesday June 19th 

Sevenoaks Heritage Exhibition opens in 

Kaleidoscope, Sevenoaks Library, Closes 6th July. 

Wednesday July 17th 

Executive Committee meeting, 7.30 p.m. in the 

Wreford Room, Kippington Centre 

Wednesday September 4th 

Executive Committee meeting, 7.30 p.m. in the 

Wreford Room, Kippington Centre 

Wednesday September 11th 

Talk by Natalie Cohen and Frances Parton of the 

National Trust on ‘Archaeology at Knole’ 

Wednesday October 9th 

Annual General Meeting. 7.15 p.m. 

8.00 p.m. Presentation by Geraldine Tucker on 

the Heritage Exhibition and book.  

Wednesday November 13th 

Talk by Matt Ball on “After the Armistice”, 8.00 

p.m. St Luke’s Hall 

Wednesday November 27th 

Executive Committee meeting, 7.30 p.m. in the 

Wreford Room, Kippington Centre 

The Historical Society continues to offer half price annual membership to members of Sevenoaks Society. 
Annual membership is £10 for the year beginning April (£5 for SevSoc members). Non- members are welcome 
at £3 per meeting.. Meetings are held in St Nicholas Church undercroft, starting at 8pm.  

Thursday 28 March       

The Sevenoaks Savings Bank fraud, 1888  
Dr Iain Taylor 

Thursday 25 April   

Elizabethan & Jacobean Deer Parks in Kent   
Dr Susan Pittman  

Thursday 23 May    

Non-European Soldiers in the First World War   
John Siblon  

Thursday 27 June  

The Lubbocks of Kent  Lord Avebury  

Thursday 25 July   TBA  

Thursday 26 Sept   

Jack Cade & the Battle of Solefields  
Dr Gill Draper  

Thursday 25 Oct     
Annual Gardiner  Lecture  Prof John Beckett  

Thursday 28 Nov    

William the Conqueror in Perspective   
Prof. David Bates  

Sevenoaks Society Calendar  2019 
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